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Introducing the Holy Spirit 
Another Counselor 

John 14 & 16 

God the Creator, the God who had come alongside men in Jesus, now made himself 
available to come within their very personalities. It is inconceivable that anyone 
sat down to think out any doctrine so intrinsically improbable as the Trinity. 

       Michael Green 
       I Believe in the Holy Spirit 

Our understanding of God is forever marked by the fact that in Christ he has been 
“fleshed out” at one point in our human history... We must recognize the same to 
be true about the Spirit, not simply theoretically but really and experientially. The 
Spirit is not lightly called the Spirit of Jesus Christ. Christ has put a human face on 
the Spirit as well. 
   

    Gordon D. Fee 
      Paul, the Spirit and the People of God 
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AIM OF STUDY 
To learn what Jesus taught His disciples about the Holy Spirit. 

KEY VERSE 
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be 
with you forever – the Spirit of truth.” (John 14:16-17) 

OPENERS       
Perhaps the most confusing person of the trinity for me has been the Holy Spirit. I prefer 
relating to God the Father and God the Son because these are images and concepts I am 
familiar with. But God the Holy Spirit has been a mystery to me for much of my 
Christian life. There is nothing or no one anywhere in my experience quite like Him. The 
closest thing to the Holy Spirit that I can think of is something like the Force from the 
Star Wars movies (remember, “May the Force be with you”). 

The problem I have with the Holy Spirit is perhaps the same problem other Christians 
have: He is somewhat intangible. We cannot touch Him with our hands, see Him with our 
eyes or hear Him with our ears. We can’t even imagine in our minds what He might be 
like. Yet throughout the pages of scripture, He is said to “fill” people (Ex.31:3; Acts.2:4), 
“come on” people (Judges 3:10; Ezek.11:5), “speak” through people (2Sam.23:2), even 
“move” people (Is.34:16; Ezek.3:14). He is referred to as the breath of God, the Wind, 
Fire and a Dove. Add to this all the many unusual and sometimes even bizarre things 
believers have attributed to the Holy Spirit over the centuries, and it’s no wonder some of 
us would feel more comfortable if He was kept shut up in the pages of the bible and given 
lip service at the appropriate times.  

What has helped me as a Christian to both understand and embrace the person of the 
Holy Spirit is that Jesus of Nazareth, the God-man (and my trusted Friend), had a lot to 
say about Him. During His three years of ministry, Jesus spoke often of the Father. But as 
His earthly ministry was coming to a close, He began to speak more and more about the 
Spirit. Jesus told His disciples that “anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 
14:9). The same could almost be said of the Holy Spirit. Gordon Fee put it well when he 
wrote, “Christ has put a human face on the Spirit as well.” 

On the last night He was together with His disciples, Jesus began to prepare them for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. In just over fifty days they would be meeting the Spirit in 
person! In this study of John 14 and 16, we will discover what truths Jesus communicated 
to His disciples about the Spirit and consider how these truths should impact our 
relationship with the Holy Spirit today. 
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1. When you think of the Holy Spirit, what picture, idea or feeling comes to mind? What 
is one question you have about the Holy Spirit you would like answered through this 
bible study series? 

STUDY THE PASSAGE: John 14:15-27 

The Gospel of John 
John was written by the apostle John, although he never is specifically mentioned by 
name anywhere in the gospel (see John 21:20-24). John is very different from the other 
three gospels (known as the synoptics) in content, writing style and textual organization. 
While John is not concerned with precise chronology, his historical facts are accurate. 
The gospel of John contains no parables, no demon expulsions, only two healings, no 
infancy narratives, no temptation narrative, no Transfiguration, no material from the 
Sermon on the Mount and no institution of the Lord’ supper. John does contain an 
encounter with Nicodemus (a Pharisee), an encounter with a Samaritan woman (Jesus’ 
longest single conversation), seven “I am” sayings, long discourses and teachings. The 
reason John chose to write what he did is found in John 20:30-31. 

Setting the Scene 
The disciples are celebrating the Passover alone with Jesus. Two events that had 
significance for all Christians for all time took place that night. First, Jesus washes the 
disciples’ feet, setting for them an example of humility and service (John 13:1-17). 
Second, He institutes the Eucharist (or communion) by re-interpreting the Passover meal 
and applying it to His upcoming death on the cross for sin (see Luke 22:14-20; 1Cor.
11:23-26).  But along with these two important events comes some depressing news. One 
of the disciples actually was going to betray Jesus and Peter, the sometimes impulsive but 
strong leader, was going to deny Him. On top of that, Jesus informed them He’s about to 
leave and that they cannot go with Him. These are men who had left everything, “burning 
their bridges behind them,” in order to follow Jesus, and now He’s leaving!? They are 
extremely worried. What trouble was coming that would cause Peter to turn his back on 
Jesus? How will they handle it all alone? This is why Jesus begins by comforting the 11 
and telling them in John 14:1 to not be troubled or afraid. They already are! Jesus 
communicates the following key truths in the opening verses of John 14: 

• You are guaranteed heaven (v.1-2) 
• I will come back for you (v.3) 
• Your ultimate destination (the same place I am going) is the Father and 

I am the only way you will make it there (v.4-7) 
• I and the Father are uniquely One (v.8-10). The proof, if you need it, is 

in the things I do (v.11). 
• You will soon be following in My footsteps and doing the things I 

have been doing (v.12-14, which leads right into the discussion about 
the Spirit. If the disciples were to do what Jesus did, then they will 
need power!) 
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2. According to Jesus, if we love Him, then we’ll obey Him. (v.15,21; see also 1 John 
5:3). What does this mean? What does it not mean? What will God do for us if we 
love Him (v.16,21)? Why do you think loving God is an important “prerequisite” for 
receiving the Holy Spirit? 

Jesus is not suggesting that everything we receive from God is contingent upon our ability to 
love Him. What He is saying is that love ought to be the motivation for Christian obedience 
and that real love will reveal itself in actions. We may say with our mouths that we love God, 
we may even believe in our hearts that we do, but when our actions reveal that we love God, 
then we know that our love is real and sincere. True love for God expresses itself in 
obedience to what God wants. In that way, it is similar to real faith (see James 2:14-26). We 
must always keep sight of the truth though, that He loved us first (see Romans 5:6-8,10 and 1 
John 4:10).   

Jesus also is not suggesting that loving God is the price tag for receiving the Holy Spirit. 
(This would be inconsistent with other scriptures, see Gal.3:2.) Rather, He is laying out the 
relational context for the giving of the Spirit. It is possible that if a person doesn’t first love 
and value Christ, they will not be able to love and value His Spirit.      
   

3. Notice that throughout this passage Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “He” and not 
as “it.” What does that tell you about the Spirit? What are some characteristics that 
are true of people that are not true of things? 

It would be important to point out here that the Spirit is free to act and respond in the same 
way a person is free to act and respond. The Spirit is not like a machine that can be expected 
to do the same thing each time we “push a button.” (E.g., if we pray this than the Spirit will 
do that.) The fact that Jesus refers to the Spirit as “He” seems to suggest that for one thing, 
the Spirit can’t be controlled or manipulated by us! The Spirit may not always do what we 
expect. At the same time, scripture does give us some parameters for understanding God and 
His ways so that as Christians we can discern what is the working of the Spirit and what just 
might be the imaginations of men or even the influence of an evil spirit.  

4. Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “another Counselor” (v.16). In your own words, 
explain what this means. Why do you think He chose to say, “He will give you 
another Counselor” rather than “He’ll be sending you the Holy Spirit”? 

When Jesus calls the Spirit another Counselor, He uses the Greek word allon, which implies 
“another of the same kind.” The Spirit, therefore, is not just another one that is perhaps 
different. The idea is that the disciples have had one Counselor already: Jesus. Now they will 
have another: the Spirit. Although Jesus never referred to Himself as a Counselor, it is used 
of Him in 1 John 2:1. 
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The reason Jesus may have expressed it this way is that He wants to show the connection 
between the Spirit and Himself, in the same way that for three years He showed the 
connection between the Father and Himself. This also underlines for the disciples, who were 
at that point very unsettled, that they are familiar with the Spirit. He is no stranger to them. 
  

5. Jesus says that the world (in contrast to the disciples) will not see him anymore and 
that it cannot accept the Holy Spirit (v.17, 19). What do you think this means? How 
does Jesus answer Judas’ question in verse 22? How can we reconcile this with the 
message of John 3:16-17 (see John 3:18-21; 7:7, 16-17)? 

Jesus is referring to His death, resurrection and eventual ascension into heaven. The disciples 
will see Him again physically and will continue to “see” Him after His ascension because of 
the Holy Spirit. But the world will not see Him at all anymore because of their unbelief and 
their inability to receive the Spirit. 

After the resurrection, Jesus only revealed Himself physically to His followers (those who 
already believed) and specifically to the apostles. (The one exception to this is Saul on the 
road to Damascus who was converted and who became the apostle Paul). This may seem 
counter-productive to Jesus’ mission to seek and to save the lost. Wouldn’t it have been better 
for Him to simply parade down the center of Jerusalem on Easter morning, proving to 
everyone once and for all that He was alive and the Messiah, Son of the Living God? But 
God’s method for reaching the world with the truth is to use the church (see Mt.28:18-20, 
2Cor.5:18-20). It’s true that people would prefer to see first and then believe, but seeing often 
doesn’t produce the faith to believe. The order in the bible is believe first and then you will 
see (John 11:40). 
  
There is also the issue that throughout scripture, God treats His own differently than He treats 
everyone else. He distinguishes His people from those who are not His people (e.g. Ex.11:7). 
The promises God makes to believers do not necessarily apply to those who do not believe. 
While this might sound offensive to our ears today, we must recognize that God’s notion of 
justice and fairness is not ours (see Is.55:8,9). The fact that God makes a distinction, though, 
should give us as believers tremendous comfort and security.  

6. One key concern of the disciples is Jesus’ imminent departure. What things does He 
say in this passage that should alleviate their fears? How specifically is the Spirit an 
answer to their concerns?  

Jesus promised them He would not leave them as orphans, which may have gotten at the 
heart of how they were feeling at that time. He promised also to come to them. He did that 
both after the resurrection, as well as in the giving of the Spirit. 
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STUDY THE PASSAGE: John 16:5-15 

Setting the Scene 
In the last three chapters, Jesus has comforted the disciples (ch.14), admonished them 
(ch.15) and told them of future events (ch.16). They have heard some rather “heavy” 
things and ought to be filled with questions at this point. But unfortunately they are too 
preoccupied with themselves and their own loss to be considering the import of all that 
Jesus had shared. 

7. According to Jesus, it is for their good that He is going away. What does He mean by 
this and why is it good?  

While Jesus, the Son of God, Immanuel, was on earth, God’s presence was limited. As a man, 
Jesus could only be in one place at one time. Once He leaves and the Spirit comes, God’s 
presence can be with people all over the planet at the same time. No more waiting in crowds 
for God’s attention. We all have access to Him whenever we need Him. 
  
Jesus is not suggesting that He and the Spirit cannot be in the same place at the same time, or 
that He must first leave earth before the Spirit will come to replace Him. Jesus may be 
referring here to His going away to the cross. If He does not die for the sin of the world, the 
Spirit will never be sent. God cannot be present with people until the reason for our 
separation from Him (sin) is dealt with. Another possible explanation is that Christ’s work of 
redemption needed to be complete before the Spirit would come and that work was not 
complete until Jesus was exalted to the right hand of the Father (see John 7:39). 

8. List all the specific things Jesus says in both passages about the Spirit. Which of 
these specific things are also true of Jesus? Which things are unique to the Spirit? 

Jesus claimed to be the truth (John 14:6). Jesus was not recognized by the world (John 1:10). 
Jesus was sent by the Father (John 5:24,30,37; 7:28,29). Jesus spoke not His own words, but 
the words of the Father (John 7:16: 10:28; 14:10). Jesus brought glory to the Father (John 
17:4). Jesus promised to be with them forever (Mt.28:20). 

According to Jesus, the Spirit will do the unseen work of bringing conviction to a guilty 
world. The Greek word translated convict (elencho) has a broad meaning and is translated 
over 10 different ways throughout the New Testament. Here, it seems to mean 1) to prove 
guilty and 2) to awaken a consciousness of that guilt. According to Paul, the gospel itself 
proves that the entire world is guilty (see Romans 1-3) but the Holy Spirit makes that guilt 
real and personal (e.g. Acts 2:37). With believers, the Spirit is like a defense attorney (an 
advocate), but with the world he is like the prosecutor!  
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In regard to sin because men do not believe in me. The Holy Spirit could convict everyone, 
believers and unbelievers alike of sin, because all are sinners. The unique sin of the world, 
however, is that they do not believe in Christ and they reject Him (John 3:18;15:22).  

In regard to righteousness because I am going to the Father. The world has the wrong 
standards for righteousness. They in fact believed that they were righteous in killing Jesus, 
that He was the sinner and deserved to die (Is.53:4; Mt.27:39-44). By going to the Father and 
leaving behind an empty tomb, Jesus has proven His own righteousness and approval by the 
Father. Only the Spirit can convince the world (corporately and individually) of this truth.  

In regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.  The cross 
brought about Satan’s defeat (see Col.2:13-15), which was a form of judgment against him. 
His final demise is yet to come, however, and he is still at work in those who do not believe 
(see Eph.2:1-2). As certain as his judgment was and ultimately will be, so is the judgment 
that awaits all those in the world who refuse to believe. The Holy Spirit alone is able to 
convince the unbeliever of the reality and certainty of this future judgment. 

APPLYING THE TEXT 

9. In this passage, Jesus said that love for Him and obedience to His commands are 
necessary for experiencing the Holy Spirit. We already discussed what this 
statement does and does not mean. But, what thoughts go through your mind when 
you hear a statement like this: “If you love me, you will obey what I command”? 

• I’m a failure as a Christian. Why should I even try?  
• All this talk about obedience makes me feel like Christ is a demanding 

boss. 
• I try to obey but I feel so inadequate. 
• I know I’m not perfect, but I also know I genuinely love Christ. 
• The areas of my life in which I am disobedient to Christ, I sense the Spirit’s 

absence. 
• Other. 

What thoughts do you think Jesus wants going through your mind about this 
statement? 

10.Jesus says His disciples know the Spirit because the Spirit lives with them and will 
be in them. How do you think this statement should affect your relationship with the 
Holy Spirit? 

11. Describe how the Holy Spirit has done any of the following in your life: 

• taught you about spiritual things (14:26),  
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• reminded you of what Jesus had said (14:16),  
• guided you into truth (16:13),  
• connected you with Jesus and the Father (16:14,15),  
• been a “counselor”, a “comforter” and a “helper” to you who is “like Jesus”. 

12.Jesus makes the Holy Spirit sound somewhat “self-effacing” in John 16:13-15. Many 
Christians believe the Holy Spirit would never do anything that would draw attention 
to Himself. His role is to exalt Jesus. At the same time (as we will see in our next 
study), when the Spirit was first given, He attracted a lot of attention, and some of it 
was to Himself (see Acts 2:17-21). As Christians, how do you think we ought to strike 
the right balance and allow the Spirit to be who He is and do what He should do? 

WRAPPING IT UP 
From passages like these, the church in later centuries came up with the doctrine of the 
Trinity (three persons, one God) to try to explain the mystery of the Godhead. They 
formed creeds, which are still the basis of what orthodox Christians believe today. Yet 
despite all the work of these theologians and scholars, we still have not completely 
plumbed the depths of the mysteries of God. Paul says, “we see but a poor reflection as in 
a mirror (and only) know in part.” One day, “We shall see face to face (and) know fully, 
even as we are fully known” (1 Cor.13:12).  

As we study more passages about the Holy Spirit, some of the perplexities many of us 
have about the Spirit may be cleared up. Hopefully we will then grow not only in our 
knowledge about God, but also in our personal relationship with Him.  
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2 
The Spirit is Given 
Clothed with Power 

Acts 2 

Imagine visiting a town at night that appears to have no lights, no televisions - not 
even alarm clocks. And then imagine learning that the town’s power supply is 
virtually infinite, but that no one in the town had thought to turn any of their 
electrical appliances on. Wouldn’t that town seem like a silly place to you? Yet the 
Church is all too often like that town. God has given us the power of His Spirit to 
fulfill His mission in the world, yet few Christians have even begun to depend on 
His power. 

       Craig Keener 
       “Spirit at Work” 
       Discipleship Journal 

Copyright © 1998 by Marlene Nathan  
No portion of this material may be copied or distributed 

outside of Vineyard Christian Columbus. 
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AIM OF STUDY 
To examine what happened when the Holy Spirit was first given, why it happened, what 
were the results and then to consider what the implications of this first Pentecost are on 
believers today.    

KEY VERSE 
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard 
me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:4-5) 

OPENERS 
According to Webster’s dictionary, an experience is “something personally encountered, 
undergone or lived through.” Throughout the history of the Christian church, people have 
had “experiences” with God that have profoundly impacted their lives and subsequent 
ministries.  

On May 24, 1738 on Aldersgate Street in London, John Wesley said, “I felt my heart 
strangely warmed” as he listened to a reading of  Luther’s commentary on Romans .  1

Upon the death of Blaise Pascal, the famous French philosopher and mathematician, the 
following was found written on a bit of paper and sewn into his shirt: “This day of Grace 
1654: From about half past ten at night, to about half after midnight, Fire. Fire. God of 
Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, Not of the philosophers and the wise...God of 
Jesus Christ...O Righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee, but I have known 
Thee. Joy, joy, joy, tears of joy.”   2

Dwight L. Moody, the greatest evangelist of the 19th century had this experience: “Well, 
one day in the city of New York, oh what a day, I cannot describe it. I seldom refer to it. It 
is almost too sacred an experience to name. Paul had an experience of which he never 
spoke for fourteen years, I can only say that God revealed himself to me and I had such 
an experience of his love and presence that I had to ask him to stay his hand.”   3

Whenever we as Christians have an experience with God, we are really encountering the 
Holy Spirit. Since becoming a Christian, I have had some “experiences” with the Holy 
Spirit. One I remember distinctly occurred when I was mowing our lawn.  

Martin Lloyd-Jones, Joy Unspeakable: Power and Renewal in the Holy Spirit (Harold Shaw Publishers, Wheaton, 1

Illinois, 1984), p.62.

Lloyd-Jones, p.106.2

Lloyd-Jones, p.80.3
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I had just graduated from high school and was about to go off to college. I had been a 
Christian about two years but was of the opinion that evangelizing (sharing the gospel 
message with others) was optional. As I was mowing the lawn (using a power mower at 
the time) and not thinking about anything in particular, God began to speak to me. He 
didn’t speak with an audible voice, but I could hear the words clearly in my mind. It was 
as though the sound of the mower was completely drowned out by these words. I knew at 
the time without any doubt that it was God. 

I finished mowing the lawn, got on my bike and rode around the neighborhood. God was 
telling me that He loved all the people in the houses I was riding by and that I needed to 
tell them so. I must share the gospel message so people would know how much God 
loved them. This went on for about two hours. When it was over, my heart was 
completely changed. Now I wanted to evangelize. I believe I experienced what Paul 
describes as “Christ’s love compelling us” (see 2 Cor.5:14). I went off to college that fall 
totally committed to evangelizing my fellow students.  

People’s experiences with God have been recorded in the bible so that others (like us 
today) can learn and benefit from them. Let’s see what experience Jesus’ disciples had 
with the Holy Spirit, how it affected them and what we can learn from their experience. 

1. Not all experiences with God are as dramatic as Moody’s or Pascal’s, but they still 
are genuine experiences with God. Share an experience you’ve had that you believe 
is from the Holy Spirit, such as: 

• “Hearing” God speak to you personally through His Word 
• Being convicted of a particular sin 
• Feeling led to take a certain course of action 
• Insight about another person that is more than mere intuition 
• Receiving a prophetic word, vision or dream 
• Other 

  
2. What effect did this experience have in your life? 

STUDY THE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-24; 32-33; 36-39 

Acts 
The Gospel of Luke and Acts are companion volumes of history. Luke, the beloved 
physician and traveling companion of the apostle Paul, wrote both. Because of Luke’s 
care in research and style of writing, these two books provide us with a chronologically 
and historically accurate account of the life of Christ and the early years of the Christian 
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church. It’s been said that Acts (short for “The Acts of the Apostles”) could be more 
accurately entitled “The Acts of the Holy Spirit,” since the Spirit plays such a major role 
throughout the book. Some of the themes of Acts include the spread of the gospel to the 
gentiles, the growth, leadership and government of the early church and the lives of the 
apostles. 

Setting the Scene 
Jesus had instructed his disciples that before they were to do anything, they must wait in 
Jerusalem to be “clothed with power” (Lk.24:49) and “baptized with the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 1:4). What Jesus was describing was the experience of being immersed in 
the Holy Spirit, which would enable them to be witnesses in both word and deed, just as 
Jesus was (see Acts 5:12-16; 8:4-8). He does not, however, describe this experience in 
any detail. In Acts 1:9-11, they watch Jesus physically ascend into heaven and leave them 
all alone. But as He had promised them in our previous study, they will not be abandoned 
as orphans. Another Counselor is on the way. 

3. The disciples were probably in the temple courts on the day of Pentecost, so this 
would not have been a very private meeting (see Lk.24:53; Acts 2:46). What specific 
things does Luke record happening at this meeting on this particular Pentecost (vv.
1-4)? 

The Day of Pentecost is known in the Old Testament as the Feast of Weeks because it is 
celebrated 7 weeks after Passover (exactly 50 days, the meaning of Pentecost). It is also 
known as the “Feast of the Harvest” and the “Day of First Fruits” (see Ex.23:16; 34:22; Lev.
23:15-21; Num.28:26-31; Deut.16:9-12). It was a joyous festival that celebrated God’s 
blessing on the harvest. Jews were to pilgrimage to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost. Later, 
Pentecost came to be considered the anniversary of the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai. 
The significance of the Holy Spirit being given on this particular day seems manifold. 

There are several things mentioned in this account that deserve explanation. In both the 
Hebrew (ruah) and the Greek (pneuma), the word for breath or wind is the same as the word 
for spirit. Jesus even compared the activity of the Spirit to the wind when talking with 
Nicodemus (John 3:8). Throughout the Old Testament, God is seen as the controlling force 
behind the wind. Here the place where they are gathered is “filled” with the sound of the 
wind. In 1 Kings 8:10-11, the temple was filled with the glory of God, indicating the 
presence of God. The parallels between these words and their meaning is quite interesting 
and it seems to be no accident that they are used to describe the initial giving of the Holy 
Spirit (See 2 Sam.22:11,16; 1 Kings 19:11; Job 37:9-10; Ezek.13:13; 37:9-14 for O.T. 
references to wind). 

In the Old Testament, fire signified the presence of God (see Ex.3:2; 13:21-22;19:18; Deut. 
4:11; Ezek.1:4-13). It was an essential part of worship, with altars of incense and burnt 
offerings. The appearance of what seemed to be tongues of fire at this incident would have 
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had tremendous significance to anyone who understood the Old Testament. John the Baptist 
had even predicted that the coming of the Spirit would be associated with fire (Mt.3:11; Lk.
3:16). 

The phrase “filled with the Holy Spirit” is used in several ways in the New Testament to 
describe the work of the Spirit. Here, and in Acts 9:17 and Lk.1:5, it refers to an initial 
endowment. It also can be used to describe a filling that produces anointed speech (Acts 
4:8,31; 13:9). In Acts 13:52 and Eph. 5:18, filled with the Spirit refers to an ongoing process. 
And Acts 6:3,5; 7:55; 11:24 and Lk.4:1 refer to the state of being full of the Spirit. The New 
Testament also uses different words to describe being filled with the Holy Spirit. “Baptized” 
is used in Acts 1:5 and 11:16, “poured out” is used in Acts 2:17 and “received” is used in 
Acts 10:47.   

4. What does the Spirit enable the disciples to do? What purpose do you think the 
tongues served in this instance? 

Speaking in tongues is listed in 1 Cor.12 as one of the spiritual gifts of utterance. According 
to Paul, tongues is Spirit-inspired, yet the speaker remains in control of himself or herself at 
all times. (This point should be contrasted with “ecstatic utterances” that are associated with 
many false religions.) Also, according to Paul, tongues need to be interpreted (literally “put 
into words”) when spoken publicly, since they are unintelligible to both the speaker and 
hearers. Tongues are of no value to the church unless interpreted and of even less value in 
evangelism (see 1 Cor.14:23). As we will see, Peter still needed to preach the gospel at 
Pentecost, probably in Aramaic or Greek. For private use however (e.g. prayer, 1 Cor.
14:14-15), tongues need no interpretation. According to Paul, the person who speaks in 
tongues is “uttering mysteries with their spirit”, “speaking to God” and “edifying himself,” 
even though his “mind is unfruitful.” According to 1 Cor.13, tongues could be known or 
could be unknown languages (possibly of angels).  

What happened here in Acts therefore (tongues in known languages with hearers who 
understand) does not seem to be the norm in the New Testament. Nonetheless, there are 
reported cases even today of people who speak a tongue in a known language in a particular 
situation that has profound impact on the hearer, just like Acts 2.  4

The purpose of the tongues here (beyond what it meant for the disciples themselves) may 
have been in part to attract attention and gather a crowd. We see that the reaction to the 
tongues is similar to the reaction many people had to some of Jesus’ miraculous signs and 

Many of these reports are anecdotal, come from reputable sources, but have not been verified scientifically. For 4

example, I know a man who heard a young Indian boy (from India) speak English when he was initially filled with 
the Spirit. I know another man who had his tongue taped and analyzed by a linguist who believed it was an ancient 
language from Phoenicia. In other cases though, when tongues have been analyzed by linguists, they seem to lack 
the essential patterns of language. For a more thorough discussion of this, see Vern S. Poythress, “The Nature of 
Corinthian Glossolalia: Possible Options,” WTJ:xl (Fall 1977).
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wonders. They were amazed and perplexed; some mocked while others were searching for 
answers (“what does this mean?”). Whatever their reaction, they seemed ready to listen to 
what Peter was about to say. 

5. Luke records specific Jews that were in Jerusalem for Pentecost. They represent the 
entire known world at that time, fulfilling Jesus’ prediction from Acts 1:8. Although 
they all are witnessing a miracle from God (Galileans speaking these different 
languages), why do you think they had such different responses (vv.6, 12,13)? 

People from Galilee were not known to be well-educated and they spoke with a very distinct 
accent (see Mt.26:73). The fact that these uneducated people were speaking a whole host of 
various languages was astounding to the hearers. Some could not account for it (v.6), while 
others mocked and attributed it to drunkenness. Throughout the bible, people witnessing the 
same miraculous or supernatural event often had very different reactions (see Luke 11:14-16; 
John 11:45,46; 12:28,37). This probably has more to do with each person’s different 
preconceptions than their powers of observation. Nowhere does the bible suggest that “seeing 
is believing” because more often than not, seeing did not result in belief.  

It is interesting that some of these foreigners in Jerusalem who witnessed the outburst of 
tongues by the disciples actually accused them of being drunk. Drunkenness usually slurs 
people’s speech and doesn’t make it more intelligible. Perhaps they were doing something 
else Luke doesn’t mention that led some to that conclusion. 
    

6. Just 51 days earlier, Peter had behaved like a coward, denying he even knew Jesus 
to a servant girl (Lk.22:56). After the resurrection, Peter still seemed defeated and 
decided to go fishing, something he had once given up to follow Christ (see John 
21:3). Now he boldly stands up to offer an explanation to this huge crowd. How 
would you explain or describe the depth of change that happened to Peter when he 
was “baptized in the Holy Spirit”? 

Many people attribute Peter’s boldness in Jerusalem that day to the empty tomb and the 
appearance of the resurrected Christ. Yet it had been fifty days since Christ’s resurrection and 
this is the first indication that Peter has had any change of heart from his evening of failure. 

In Luke 24:49, Jesus had told the disciples that they were going to be “clothed with power 
from on high.” In Acts 1:5, He said they would be “baptized with the Holy Spirit.” These 
statements of Jesus give us some insight into what happened to Peter that Pentecost. 

The Greek word (endyo) translated “clothed” in Luke 24:49 literally means to dress oneself, 
or put something on oneself. It is sometimes used figuratively (e.g. put on Christ, put on 
spiritual armor, etc.) as it seems to be used here. The Greek word (dynamis) translated 
“power” suggests an inherent capacity to carry out something, whether physical, spiritual, 
military, etc. It is used 118 times in the New Testament. Here it refers to the miraculous 
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power of God. It is distinct from the word (exousia), which means the right or authority to do 
something. The Greek (baptizo) translated “baptized” in Acts 1:5 refers to complete 
immersion into water. Jews would baptize Gentiles who wished to convert. Baptism 
throughout Acts is referring to conversion baptism, which implies a change through 
identification with Christ and cleansing from sin. (The noun phrase “baptism with the Holy 
Spirit” never occurs in the New Testament.) In addition, Acts 2:4 says they were filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 

Peter’s encounter with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was a “whole person” experience, inside 
and out. He was immersed in the Spirit, he was filled with the Spirit and he was endowed 
with power. As we consider Jesus’ choice of words and the change that resulted in Peter, we 
can gain some appreciation for why the disciples had been told to wait in Jerusalem! 

7. Before preaching the gospel message, Peter takes some time to respond to the 
crowd’s “bewilderment.” How does he explain the unusual phenomenon? Do you 
think this is an important part of evangelism? Explain your answer. 

Perhaps if Peter had ignored people’s legitimate questions they would not have been open to 
listening to the gospel message he went on to preach. In fact, he did this regularly throughout 
Acts, explaining an unusual event such as a miracle or healing, and then proceeding to preach 
the gospel (3:12ff; 10:27ff). Here he responded in a way that would have been meaningful to 
the people in his day. Today, we may not be able to quote the bible when responding to the 
questions and objections of unbelievers, since the bible is no longer a respected source of 
information. But, according to Peter, we always must be prepared to answer those who 
question us about our faith (1 Peter 3:15). 

When the New Testament refers to the “last days,” it means time between the two comings of 
Christ. This is a period where the Kingdom of God has broken into the Kingdom of this 
world (see Lk.11:20); a time when the age to come has overlapped this present age. In the 
bible, the day of the Lord always meant the day of final judgment where the righteous would 
be saved and the wicked would be punished. It was associated with cataclysmic events and 
most did not look forward to it. In Joel, it is referred to as the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord. Here, Peter refers to it as “the great and glorious day of the Lord.” This slight 
discrepancy may be due to the fact that the New Testament writers used a Greek translation 
of the Old Testament, while today, we use a Hebrew translation. 

8. Peter then goes on to share the “kerygma,” or the message the apostles proclaimed 
of salvation through Christ. Note the key facts that Peter includes in his kerygma. 
What role do you think the Holy Spirit played in the formation and presentation of the 
kerygma? 

The Greek word translated “addressed” here suggests a divinely inspired utterance. 
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The central message of the apostles was always the death, resurrection and exaltation of 
Jesus Christ, coupled with an exhortation to repent, believe and be baptized. This is an 
excellent illustration of what Jesus said the Spirit would do: teach them all things (Jn.14:26), 
remind them of what Jesus had taught (14:26), lead them into truth (Jn.16:13), giving glory to 
Christ by taking what is His and making it known to them (16:14). 

When Paul explains the writing of scripture, he says that it is “God-breathed” (2 Tim.3:16), 
literally exhaled by God. It seems to be the same process at work here. The Holy Spirit gave 
Peter the words to say. How exactly the Spirit of God accomplishes this (inspiring speech or 
writing) without annihilating the individual personalities in the process is a mystery. 

In his first sermon, Peter doesn’t specifically mention faith (or believing) as an essential 
ingredient for salvation. Elsewhere in Acts, it is included in the preaching (Acts 3:16; 10:43; 
13:39). Some have taken this passage to mean that water baptism is essential for salvation. 
But elsewhere in the New Testament, the apostles taught that salvation is by faith alone 
through Christ alone, and that water baptism is an outward sign of what already has taken 
place inwardly (see Rom.10:9-10). In the early church, however, water baptism was closely 
linked to repentance and saving faith in Christ.  

By saying “in the name of Jesus,” Peter is not reciting a liturgical formula but emphasizing 
that when one it baptized, one is personally committed to and identified with the Lord Jesus. 

Luke wrote that “3000 were added to their number that day.” It may seem like Luke has 
inflated this number, but it is very likely that Jerusalem was swelling with out-of-town 
Jewish pilgrims. Travel on the sea was dangerous at certain times of the year because of bad 
weather. Therefore, out of the three annual holy days (Passover, Feast of Booths and 
Pentecost), Pentecost would have been the best attended. 

9. In addition to “the facts,” Peter also shares a personal testimony (v.32). What makes 
a personal testimony such a powerful aspect of evangelism? 

Lawyers know the value of an eyewitness account to the making of their case. The personal 
testimony of someone to the truth of Christianity or the life-changing power of a relationship 
with Christ is just as valuable. More people come to Christ through the personal testimony of 
a credible witness (friend or relative) than almost any other way. 

10.The crowd was “cut to the heart” and appealed to Peter as to what they should do 
next. Jesus had said that part of the Holy Spirit’s job would be to convict the world of 
guilt. In this situation, what had the Spirit done to convict the crowd? 

Through these uneducated disciples from Galilee, the Spirit had declared the “wonders of 
God” in the native languages of the people in the crowd. The Spirit had then emboldened 
Peter to get up in front of this large crowd to speak, giving him words to say. Peter’s 
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presentation seemed strong and clear, and the events he spoke of still were fresh in 
everyone’s mind. The set of circumstances were perfectly orchestrated for the Spirit to work.  

In 2 Cor.4:4, Paul writes that “the god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that 
they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” Part 
of the Spirit’s work seems to be to remove this spiritual blindness so that people can see. 
  

11. Peter gave the crowd specific instructions about what they should do in response to 
his message. Then he told them that they and their children and people “who are far 
off” and “all whom the Lord our God will call” can receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
just like the disciples had. Do you think Peter is suggesting that the kind of power 
displayed in Acts 2 (and throughout the rest of Acts) would be available to us even 
today? What leads you to your conclusion?  

Christians have debated this point and some feel that the experiences of the apostles were 
intended to be unique to the first-century church. However, there is no New Testament verse 
or passage to suggest that the experiences the disciples had with the Holy Spirit were to cease 
or were in any way unique to them. In fact, the clearer message from verses like Acts 2:39 is 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit (being “clothed with power from on high” and being “baptized 
with the Holy Spirit”) is a promise from God we today can depend on. 

APPLYING THE TEXT 

12. Imagine yourself as one of the disciples when the room filled with the sound of the 
wind, tongues of fire seemed to appear over people’s heads and you all began to 
speak in foreign languages. Although powerful phenomena often was associated 
with the Spirit in the Old Testament, Jesus had not told you what to expect when the 
Spirit was given. How do you think you would have felt during this experience? What 
lessons could you learn from this that could apply to the sometimes “unusual” 
phenomenon that is associated with the Holy Spirit? 

13.Peter set a good example for us by responding to onlookers’ bewilderment and 
offering them both a rational and a biblical explanation for the unusual phenomenon. 
In what ways can you take his example and apply it to situations you encounter 
today? 

14.Peter was a changed man because of the “pouring out of the Spirit” on that day of 
Pentecost. What do you think you should do to appropriate the “power” that is 
promised to you through the Holy Spirit? What sort of changes do you think being 
“clothed with power” and “filled with the Spirit” would bring in your life? 

15. It is clear that the Holy Spirit was given for a purpose. The experience the disciples 
had was not intended to be an end in itself. Many in the church today seem to go to 
one of two extremes. Either they seek an experience for experience sake, or they 
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rush out to “be witnesses” before being properly clothed with power. In both cases, 
believers remain ineffective and fruitless. How can you as a Christian make sure you 
strike the right balance?  

WRAPPING IT UP 
Some Christians believe accepting Christ as Lord and Savior and being “born-again” is 
the only experience they need with the Holy Spirit. While it is true that a person receives 
the Spirit at the time of their salvation, it also is true that believers can be filled with the 
Spirit or anointed with the Spirit for special service again and again. Paul’s admonition in 
Eph.5:18, to be continually filled with the Spirit, is an ongoing process, not a one-time 
event.  

In the book of Acts, the apostles often would lay hands on people and pray for them to 
receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17). Although this was not necessary for receiving the 
Spirit (see Acts 10:44ff) it was done then and still is done today. Considering all the 
enormous benefits of being filled with the Holy Spirit, take some time at the close of this 
study to lay hands on each other and pray that God would “clothe you with power from 
on high.”  
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3 

Jesus and the Spirit 
Demonstrations of Power 

Luke 3 & 4 

“Jesus Christ obtained power for His divine works not by His inherent divinity, but 
by His anointing through the Holy Spirit. He was subject to the same conditions of 
power as other men.” 
       R.A. Torrey 
       What the Bible Teaches   
      

“Now wherever the Spirit of God is revealed in the biblical sphere, this happens in 
a twofold way, en ergo kai logo [in deed and word]. The two belong indissolubly 
together. The word is never without its accompanying deed and the deed is never 
without the word that proclaims it. So too with Jesus: the concluding revelation is 
manifested in two ways (see Matthew 11:5f): in acts of power and in words of 
authority.” 

       Joachim Jeremias 
       New Testament Theology    

Copyright © 1998 by Marlene Nathan 
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AIM OF STUDY 
To discover the role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ ministry of “demonstration and 
proclamation.”  

KEY VERSE 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

OPENERS  
My favorite part of the school day when I was in kindergarten was show and tell. I 
always liked watching my classmates demonstrate their newest toys and listening to them 
explain how they worked. I still like show and tell today. I love, for example, a TV show 
on The Discovery Channel called “Chefs from Around the World.” On this show, 
different chefs both tell and demonstrate how to prepare some exotic dish. It just 
wouldn’t be the same to listen to that show on the radio!   

It’s been said that Jesus’ public ministry was a lot like show and tell. He taught and He 
performed miracles. It wouldn’t have been enough for Him to do either one or the other. 
This is why some Christians have called Jesus the “Word-Worker.” He spoke the Words 
of God and He did the Works of God. In fact, Jesus advised his disciples not to believe 
the words He said unless He also did the works of the Father (see John 14:10-11). And 
when John the Baptist inquired whether or not Jesus was “the one,” He responded by 
saying, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard.” (Luke 7:22). Jesus 
was apparently very big on show and tell!   

The reason show and tell is so popular is that it’s one of the most effective methods of 
communication. Educators have known this for years. The more senses we use in the 
learning process, the more information we will retain. A student who not only hears a 
lecture but also watches a demonstration and participates in an experiment will be more 
likely to remember that particular lesson.  It’s one thing to listen to Jesus preach the good 
news of the Kingdom of God. It’s quite another to see Him cast a demon out of someone, 
or heal a man born blind. To be able to see the effects of God’s kingdom rule played out 
in a life is powerful. These “signs” were evidence that the Kingdom had in fact come. 
Jesus was not just all talk. “But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the 
Kingdom of God has come to you.” (Lk.11:20) 
  
In the last two studies, we looked at what Jesus said about the Spirit on the night He was 
betrayed, and what happened at Pentecost when the Spirit first came. Now we’ll flash 
back three years and examine the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. We’ll consider His 
methods of “show and tell” and the things He both taught and did. In particular, we’ll 
focus on the Spirit’s role in “demonstrations of power” and “teaching with authority.” 
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STUDY THE PASSAGE: Luke 3:21-23; 4:14-30 

The Gospel of Luke 
Luke had a particular interest in the Holy Spirit and mentions Him more in his gospel than 
the other two synoptic writers. (See 1:35; 1:15; 2:25-35; 4:1, 14, 18; 11:13; 24:49). The word 
“power” (dynamos) also occurs more often in Luke than in Matthew and Mark.  

Setting the Scene 
In this passage in Luke, Jesus is about to make the transition from private life to public life, 
from Jesus of Nazareth, son of the local carpenter, to Jesus the Messiah, Prophet of God and 
worker of miracles.  

1. Imagine you are a local Nazarene and an acquaintance of Jesus. What kinds of 
things would convince you that Jesus was not just an ordinary carpenter? How do 
you think you may have reacted to Jesus’ “demonstrations of power?” 

2. Jesus’ baptism was not a “private affair” since many people were present at the time 
also being baptized by John at the River Jordan (v.21). Why might this be 
significant? How was Jesus’ baptism different from theirs? What is significant about 
the Spirit descending on Jesus and the voice from heaven? 

John’s ministry prepared the way for Jesus in that he exposed the people’s sins, warned them 
of certain judgment and so revealed their need for a Savior. People must hear and understand 
the bad news before they can or will fully respond to the good news.  

So John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance (3:3), but this was not why Jesus was 
baptized. Jesus didn’t need to repent of anything! Through baptism, He was publicly identifying with 
sinners, whom He had come to save and thereby was “fulfilling all righteousness” (Mt.3:15). 

Jesus’ baptism marked His “inauguration” into His public ministry. It was here that He was 
anointed and empowered by the Holy Spirit and it was here that the Father officially 
commissioned Him by verbally placing His “stamp of approval” on Jesus. There were two 
other occasions for the voice from heaven (see Lk.9:35 & Jn.12:28). This public affirmation 
of Jesus by God the Father was obviously for our benefit as much as it was for Jesus’, since it 
was not a secret exchange between Him and His Father (see John 6:27;38). 

Luke says here that “heaven opened.” Mark describes this scene as “heaven being torn” (Mk.
1:10). A similar idea is expressed as a prayer in Is.64:1. It was believed that the heavens were 
like a curtain. There may be a connection with the curtain in the temple that separated men 
from God and which was torn at the crucifixion of Jesus (see Mt.27:51; Mk.15:38; Lk.23:45).     

3. Compare Luke 3:16 and 3:22. Note that when Jesus baptizes us, it will be with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire, yet when He is baptized, the Holy Spirit comes like a dove. 
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What do these two very different images communicate about the Spirit and why do 
you think they are used?  

In scripture, the dove often represented innocence or purity (see Mt. 10:16 “…innocent as 
doves”).  In contrast, fire often represented judgment or purification. Jesus needed no 
purification, since He was pure and sinless. We, however, are corrupted by sin. When we 
come in contact with the Holy Spirit, there is cleansing and purifying that needs to be done! 

4. Anointing in the Old Testament had tremendous significance. In what ways was 
Jesus’ baptism similar to anointing?  

Anointing in the Old Testament was ultimately an act of God (1 Sam.10:1). It set apart the 
“anointed” for God and made them holy (e.g. Ex.30:22-29). It gave the “anointed” special 
authority (e.g. the anointing of a king). And it equipped the “anointed” for special service (1 
Sam.16:12-13). All of these things could be applied to Jesus at His baptism. It is also 
significant that Jesus is called the Messiah (Hebrew) or Christ (Greek), which means 
“Anointed One”. 

5. Luke notes that Jesus returns to Galilee “in the power of the Spirit.” Why do you 
think this is an important fact to mention? What does it mean exactly? How did the 
“power of the Spirit” seem to affect Jesus’ ministry?  

The Greek word used for power in verse 14 is dynamis which means to posses the inherent 
capacity or ability to do something. This is different from the Greek word exousia, which 
means to have the right or the authority to do something. One may have the authority but not 
possess the actual ability. 

Witnesses of Jesus’ earthly ministry often noted that He exhibited both power (in the things 
He did, see 4:36) and authority (in the things He said, see 4:32). Power is the ability to do 
something and authority is the right to do something. For example, a policeman has the 
authority to stand in the middle of the street and stop traffic by just raising his hand and 
blowing his whistle. He does not, however, have the power to stop traffic with just one hand. 
Jesus had both: authority from the Father to teach and power from the Spirit to do miraculous 
signs.  

Luke specifies that the power Jesus had to do miracles was not His power, but the Spirit’s.  
    

6. Jesus read a passage from the prophet Isaiah. Summarize in your own words the 
portion of scripture Jesus read. In what ways is the passage from Isaiah describing a 
ministry of “show and tell?” Why is this scripture such an appropriate introduction to 
Jesus’ public ministry? 

It was common in Jesus’ day for reputable visitors to be invited to read from the scriptures 
and actually teach in the synagogue. Jesus did not choose which prophet to read, but did 
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choose which verses. It would have been unlikely for the entire book of Isaiah to fit on one 
scroll. He was providentially given the portion containing Is.61. By standing up Jesus 
indicated He wanted to read, and by sitting down He indicated He was about to teach. 

It is significant that in Luke, before Jesus did any ministry, He pointed to the scriptures. He 
(as well as the gospel writers) was intent to show that everything about His life on earth was 
the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. It is also significant that Jesus quotes the phrase 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me…” Christians often believe it is because Jesus is Divine 
that He was able to heal the sick and raise the dead. But Jesus Himself says it is because the 
Spirit of the Lord was upon Him. 

All the people in Jesus’ hometown spoke well of Him until He brought up the stories of the 
widow in Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian, both taken from the Old Testament. The people 
became angry with Jesus because these were two accounts of God extending His grace to 
non-Israelites, whom the Jews despised. The prophets Elijah and Elisha did miracles among 
the Gentiles because the Israelites were rebellious. The people of Nazareth didn’t like what 
Jesus was implying was true about them.  

7. In verses 31-37, we find Jesus again in the synagogue, “as was His custom” (4:16). 
Describe what happened that particular day at Sabbath worship. How do the people 
respond to this incident? Who (besides Jesus) in this story really understands what 
is going on?  

People were amazed at both Jesus’ words and His deeds. He taught so differently from the 
Rabbis of the day. Jesus taught with authority! Back then, Rabbis would usually just quote 
other scholars and experts, citing what they said about a particular portion of the bible. But 
Jesus would declare, “Truly, truly I say to you…” No one would have cited themself as an 
authority like Jesus did.  

Demons always seemed to know exactly who Jesus was, even though they were not inclined 
to worship Him as God or obey Him as Lord.  

8. How does this incident demonstrate the truth of what Jesus had said in the 
synagogue back in Nazareth? 

Jesus had said He would fulfill the scripture from Isaiah, that He would “proclaim freedom 
to the captives.” Having a demon is like being held captive by it (see Luke 11:17-22). This 
man was a prisoner, held captive by a demon and Jesus set him free. 

There are numerous references in the gospels to demon-possessions and demon expulsions. 
Jesus’ presence seemed to bring demons out of the woodwork. It is clear that the coming of 
the Kingdom of God in the ministry of Jesus declared war on Satan and his kingdom (Luke 
11:20; Col.2:15; 1 John 3:8). The Greek in verse 33 is literally “a man having a demon.” 
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While such a phrase is often translated “demon-possession,” the idea in the Greek is really 
less precise. It actually sounds more like the man possesses the demon. Thirteen times in the 
gospels the Greek word daimonizomai is used. It also is translated “demon-possession” 
although the meaning in the Greek is unclear. It appears that there is a wide range of 
demonic influence that is described in the New Testament, so it may be inaccurate to call 
them all “demon-possession.” There is a big difference, for example, between the Gerasenes 
demoniac (Luke 8:26-39) and the man in Luke 4. The man in Luke must have seemed 
normal or else he may have been barred from the Sabbath service at the synagogue.  

It is not clear why Jesus did not allow demons to accurately identify Him. It is possible that a 
premature revelation of Christ would have thwarted God’s timetable for Him. It is also 
possible that Jesus did not want any publicity from the enemy camp.  

9. Jesus leaves the synagogue and goes to the home of his friend, Simon Peter. What 
does He do at Peter’s house and exactly how does He do it (compare with verse 35 
& 41b)? How is Jesus’ method for healing Peter’s mother-in-law consistent with 
Luke’s statement “his message (logos) had authority (4:32)?” 

The same Greek word epitimao is translated “rebuked” in verse 35, 39 and 41. It literally 
means to sternly reprimand or express disapproval. Note that it is used twice with regards to 
demons and once with regards to the fever. 

The Greek word logos (word), which is found more often in Luke than the other gospels, is 
used to express the entirety of Jesus’ message (e.g.1:2; 4:32). For Luke, the logos is both 
word and deed; what Jesus said and what Jesus did (see also Acts 1:1). 

Jesus spoke to both the demons and the fever and expected these things to obey His 
command. That fact demonstrated that He had authority.  People often say that talk is cheap. 
Jesus’ words, despite their truth and inherent authority, would not have had the impact they 
did without the accompanying deeds. But because Jesus was able to back up what He said 
with powerful deeds, His message was validated (see Luke 5:17-26; John 10:37-38). 

10.Read Philippians 2:6-11. Verse 7 literally reads, “He emptied Himself” and scholars 
have interpreted that to mean that Christ voluntarily laid aside His prerogatives as 
God in order to become a man. (Exactly what prerogatives, though, has been 
debated.) In light of this lesson, describe how you think Jesus was able to have a 
“show and tell” type ministry. (Read John 5:19,20,30 to help you answer. Jesus had 
just healed a paralytic in John 5 and was “discussing theology” with the Jewish 
religious leaders.) 

In John 5, Jesus declares His complete dependence upon the Father. He doesn’t 
independently decide to do anything and He can’t independently do anything. He does only 
what the Father wants Him to do. And He does these things not in His own power, but in the 
power of the Spirit. 
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The implication of this for us is clear. If Jesus performed mighty deeds and miracles not 
because He was God in the flesh but because He was led by the Father and anointed with the 
Spirit, then as His followers, we can also do the works that Jesus did (see John 14:12). We 
too can be led by the Father and anointed with the Spirit.  

11. Read John 14:12. Christians have for years debated what the “greater things” are 
that Jesus has for us to do. In the context of the passage, what do you think are the 
“greater things” Jesus is talking about? In what ways is Jesus’ ministry our ministry? 
In what ways was His Galilean ministry unique?  

It is clear from the context that Jesus is referring to miracles (healings, deliverances, etc.) 
and not to salvation. Some Christians believe the “greater things” refers to leading people 
into a saving relationship with Christ. While that is great, that is not what Jesus is talking 
about here. Others believe that the “greater things” refers to the many more people we will 
reach with the gospel. While it is great that hundreds of thousands of people have come to 
Christ through the ministry of the church, that is not what Jesus is talking about here. He is 
talking about “what he has been doing”: miracles. 

Jesus modeled for us how we are to do these “greater things.” He did not have an unfair 
advantage over us as the Son of God. He chose to lay aside all of His divine attributes and 
minister as a man, in the power of the Spirit. We may run into trouble because our 
communication with the Father is not that good. We may have a tendency to disobey and do 
our own thing a lot of times. We also may struggle with pride and be tempted to take some 
of the glory for ourselves. Jesus didn’t have any of these problems. Our “ministry” therefore, 
may never be on the same level as His, but it is definitely a possibility for us. Jesus wouldn’t 
have promised us “greater things” if it wasn’t. 

WRAPPING IT UP 
It was while Jesus was praying that the Holy Spirit descended upon Him as a dove, 
dramatically enabling Him to minister with power and authority. Take some time as a group 
to pray for the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  

While Jesus’ mission on earth was in many ways unique, there were other aspects of it that 
we are intended to imitate. As His followers, we are called to continue what He started (see 
Acts 1:1). In order to apply this truth personally, begin to ask the Father for guidance in what 
He wants you to be doing each day. In particular, look for “what the Father is doing” in a 
person or situation. Jesus said in John 5 that the “Father loves the Son and shows Him all He 
does.” Believe that God loves you and wants to show you His will. And then, practice 
depending on the Holy Spirit’s power and not your own power or ingenuity or cleverness. 
Understand that it’s Christ’s authority and not your own that gives you the right to do even 
“greater things” than Jesus did.     
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4 

The Apostles and the Spirit 
Demonstrations of Power  

Acts 3 & 9 

This was the generation whose preaching (of Peter and Stephen and Philip and 
Paul) was more anointed than the preaching of any generation following. If any 
preaching was the power of God unto salvation and did not need accompanying 
signs and wonders, it was this preaching. Moreover, this was the generation with 
more immediate and compelling evidence of the truth of the resurrection than any 
generation since. Hundreds of eyewitnesses to the risen Lord were alive in 
Jerusalem. If any generation in the history of the church knew the power of 
preaching and the authentication of the gospel from first-hand evidence of the 
resurrection, it was this one. Yet it was they who prayed passionately for God to 
stretch forth His hand in signs and wonders. 

John Piper 
       “Signs and Wonders: Another View” 
       The Standard 

Copyright © 1998 by Marlene Nathan 
No portion of this material may be copied or distributed  

outside of Vineyard Columbus. 
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AIM OF STUDY 
To discover if the disciples imitated Jesus’ type of ministry and what role the Holy Spirit 
played in the disciples’ ministry. 

KEY VERSE 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”  (Acts 
1:8) 

OPENERS  
Dan Shaw was a missionary with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Papua New Guinea. An 
elderly man named Hagowanobiayo (hereafter referred to as “H.”) had become Dan’s 
close friend and assistant as he attempted to translate the bible into the Samo language. In 
1975, H. became seriously ill with malaria. He tried tribal rituals and cultural traditions to 
heal himself but only grew worse. Dan supplied him with medication, but this didn’t help 
either. Eventually, H. was confined to bed. Dan would bring him portions of scripture and 
together they would work on translating. One afternoon, Dan brought John 5:1-15. After 
reading him the healing story of the paralytic, H. cried, “That’s me! That’s me!” He 
turned to Dan. “I want you to ask Jesus to heal me.” Dan became desperate inside. “I’m 
just a Baptist boy from Tucson,” he thought. “This isn’t in my bag of tricks.” But in the 
face of H.’s faith, he felt he had to. He mumbled a short prayer and then went home. He 
and his wife together sought the Lord. “Your name is on the line,” they prayed. “You’ve 
got to come through!” Three days later, to the entire village’s amazement, H. was up, 
walking with a cane. When he informed Dan that Jesus had healed him, Dan skeptically 
suggested that it was probably due to the medication or one of his tribal rituals. Stunned, 
H. poked him in the ribs with his cane and with great deliberation said, “DON’T YOU 
BELIEVE?” (As a result of H.’s healing, many in the village came to Christ. He lived 
several more years and was a leader in the village church.)  5

What did Hogwanobiayo understand that missionary Dan Shaw did not? He understood 
that those who call themselves disciples of Jesus are to do the same things Jesus did. 
Disciples in New Testament times understood this as well. They knew that to be disciple 
meant changing and becoming like the Master. They spent hours with the Master, 
watching, listening and absorbing all that He said and did. Eventually they changed, and 
when people looked at them, they saw the Master.  

Jesus worked to reproduce Himself in His disciples, to make them His extension into the 
world. “He who listens to you listens to me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent 
me.” (Lk.10:16)  “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

 This story was taken from Stories from the Front Lines by Jane Rumph (Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, a 5

division of Baker Books, 1996), p.49-52.
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brothers of mine, you did for me.” (Mt.25:40) Paul understood this when he wrote that 
we are “Christ’s ambassadors” through whom Christ was making His appeal to the world 
(2 Cor.5:20). 

Jesus healed the sick and cast out demons as signs that the kingdom of God had arrived. 
He commissioned the twelve and later the seventy to do the same (Lk.9:1-6; 10:1-17). 
After His resurrection, He commissioned His disciples to go and make more disciples, 
“teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (Mt.28:20). Jesus seemed to 
have established a legacy from Master to disciple and from disciple to disciple. This 
raises some questions, though, for us. Does Jesus expect us to obey His commands to 
heal the sick, drive out demons today? What should ministry “in the power of the Spirit” 
look like for us as individuals and for us as gathered bodies of believers? 

In the thirteenth century, a monastic scholar named Thomas Aquinas once called upon the 
Pope, Innocent II. The Pope was in the process of counting a large sum of money and 
commented to Aquinas, “The church can no longer say, ‘Silver and gold have I none.’” 
Aquinas replied, “True, Holy Father, and neither can she now say, ‘Arise and walk.’”  6

This indictment by Aquinas is as applicable today as it was when he first said it.  

As we study a couple passages from the book of Acts, let’s see what kind of “disciples” 
the apostles turned out to be and what we should learn from their example. We are, after 
all, urged to imitate to them as well as Christ (1 Cor.4:16; Heb.6:12).  

1. Read Acts 1:1. What do you think Luke is suggesting in his statement “all that Jesus 
began to do and teach”?  

STUDY THE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-16 

Setting the Scene 
Luke had just summarized at the end of chapter two how the early church was doing. The 
Holy Spirit had been poured out, Peter had preached his first sermon, 3000 were saved 
and more were being saved with each passing day. Things were going great! On top of all 
this, many miraculous signs and wonders were being done through the apostles (2:43). 
This story in Acts 3 is an illustration of one.  

2. What was the occasion for this healing? What do you think prompted Peter to heal 
the crippled beggar in the first place? 

New Testament Christians continued to observe the religious duties of Judaism (see Acts 
2:46). There were set times everyday for sacrifices and prayer in the temple. Questions about 

 F.F. Bruce, Commentary on the Book of Acts, (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1980), p.84.6
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the replacement of these sacrifices with the sacrifice of Christ had probably not yet arisen. 
Peter and John are therefore doing what most devout Jewish men would have done at the 
time.  

Luke tells us that the exact place of the healing was a temple gate called Beautiful. This was 
probably the main entrance from the Court of the Gentiles on the eastern side of the temple. 
It was 75 feet tall and covered with bronze, hence its name. Almsgiving was considered 
meritorious, so pious Jews who were going to the temple would be the most inclined to give. 
The cripple very strategically chose his spot for begging. 

While the text doesn’t say precisely what motivated Peter to heal the cripple, we may assume 
it was simple compassion. This often was Jesus’ motivation (see Mk.1:41; Mt.14:14). Peter 
apparently had nothing materially to give to the man and felt pity for his plight. 

3. The healing of the beggar was instantaneous, correcting a life-long disability. Note 
specifically everything that Peter said and did. What things were similar to things 
Jesus did when he healed people? What was different? Do you think this is an 
example of good “discipleship”? Explain your answer. 

Luke makes sure to provide us with information regarding the length and severity of this 
man’s condition. This underscores the magnitude of the miracle. 

The similarities between this healing and many done by Jesus that are recorded in the gospels 
are striking. Peter commands the man to walk – so did Jesus often command the lame or 
paralyzed to walk (John 5:8 and Luke 5:24). Peter gives the man his hand and helps him up – 
so did Jesus often touch people or help them up from their bed (Mk.1:31 and Mk.5:41).  

Peter commanded the healing “in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth” which of course, 
Jesus never did. Peter was not just reciting a formula here. He was acting on behalf of Christ, 
saying and doing what Christ Himself would have done, much the same way a foreign 
ambassador acts on behalf of the country he represents. He was certainly acting within the 
limits of the authority Christ had delegated to him (see Luke 9:1,2). It’s been noted that “the 
power was Christ’s but the hand was Peter’s.”  It is interesting to note that Jesus Himself 7

never healed anyone by saying “in the name of the Father.” He had authority in Himself as 
the Son. 

Luke also tells us that Peter and John both looked straight at the man and had him look back 
at them. While Luke doesn’t tell us why these details were worth noting, it is interesting to 
speculate. The gospels never record an instance where Jesus did this, but perhaps Jesus never 
had to. Because of His reputation, He usually had people’s full, undivided attention. They 
were often coming to Him, seeking a healing or deliverance. (The one possible exception to 

 John R.W. Stott, The Message of Acts (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 1990), p.91.7
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this is John 5:6, where Jesus asked the paralytic, “Do you want to get well?” emphasis 
added)  This beggar at the temple, on the other hand, was mentally focused on begging and 
probably didn’t take much notice of individuals in the crowd. The fact that Peter wanted his 
full attention may have something to do with the need to change his state of mind. It’s clear 
from the gospels that faith was a necessary ingredient for healing (see Mt.13:58). Luke tells 
us that Peter excited in the man a note of expectancy. It may be that it is impossible for 
someone to passively and indifferently receive a miraculous healing. 

4. This healing was not done “in a corner”, but out in the open with many people 
around. Describe the scene immediately following the healing. How did the man 
respond? How did the crowd respond? Read Acts 4:1,2. How did the religious 
authorities respond? How are all these different responses to the healing similar to 
what Jesus had experienced during His public ministry? 

Luke tells us the people were astonished, filled with wonder and amazement.  These were 
common responses to miracles in the New Testament (Lk.4:36; 5:9,26; 7:16). They do not, 
however, indicate an understanding of the significance of the miracle nor are they the same 
as genuine faith. 

The man on the other hand was ecstatic and apparently did not want to let Peter and John out 
of either his sight or his grasp. This also was very similar to the response from people whom 
Jesus healed (see Lk.8:38). They were not so much in shock (amazement) as they were 
overjoyed.   

The authorities were as always not pleased, particularly with Peter’s interpretation of the 
healing. The Sadduces were just one of several Jewish factions that were active at the time. 
They were relatively small in number, but powerful. They represented the wealthiest 
families, controlling the temple, the priesthood as well as the lucrative trade in sacrifices. 
They did not believe in the doctrine of resurrection, so Peter’s sermon topic would have 
especially angered them. The Pharisees were larger in number and better known to most of 
the common people. Their emphasis was on strict obedience to the law, as well as their own 
traditions, as the means of justification before God. Both groups clashed with Jesus. Jesus 
objected to the Sadduces false doctrine about the resurrection (Mt.23-33) and to the 
Pharisees’ hypocritical life-style (Mt.23).   

The fact that the disciples immediately began experiencing the same kind of opposition that 
Jesus experienced during His ministry is a fulfillment of His Words from Mt.10:24,25. This 
should be interpreted as a good sign. The disciples were proving to be good students of their 
Master.  

5. As we saw in our previous study, Jesus’ ministry was show and tell, demonstration 
and proclamation. How was Peter’s ministry similar to Jesus’? How was this incident 
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similar to what happened in Acts 2 (lesson 2)? The text doesn’t specifically mention 
the Holy Spirit. What do you think was the Spirit’s role in this event? 

As with his first sermon, Peter first explained the unusual phenomenon and then proceeded to 
the kerygma: the death and resurrection of Christ. He included here also how Christ fulfilled 
their Holy Scriptures and the appropriate response to this message: “repent and believe.”  

It is important to see that these demonstrations of power are closely linked to the 
proclamation of the gospel message. There is a need to have these miraculous phenomenons 
properly interpreted for people. There is also, though, an urgency to take advantage of 
people’s “state of mind” at the moment (e.g., amazement, astonishment, etc.), which may 
indicate openness to God and a readiness to believe the gospel message. 

Jesus described the giving of the Spirit as being “clothed with power from on high” (Lk.
24:48). It seems that once the Spirit had been given, there was a dramatic change in the 
disciples (increase in boldness, signs and wonders, etc.). It wasn’t until Jesus was baptized 
and the Holy Spirit came on Him that He began His ministry of preaching, teaching and 
healing. It is worth noting that at times, Jesus seemed to be consciously, perhaps even 
physically aware of this “power” (Lk.8:46). Power was needed to produce the physical 
changes that took place when someone was healed. So in this case, the Spirit was probably at 
work both in Peter (clothing him with power to speak and act on Jesus’ behalf) and in the 
beggar (actually accomplishing the healing).  

STUDY THE PASSAGE: Acts 9:32-43 

Setting the Scene 
Luke is beginning to set the stage for Peter’s ministry outreach to the Gentiles in the next 
chapter. In this section, he is beginning to travel outside of Jerusalem to visit those 
believers who were either scattered by persecution (Acts 8:1) or were out-of-town 
converts from the day of Pentecost. Joppa was an important port city on the 
Mediterranean Sea. Lydda was a small town just north of the road between Jerusalem and 
Joppa.  

6. Why does Peter go to Lydda in the first place? Who does he find there and what do 
we learn about this man from the text? 

Jesus often set off for a particular town or region in order to preach the good news of the 
Kingdom only to encounter crowds of sick people who approached Him for healing. In the 
same way, Peter goes off to Lydda to visit and perhaps encourage the new believers there, 
only to be met by a paralytic who had been bedridden for eight years. The word “paralytic” 
in the New Testament does not just refer to victims of spinal cord injuries who were 
permanently paralyzed. This term was used to refer to a whole host of conditions that 
rendered a person unable to walk. 
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7. How is Aeneas healed? Compare this incident with Luke 5:17-26 and note all the 

similarities. Why do you think both Peter and Jesus instruct healed paralytics to 
“take care of their mats”? What happens in the aftermath of this healing in Lydda? 
What does this tell you about the value of “imitating Jesus” in ministry? 

This time, Peter says, “Jesus Christ heals you.” This is the aoristic present tense, which 
literally means “This moment Jesus Christ heals you.” Both Jesus and Peter in these two 
accounts commanded the healing. They did not touch these paralytics or even pray. The post 
healing instruction to “pick up” or “take care of” your mat may have to do with the need for 
these two healed paralytics to change some of their attitudes. Invalids often adopt a passive, 
dependant mentality because of their disability. Now that these men were healed, they needed 
to start taking care of themselves. 

Luke tells us that this healing had far-reaching affects. Two towns, Lydda and Sharon, are 
converted. We can only assume that Peter followed his habit of preaching the gospel message 
in the aftermath of the miracle. 

8. Describe the scene in Joppa. Why at this point do you think they sent for Peter? 
After all, he had never raised anyone from the dead! What does that tell you about 
their expectations of a disciple of Jesus? 

The death of this beloved disciple named Tabitha brought out lots of mourners. It was 
customary in Palestine for mourners to gather at the home of the deceased and to be quite 
demonstrative. Luke tells us that Tabitha’s body was washed and placed in an upstairs room.  
This is somewhat unusual because there is no mention of anointing the body for burial, which 
would have been customary. It is also unusual because the body was placed in an upstairs 
room. Customs differed outside of Jerusalem, which could account for this. But it’s worth 
noting that the upstairs room was where the prophets Elijah and Elisha both raised boys from 
the dead (see 1 Kings 17:19; 2 Kings 4:10,21). Perhaps the Christians in Joppa were hoping 
for something. 

Peter is urged to come at once since burial could not be postponed much longer. Even though 
Peter himself had never raised anyone from the dead (in fact, there are only two resurrections 
in Acts, Tabitha and Eutychus in 20:7-12), the believers in Joppa were probably familiar with 
accounts of Jesus raising the dead. Luke tells us that Peter is taken immediately up to the 
room where Tabitha’s body was, strongly suggesting that they wanted him to “continue what 
Jesus had begun.” 

9. Note all the details that transpire in verses 39-42. Compare them with an incident in 
Luke 8:49-56. What similarities do you find? Why do you think the details are so 
similar? Why do you think both Jesus and Peter removed the mourners from the 
room (see Mt.13:58 to help you answer)? 
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The scene in Luke and here in Acts are strangely similar. Even what Jesus and Peter say is 
remarkably similar. Peter says, “Tabitha, get up,” which in Aramaic is “Tabitha cumi.” It is 
only one letter different from the command Jesus issued to Jairus’ daughter, “Talitha 
cumi” (see Mk.5:41). The only notable difference was the fact that Peter knelt and prayed. 
The rooms were emptied perhaps because of the unbelief the mourners for this most powerful 
miracle.  

10.The text doesn’t tell us why only Peter healed the sick and raised the dead in these 
two instances. There is no mention that any of the believers in either Lydda or Joppa 
felt that they could heal the sick or raise the dead. Which do you think is the most 
reasonable explanation for this? Support your answer. 

• The Spirit empowered only the twelve apostles to heal the sick and raise 
the dead. 

• Believers in the early church didn’t know the Spirit could do those things 
through them. 

• Peter had seen Jesus heal and raise the dead, so he knew how to do it. 
• Peter had seen Jesus heal and raise the dead, so he believed God could 

do it through him. 
• The other believers were not mature enough yet to do miracles. 
• Nobody in Lydda or Joppa had been given the gift of healing. 
• God wanted everyone to recognize Peter’s special status. 
• Other (your ideas) 

   
APPLY THE PASSAGE 

11. Applying the stories in Acts to our modern situation isn’t always that simple. Luke’s goal in 
writing was to tell us what did happen then and not necessarily what should happen today. 
For example, we read in Acts about believers breaking bread (communion), baptizing new 
converts and having everything “in common” (see Acts 2:44-45). Today, Christians regularly 
take communion and are baptized, but few have all their belongings in common. It’s 
important, therefore, to determine which stories may have precedent for us today and which 
may not. 

As we consider our topic, “demonstrations of power,” briefly look at these texts: Lk.9:1-6; 
10:1,9; Mt.28:18-20; Acts 5:12-16; 6:8; 8:5-7; 14:3; 19:11-12; Gal.3:5; Heb.2:3b-4) and then 
answer the following questions:    

• Is “demonstration and proclamation” commanded anywhere else in scripture?  
• Is “demonstration and proclamation” something Jesus did regularly (see previous 

study)?  
• Can we find a pattern of “demonstration and proclamation” in other texts and with 

other people? 
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Now answer this question: Do you think ministry today ought to include 
demonstration and proclamation (miraculous signs and wonders as well as 
preaching) just as it did in the New Testament? Explain your viewpoint.  

12. There is no doubt that the original twelve disciples had a tremendous advantage over us. 
They spent three years with Jesus watching Him preach, teach and perform miracles. The 
Gospels record 41 separate references to healing and demon expulsions. John hints that even 
this is but a fraction of all that Jesus did (John 21:25). When called upon to heal the sick or 
raise the dead, Peter naturally imitated exactly what he had seen Jesus do perhaps hundreds 
of times before. While we don’t have Jesus in the flesh as a model, we do have other models. 

Who has been a good model for you as a Christian? How has he or she helped you? 
In what ways are Peter and the other apostles good models for us today? If you 
have no model in your life, what kind of modeling would you like to have? 

13. Our tendency is to interpret biblical texts in light of our own personal experiences. For 
example, if we’ve seen a person healed miraculously through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we are more likely to believe (as Peter did in Lydda and Joppa) that the Spirit still moves in 
miraculous signs and wonders (demonstrations of power). If we’ve never seen this happen, 
we may believe that this is something the Spirit doesn’t do anymore.  

In what ways has your personal experience affected your interpretation of bible 
passages on miraculous signs and wonders? How do you think you can overcome 
any preconceptions you may have that are based more on your experience than on 
the revelation of scripture?  

14. The word “power” is heard a lot today. “Power tie,” “power lunch,” “power broker.” Does it 
really have anyplace in Christianity, where Jesus said the meek would inherit the earth? For 
some, power may have negative connotations. It may conjure up images of dominating 
leaders who manipulate and control others. It may be associated with flashy, showy 
ministries that promise more than they can deliver. Despite these negative examples, though, 
power is mentioned a lot in the New Testament and is something that Jesus felt we needed as 
Christians (see Luke 24:49). 

How can we embrace the power of the Spirit and still exhibit the character of 
Jesus? 

WRAPPING IT UP 
It’s no wonder the apostles were model disciples. They had a great model to follow and 
spent three years watching Him teach, preach and perform miracles. But throughout 
Christian history and even today, disciples of Jesus have done and still are doing what He 
began. Sometimes it’s helpful to hear about what these other disciples are doing, to build 
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our faith for the miraculous and to simply learn from their example. Choose one of the 
books listed below and begin to read about “demonstrations of power” that are occurring 
today. Note the effect reading these contemporary accounts has on your “faith level.” 
Then record on a piece of paper what useful things the people in these accounts 
“modeled” for you. 

Power Evangelism by John Wimber (Harper & Row, Publishers, San Francisco, 1986) 
Power Healing by John Wimber (Harper & Row, Publishers, San Francisco, 1987) 
Stories from the Front Lines by Jane Rumph (Chosen Books, a division of Baker Book 
House Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 1996) 
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5 
The Presence of the Spirit 

We are God’s Temple 

1 Corinthians 3 & 6 

Presence is a delicious word – because it points to one of our truly great gifts. 
Nothing else can take the place of presence, not gifts, not telephone calls, not 
pictures, not mementos, nothing. Ask the person who has lost a lifelong mate what 
they miss the most; the answer is invariably “presence.” When we are ill, we don’t 
need soothing words nearly as much as we need loved ones to be present. What 
makes shared life – games, walks, concerts, outings, and a myriad of other things – 
so pleasurable? Presence. 

      Gordon D. Fee 
      Paul, the Spirit and the People of God 

Copyright 1998 by Marlene Nathan 
No portion of this material may be copied or distributed 

outside of Vineyard Columbus. 
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AIM OF THIS STUDY 
To discover the role of the Holy Spirit in bringing us the presence of God as individual 
believers and as the Body of Christ. 

KEY VERSE 
“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in 
you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, 
and you are that temple.” (1 Corinthians 3:16,17) 

OPENERS 
I still can remember the first time I felt I was in the presence of God. I was at a large 
conference of Messianic Jews called “Shekinah ‘74” that was being held at Columbia 
University. The speaker that night taught for about an hour on the Ark of the Covenant. 
When he finished, there was a time of prayer, and the entire room (about 1000 people) 
got down on their knees. 

And then someone shared a prophetic message. I will never forget the opening words: 
“Do you understand what it took for a Holy God to bear His arm and come down to save 
you…” The entire room broke out in weeping and repentance before the Lord. I felt as if 
God Himself had come into the room, and I dared not raise my head or open my eyes. In 
my mind were images of the people of Israel, trembling at the foot of Mt. Sinai, telling 
Moses to talk to God for them. 

Today as I look back on that experience, I realize how appropriate it was that I felt the 
presence of God at a conference entitled “Shekinah” after hearing a message on the “Ark 
of the Covenant.” Shekinah is a Hebrew word that Rabbis have used to signify God’s 
presence, His “Shekinah Glory.” And the place that God had chosen for His Shekinah 
Glory to dwell was in the innermost part of the tabernacle, between the cherubim on the 
Ark of the Covenant (1 Sam.4:4).  

This theme of God’s presence is woven throughout the bible. We see it in the beginning, 
with God dwelling with his creation in the garden, and we see it in the end, in the New 
Jerusalem, where the dwelling of God will be with men and he will live with them (Rev.
21:3). God’s presence was the distinctive mark of the nation of Israel (Ex.33:15,16). And 
His presence regularly filled the tabernacle and the temple (Ex.40:35; 1 Kings 8:11).  

It is against this Old Testament backdrop of God’s presence that we as New Testament 
believers are to understand both the person of Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
Matthew refers to Jesus as Immanuel or “God with us” (Mt.1:23) and John writes that in 
Jesus, “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). Jesus even 
referred to Himself as the temple (John 2:19), suggesting that He was the presence of 
God on earth. The Holy Spirit is a continuation of this presence, a presence that Jesus 
promised would be with us forever (John 14:16).  
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As we turn our study to the writings of Paul, we will learn exactly what it means to have 
God’s presence, as individuals and corporately as the body of Christ.   

  
1. When, if ever, have you sensed the presence of God? 

• During public worship 
• During private worship 
• While reading the bible 
• While praying 
• While reading a Christian book 
• In a small group meeting 
• While listening to a powerful speaker 
• In nature 
• In certain music 
• While with friends or family 
• While going about the routine business of my day 
• Other _________________________________ 
• I don’t know if I’ve ever experienced the presence of God 
• I know that I never have experienced the presence of God 

STUDY THE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 3:1-17 

1 Corinthians 
Paul visited Corinth three times and wrote the Corinthians four letters. First Corinthians is 
believed to be Paul’s third contact with this church. Corinth was a commercial center in the 
ancient world and a mix of various peoples and cultures. It was also a university town, 
placing a high value on philosophy and wisdom. As a result, the Corinthians tended to look 
down on Paul because of his simple gospel message and his non-use of greatly admired 
rhetorical skills. There were numerous temples in the city, but despite all this religious 
interest, Corinth was known for its sexual immorality. 

Context for 1 Corinthians 3 
Paul received information about problems in the Corinthian church, which included 
immorality, divisions, improper worship practices and erroneous teachings. He began this 
letter by confronting the Corinthians’ intellectual pride (which they believed was evidence of 
their superior spirituality) and instructing them on the true nature of spirituality (1 Cor.
1:10-2:16). In particular, they did not understand the implications of having the Holy Spirit. 
They misunderstood what it meant to be a community indwelt by the Spirit and they 
misunderstood what it meant to be individuals indwelt by the Spirit. 

2. Paul told the Corinthian believers that they were spiritual babies. What did he base 
this charge on (v.3-4)? As a result, what were they not yet ready for? What do you 
think is the difference between “milk” and “solid food”? 
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 In 2:14, Paul referred to the “natural man” (psychikoi in Greek) and in 2:25, to the “spiritual 
man” (pneumatikoi in the Greek). Psychikoi had no negative connotation. Paul used it to 
describe man in his natural, human state. The significant difference was that the natural man 
did not have the Spirit, and the spiritual man did.  The natural man, therefore, could not 
understand spiritual things and they seemed like “foolishness” to him.  

In 3:2, Paul changed his word to sarkinoi.  Sarkinoi put the emphasis on the sinful aspects of 
the natural man. “Fleshly” therefore is a much better translation than the NIV’s “worldly.” 
Paul did not intend “sarkinoi” and “psychikoi” to be synonymous terms. Paul’s criticism of 
the Corinthians was not just that they were behaving like people who didn’t have the Spirit – 
they were much worse. They were jealous, quarreling with each other and basically indulging 
their sinful desires. They were living as though they belonged to the “present evil age” rather 
than the “age to come.” 

Paul also stated that they were “mere infants in Christ.” This phrase was not used by Paul to 
communicate how long the Corinthians had been Christians but rather the immaturity in their 
thinking. They had not progressed from simple, basic truths to a deeper knowledge of the 
truth. The problem, according to Paul, was not their spiritual diet. (Both “milk” and “solid 
food” are spiritually nutritious.) The problem was the Corinthians could not yet digest “solid 
food” because of their under-developed spiritual condition. 

Some have used these verses to argue that it’s possible to be a “carnal Christian.” While it 
may be true that some Christians are carnal, Paul is not addressing that issue here, and it 
would be erroneous to draw that conclusion from this text. Paul is attempting to get these 
believers to change! Remaining fleshly or worldly are not viable options for the Christian. 

3. The Corinthian believers thought they were spiritual because their meetings were 
marked by lots of “spiritual” activity, but Paul told them they were fleshly because 
their lives were marked by sin. They thought they were mature, but Paul informed 
them they were babies. What do you think leads to such a severe lack of “spiritual” 
self-perception? What do you think is the cure? How accurate is your spiritual self-
perception? 
  

4. Strife was a big problem for the Corinthian believers. What was at the heart of this 
strife (v.4, 1:11-12)? How did Paul attempt to correct them (v.5)? 

Paul needed to re-shape their thinking about leaders. Leaders were not masters to follow. 
They should not be regarded as team captains of opposing sides. Leaders were servants under 
one Master, Jesus Christ. The Corinthians saw the differences between their leaders as cause 
and even an excuse for division. They divided up into Paul fans, Apollos fans and even Peter 
fans (1:12). Paul didn’t deny the existence of differences but explained the purpose for 
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differences. Yes, God’s servants may be different, but that’s because they had different jobs 
assigned to them by the Master. 
Apollos was a Jewish Christian from Egypt, educated in the Jewish Scriptures and in Greek 
philosophy (Acts 18:24-28). He went to Corinth to build on Paul’s work there after Paul’s 
departure. His philosophical training and rhetorical skills apparently led some there to prefer 
him over Paul. Paul, however, did not see himself in competition with Apollos, whom he 
referred to as his “fellow worker” (1 Cor.3:9).    

5. Paul used a farming metaphor to illustrate what important truths about leaders and 
the church (v.5-9)? In this farming analogy, who was ultimately responsible for 
growth? 

Paul used farming to illustrate how the body of Christ is meant to work together. If everyone 
had the same job, things wouldn’t get done. Note how Paul saw his role. He was the one who 
planted. (Later, he’s the one who laid the foundation.) Paul very much wanted to underscore 
his authority as a founding apostle in gentile churches such as this one in Corinth. His work 
laid the basic groundwork for not only New Testament churches, but for much of the 
Christian church to come. This farming analogy was very consistent with much of Jesus’ 
teaching, particularly his parables on the kingdom. Both Jesus and Paul attribute any growth 
to God (Mk.4:26-29). 

6. Paul switched from a farming metaphor to a building metaphor in verse10. What did 
the building represent? The “expert builder”? The foundation? Why did Paul warn 
“the builders” so sternly about “how they build” (v.10, 12-15)? 

When Paul wrote, “you are God’s field, God’s building,” he was referring to the corporate 
body of believers and not to individual Christians. He emphasized that both of these are 
God’s. Many refer to the church as “my” church or “our” church. It’s really not. It belongs to 
Christ. Everything in the church should flow from this basic truth. 

Paul called himself an “expert builder.” In the Greek he uses the word for “wise” here to 
describe himself, making a sharp contrast with the Corinthians. They thought of themselves 
as wise and looked down on Paul. 

When Paul warned about being careful how one builds, He was speaking to those who were 
leaders in Corinth. The implication was that since there were quarrels and divisions, these 
leaders were not being very careful. There was nothing wrong with the foundation. It’s just 
what was being erected on that foundation. In Paul’s analogy, he was primarily concerned 
with the workman and quality of the workmanship, not the building materials themselves. 
The issue was not the relative costliness of these different materials, but whether or not the 
work would last. One day it would be tested by fire.  
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It is not hard to imagine how leaders can become “shoddy” builders. We have “churches” 
around us that bear little if any resemblance to the body of Christ. They are built with pop 
psychology, social programming, social action, music appreciation, religious diversity, etc. 
As Paul will go on to argue, these are not fit “temples” for the Spirit of God. It is impossible 
not to notice his clear reference to the materials used in the building of the temple in the Old 
Testament (see Hag.2:8-9; 1 Chr.22:14-16; 29:2; 2 Chr.3:6). Paul is slowly moving to the 
climax of his argument.  

In this passage, Paul was discussing the church as a whole and not individual believers. 
Many Christians use this text, though, to contrast the difference between an individual’s 
works that are of God (gold, silver, costly stones) and those that are not (wood, hay and 
straw). While this is not the best way to interpret the passage, there is truth to the notion that 
some of the things we do are valuable to God and other things are worthless.  

7. Paul then asked a rhetorical question in v.16. What did he want the Corinthian 
church to understand? What did it mean that they were God’s temple? In what ways 
were they destroying God’s temple? Why was this such a serious offense? 

Paul used this phrase “Do you not know” 10 times in this letter alone and only one other time 
in the rest of his writings (Rom.6:16). It was somewhat sarcastic in tone and indicated that 
Paul didn’t think very highly of the state of the Corinthian church. 
  
When Paul informed them that “you yourselves are the temple of God,” he was referring to 
the church as a whole. His concern was that the Corinthian believers did not realize the kind 
of building they were. They were a temple and temples were sacred places. Paul reasons from 
the Old Testament. It was the presence of the Holy One in the temple that made the temple 
itself holy. He then applied this principle to the Corinthian church. It was because the church 
was now the dwelling place for the Holy One that it also must be holy. 

The emphasis in the Greek is on the. In the entire city of Corinth, with all of its pagan 
temples, they were the one and only dwelling for the one true and living God. And that had 
serious implications! They were by their behavior, destroying the only place for God to dwell 
in Corinth. Their church was becoming unfit for God’s Spirit. 
  

8. In our last study, we saw how the Spirit of God was a source of power to do God’s 
work. Now we are seeing that the Spirit of God brings God’s Holy Presence, which 
has profound implications. What do you think are some of these implications for the 
community of believers you are a part of? 
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STUDY THE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Context for 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
Paul had just finished addressing two specific problems in the church at Corinth. One was 
sexual immorality involving a man sleeping with his stepmother and the other was the 
bringing of civil lawsuits against brothers or sisters in church. In this passage, he returned 
to the subject of sexual immorality and specifically, how the Corinthians are dealing with 
matters concerning the physical body. 

9. The church at Corinth was ridden with sexual immorality because the Corinthian 
believers were misguided in their thinking. What did they believe about Christian 
liberty (v.12)? About the physical body (v.13)? How would these views lead to 
rampant sexual immorality? 

      Paul began by writing, “Everything is permissible for me.”  He probably was quoting here 
and in verse 13 slogans that the Corinthians had been repeating to justify their own behavior. 
It’s possible that they had gotten these phrases from Paul himself, but had misunderstood and 
misapplied them. By quoting, “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food,” Paul was 
referring to their view of the body. The Corinthians believed fornication was as natural as any 
other bodily function, such as eating and therefore, it was morally neutral. This was the 
Greek perspective of the day. The body (along with the rest of the material world) was not 
immortal and so it was on a “lower plane” than the spirit. Therefore, what one did with their 
body didn’t matter. This differed from the Hebrew view, which was that the body was good 
and unified with the soul and spirit. In Paul’s mind, it mattered a great deal what one did with 
their body. 

10.Paul made quite a case in this passage against sexual immorality. His basic 
argument was, “The body is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord” (v.13). 
What do you think he meant by “the body is for the Lord”? How did Paul go on to 
support this statement (v.14,15,19,20)? 

The Corinthians believed that only their spirits were united with Christ and that their bodies 
were irrelevant. But Paul insisted that their bodies were “members of Christ” as well. The 
simple fact that God the Son came to earth as a man in a human body (and not as a 
disembodied spirit) indicates the value God places on the physical body. Paul went on to 
argue as follows: 

• Jesus Christ was bodily risen from the dead. (v.14) 
• You also will be risen bodily from the dead. (v.14) 
• Your body is united together with Christ. (v.15) 
• Your body is itself a temple for the Holy Spirit. (v.19) 
• Your body is no longer your own. It was bought by God for a price. (v.19,20) 
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Our bodies are important because they are the vehicles through which we either express 
God’s righteousness or our own sinfulness. This was why in Romans 12 Paul urged his 
readers to present their bodies as living sacrifices. There was nothing abstract or mystical 
about Paul. He never spoke in terms of giving God our “hearts.” He was extremely realistic. 
If we lay down our bodies as sacrifices to God, then God will have our hearts, too! During 
the Crusades in the 11th, 12th and 13th centuries, knights were said to hold their right arms and 
their swords out of the water during Christian baptism. This indicated they were not 
submitting this part of their body to God. They were withholding their right to kill. Paul’s 
admonition was that our entire body is meant for God.  

11. Not only did the Corinthians misunderstand the significance of their physical bodies, 
but they misunderstood the true nature of sexual relations. Paul said that sexual 
partners “unite” or become “one flesh.” What do you think this means? What makes 
the sin of sexual immorality unique (v.18)? 

The Corinthians did not understand the power of sexual relations. They believed it was trivial 
and insignificant. Sex involved their bodies, so it did not affect their spirits and therefore did 
not affect their relationship with God. Paul, on the other hand, viewed sex as glue 
(kollomenos, in the Greek, which is a strong word for “joined” or “bonded together”). In 
Paul’s mind, sex was the glue that held two people together in the permanent relationship of 
marriage. The bonding (and then tearing apart) of sexual partners who are not married is 
deeply damaging.  Not only that, but illicit sex bonds us to the wrong person. Since as 
Christians we already are joined to Christ, this will severely contaminate our relationship 
with God. 
  
When Paul wrote that “All other sins a man commits are outside his body,” he was not 
suggesting that other sins do not involve the body (e.g., gluttony, drunkenness). We must flee 
sexual immorality because it impacts us in ways these other sins do not (e.g., deeply 
damaging to us personally, contaminates our relationship with God). 

12. Paul said believers are corporately the temple of the Holy Spirit. Now he said that as 
individuals, our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit. How should the Spirit’s 
sacred presence affect the way you relate to… 

• Other believers within your fellowship circle? 
• Other believers outside of your fellowship circle? 
• Other believers of the opposite sex? 
• People who are not believers? 

13. The Holy Spirit did great signs and wonders in the early church, but there was a cost 
for the manifestation of God’s presence. Ananias and Sapphira died because of the 
willful sin (Acts 5:1-11) and the Corinthians were falling ill and dying because of their 
sin (11:30). How would your life be different if the Spirit lived among you with much 
more power and a much higher standard for holiness? 
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WRAPPING IT UP 
In Exodus 33, Moses said to God, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us 
up from here. How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people 
unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other 
people on the face of the earth?” The distinguishing mark of the people of God always 
was and always will be the Holy Spirit. Jews used to think that circumcision and dietary 
restrictions marked them off as God’s people. Today, Christians believe style of dress and 
hair or political persuasion or complete abstinence from alcohol or some other external 
characteristic is what will distinguish them from non-Christians. But according to Paul, 
the distinguishing mark is still the Holy Spirit – the Presence of God. It’s so important 
that we refrain from adding any of these “false markers” to our definition of “Christian.” 
We must embrace only what the bible has always taught, that having the Spirit of God is 
what it means to be a Christian. 
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6 
Living by the Spirit 

Winning the Battle with Our Flesh 
Romans 8 

There is a new law at work in the believer. Like every human being since Adam’s fall, Paul was 
caught in the inevitable principle of sin and death. He could not keep from sinning, and he would 
eventually die. He was not only legally condemned, but morally corrupt in the eyes of his 
righteous and holy creator-judge. But now in Christ Jesus his sentence of condemnation had 
been revoked and a higher principle was operating in him to set him free from the stranglehold 
of sin. Sin had been choking off his life and causing certain death. The power of sin was like the 
force of gravity pulling him down to destruction unless a greater force intervened to hold him up. 
That new force, Paul said, is the Holy Spirit. 

        John Rea 
        The Holy Spirit in the Bible 

Moses’ law has right but not might; Sin’s law has might but not right; the law of the Spirit has 
both right and might. 

        Leon Morris 
The Epistle to the Romans 

Copyright ©1998 by Marlene Nathan 
No portion of this material may be copied or distributed  

outside of Vineyard Columbus. 
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AIM OF STUDY 
To discover the ways the Holy Spirit can help us as we endeavor to turn from sin and 
obey the Lord. 

KEY VERSE 
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and 
death.” (Romans 8:1-2) 

OPENERS 
In college, I remember joking with some of the students in my campus fellowship about 
the need we all have to “cast out that spirit of the flesh.” How we wished we could just 
command our sinful tendencies and corrupt habits to leave us in the same way Jesus 
commanded the demons to leave their victims. We joked because we knew such a thing 
was just wishful thinking. Our “flesh,” or our sinful nature, was something we had to live 
with yet learn to subdue. Like a wrestler gaining the advantage over his opponent, we 
need to get on top of our flesh and “pin it to the mat”! 

For some of us, this battle with the flesh is an uphill struggle that is often lost. When the 
flesh defeats us, we may be tempted to resign ourselves to being spiritual failures. Others 
seem to be able to live righteous, holy lives, free from sin’s domination, but we can’t. We 
just don’t have enough discipline and determination. 

In the years since my college days, I’ve observed two problems with Christians when it 
comes to this subject of the flesh. One problem is our hesitancy to admit that we even 
have any struggles with our flesh. Even though the bible addresses it and everyone 
experiences it, no one really wants to talk about it. Better to put on a good face and 
pretend to be living the victorious Christian life. The second problem is our failure to use 
all that God has given us through His Spirit. Perhaps we just don’t understand that the 
promises about the Spirit are real and not too good to be true. Or perhaps we are too 
individualistic. We find it hard to apprehend and experience the help the bible says is 
there for us because we find it hard to be dependent. We must remember that in God’s 
economy, it’s they who are humble and ask who end up receiving.  

As we look again at the writings of the apostle Paul, we see a man ecstatic about all that 
God has done for him in Christ and through His Spirit. Maybe we just aren’t getting it! 
As we look at one of the most beloved passages, Romans chapter 8, we will try to catch 
his enthusiasm for the Spirit in the battle against the flesh. 

1. Would you describe yourself as a highly disciplined person, a rather undisciplined 
person, or somewhere in between? Explain why. 
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STUDY THE PASSAGE: Romans 8:1-13 

The Letter to the Romans 
The theme of Romans is found in 1:16, where Paul writes that he is not ashamed of the 
gospel because it is the power of God for salvation. The rest of the book is a thorough 
and entirely cogent presentation of the gospel. It could be divided into four main sections: 

• The Wrath of God (1:18-3:20): Paul declares that the entire human race is 
condemned by God and tells us why they are.  

• The Grace of God (3:21-8:39): This section begins with the great “But now.” But 
now God has made it possible for condemned humanity to be justified apart from 
works of the law. The means of this justification is faith. Paul goes on to explain 
both sanctification and glorification. The justified are free to obey, because they 
are liberated from the law, dead to their own sin nature and empowered by the 
Spirit.  

• The Plan of God (9-11): Paul explains how the full number of both Jews and 
Gentiles eventually will be saved.  

• The Will of God (12:1-15:13): Paul presents basic conduct for followers of Christ. 

2. Whenever there is a “therefore” in scripture, find out what it’s there for. Look back at 
Romans 7 and have someone read verses 14-24. What has made Paul so frustrated 
about the Christian life? In what ways can you identify with his frustration? 

It’s important for Christians to understand the difference between justification and 
sanctification. The first is a legal term that describes our standing with God once we turn in 
faith to Christ. God declares us righteous (justified). That does not mean, however, that we 
really are righteous. From God’s perspective we are, because Christ’s righteousness has been 
credited to us by faith. We are, however, still sinning and struggling with our flesh. Once 
we’ve been justified, though, God immediately begins the work of actually making us 
righteous (sanctification). Although it’s important to keep these two aspects of salvation 
straight in our minds, they are not separate. In other words, it is impossible for us to be 
justified without also beginning this process of sanctification. 

Paul is frustrated because he has been justified and he understands with his mind how he 
should live. He just can’t do it because sin is stronger in him than his own will. 

3. Paul’s tone takes a radical shift in chapter 8, from defeat and discouragement to 
excitement and victory. This shift begins with freedom from condemnation. What 
does “no condemnation” mean? Why is it so good? 

Paul is using the term condemnation in a legal sense to include both the verdict (guilty of sin) 
and its sentence (bondage to sin). He has spent several chapters explaining why God’s verdict 
on our lives once we turn in faith to Christ has changed from guilty to not guilty (justified or 
righteous). Now that we are declared righteous by God, our former sentence (bondage to sin) 

!  47



will also change! In Romans 6, Paul lays out the argument: “For we know that our old self 
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.” (Romans 
6:6,7) We must be thoroughly convinced of God’s verdict on our lives as Christians 
(justified/righteous) and our new sentence (freed from the bondage of sin) in order to win the 
battle with our flesh.  

4. Paul uses the word “law” in three different ways in this passage. What are the three 
ways? Describe what each of these “laws” means.  

Paul uses the word “law” in several ways in this passage. First, he uses it to refer to God’s 
commandments as laid out in the Old Testament, what Jesus often referred to as “The Law.” 
This law clearly explains how God expects us to live. When we disobey this law, though, we 
become subject to another law: “the law of sin and death.” This second law is the inevitable 
consequence of disobeying God’s commandments. This law can be compared to the law of 
gravity. As surely as you will hit the ground if you jump off a building, so will you die if you 
sin. And sinning itself is inevitable, because the first law, God’s commandments, is not strong 
enough to keep us from sinning. We need something more powerful than both the first law 
and the second law or else we are all doomed. This is what Paul says is the “law of the Spirit 
of life.” This third law gives us the power to defeat the second law and obey the first. Paul 
goes on to tell us how we can access the power of this third law. 

In Paul’s mind, these laws were not mere ideas or principles. They had coercive power, 
which explains why he is at one point so frustrated with the one, and at another point so 
excited about the other. 

5. Why can’t God’s law keep us from condemnation (v.3)? In what ways have you 
personally experienced the “powerlessness” of the law? 

The inadequacy of the Law of Moses always has been that it is external. It does not truly 
affect the heart. Jeremiah prophesied that one day, under a new covenant, God would write 
His laws upon our hearts (see Jer. 31:31-34). This is a wonderful picture of the work of the 
Spirit in actually empowering us from within to win the battle with our flesh. 

6. In your own words, how would you describe what Paul refers to as “the law of sin 
and death?” In what ways have you experienced this law? 

The law of sin and death could be understood as the internal propensity to do what is wrong 
(as well as to fail to do what’s right) accompanied by the unpleasant consequences or the 
“bitter aftertaste.” All sin inevitably leads to death, not only eternally, but also in our present 
experiences.  
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7. Paul describes “the law of the Spirit of life” as “living (or walking) according to the 
Spirit.” What do you think he means by this? What does he say is involved with 
“living according to the Spirit?”  

In the Greek, Paul literally is using the word for walking. By doing this, he is perhaps 
communicating the very ordinary, unspectacular way in which this Christian life is intended 
to be lived out. It is not really beyond any of us! Any of us can walk. It also gives us the 
picture of keeping up or keeping in step with the Spirit, in the same way two people may 
walk side by side down the road. “In accordance with” also has the meaning of “in 
conformity with.” Or as the apostle John put it, we “must walk as Jesus did.” (1 John 2:6) 
The big difference is that the Spirit is inside of us, empowering us. Jesus could only walk 
beside His disciples. 

8. In what ways can “living according to the Spirit” be likened to a “partnership” 
between the Holy Spirit and us? In this partnership, what does the Spirit do and what 
do we do? 

A partnership is a legal relationship between two (or more) colleagues that involves joint 
rights and responsibilities.  Living according to the Spirit, therefore, can be compared with a 
partnership because there is both cooperation and responsibility. For example, it does not 
mean that we can just sit back and passively let the Spirit do all the work for us. At the same 
time, it doesn’t mean that we are to simply exert more determined willpower. We make 
choices and the Spirit empowers us. He enables us from within to do what we should and to 
stop doing what we shouldn’t. Although we could say that we have a partnership with the 
Spirit (we have responsibilities as well as Him), we cannot really consider Him a “colleague” 
or our equal. He is God. Paul says that the Spirit “raised Jesus from the dead!”  

The Spirit may work in several ways. He may act as that “still small voice,” nudging us and 
prompting us to do what is right. He may bring guilt and conviction when we do what is 
wrong. It is possible for us to ignore the internal promptings of the Spirit and so be 
uncooperative. Or we can choose (since according to Paul we are freed from bondage to sin) 
to obey the prompting of the Spirit and thus win the battle with our flesh. Beyond that, there 
is the infusing of supernatural ability, strength, resolve, fortitude, etc. that when we 
experience it, we know it is not just us. 

9. In this whole process, our minds, or more precisely, our “mindsets” are very 
important. What is a mindset? What are the two mindsets Paul describes here and 
how are they different? Why is the one mindset hostile to God? What are some of 
the qualities of a mindset that is led by or focused on the Spirit? 

A mindset is a mental inclination, tendency or habit; a fixed state of mind. In the Greek, Paul 
is saying that because we live according to the Spirit, our minds will be focused on the things 
that please God. These statements about mindsets are descriptive. It’s our nature (that we are 
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Spirit-filled) that determines our mindset, not vice versa. This is why the person who is not 
saved, who does not have the Spirit of God, cannot possibly please God. They need the Spirit 
in order to get their minds off sin and rebellion against God!   

We should begin to see a change in our mindsets the longer we are Christians. Our focus 
should change from how we can please ourselves and get what we want to how we can 
please God and do what He wants. So we may begin to think about how to share Jesus with a 
friend, how we can better serve in the church, or where we should give our money. These are 
all things that would never cross the mind of a person without the Spirit. 

10.Paul tells us that as Christians, we are no longer “obligated” to follow the sinful 
desires of our flesh. What does this mean? Why aren’t we obligated? What, 
therefore, are we told to do with our sinful desires? What does it mean to “put to 
death” the misdeeds of the body? 

The word obligation that Paul uses is the word for a monetary debt. In other words, now that 
we are Christians, we don’t owe our flesh anything. Our flesh can no longer make demands 
on us like it always had (because of our new sentence, see question #3). 
  
By telling us to “put to death” the misdeeds of the body, Paul is not suggesting masochism 
(self-afflicted pain) or asceticism (contempt for natural bodily functions that results in severe 
self-denial). What he is describing is a continuous activity (present tense) of “squeezing the 
life out of” the misdeeds of our flesh. We need to stop giving them breathing room in our 
lives—making allowances for our sin. This is something that we choose to do. When we do, 
the Spirit causes the freedom from sin that is true of us by faith to become real for us in our 
experience—we win the battle with our flesh!    

APPLYING THE TEXT 

11. In Romans 8, Paul presented the solution to his cry in 7:24. It is very interesting to 
note that the entire chapter contains not a single imperative. No where does Paul 
give us a command to obey or a rule to follow. He simply declares what is true of us 
when we have the Spirit of God. Discuss how both understanding and believing the 
truth about your life as a Christian has helped you (or could help you) win some 
battles with your flesh. 

  
12.Many religions teach that asceticism is the only way to bring corrupt urges and 

impulses (“the flesh”) under control. Christians over the centuries have incorporated 
asceticism into their understanding of discipleship, yet Paul strongly denounces it 
(read Col.2:21-23). In what ways is asceticism different from what we just studied 
here in Romans 8?     
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13. It’s important to distinguish what God promises to do from what we must do. From 
what you learned in this study, discuss what we do and what the Spirit does as we 
endeavor to battle our flesh.  

WRAPPING IT UP 
As we battle our flesh, how important it seems for us to really believe what Paul says is true 
of us as Christians: that we are freed from sin’s domination and that we are empowered by 
the Holy Spirit. Consider the following story: 

“Harry Houdini, the famed escape artist, issued a challenge wherever he went. He could 
be locked in any jail cell in the country, he claimed, and set himself free in short order. 
Always he kept his promise, but one time something went wrong. Houdini entered the jail 
in his street clothes; the heavy metal doors clanged shut behind him. He took from his 
belt a concealed piece of metal, strong and flexible. He set to work immediately, but 
something seemed to be unusual about this lock. For thirty minutes he worked and got 
nowhere. An hour passed, and still he had not opened the door. By now he was bathed in 
sweat and panting in exasperation, but he still could not pick the lock. Finally after 
laboring for two hours, Harry Houdini collapsed in frustration and failure against the door 
he could not unlock. But when he fell against the door, it swung open! It had never been 
locked at all! But in his mind it was locked and that was all it took to keep him from 
opening the door and walking out of the jail cell.”  8

  

 Neil T. Anderson and Mike & Julia Quarles, Freedom from Addiction (Regal Books, 1996), pp.126-127. 8
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7 

The Witness of the Spirit 
We are God’s Children 

Romans 8:13-17 

“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” 
This is, beyond any question, one of the most glorious statements concerning 
Christian experience found anywhere in the Bible from beginning to end. Nothing 
is more important from the standpoint of experience, from the standpoint of 
happiness and joy in the Christian life, from the standpoint of enjoying our great 
salvation. If it can be said that any one verse constitutes the hallmark of the 
evangelical Christian I would say that it is this one. 

        D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
        Romans 
        An exposition of chapter 8:5-17 

Copyright  ©1998 by Marlene Nathan 
No portion of this material may be copied or distributed 
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AIM OF STUDY 
To examine the experience Paul refers to as “the witness of the Spirit” in Romans 8. 

KEY VERSE 
“The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.” (Romans 8:16) 

OPENERS 
There is a big difference between the way my kids behave when they are at home and the 
way their friends do when they are in our home. I have two teenagers, Daniel and Sharon. 
When they come home from school in the late afternoon, the first thing they do is drop 
their book bags, jackets and anything else they may have directly onto the floor just 
inside the front door. They then make a beeline for the refrigerator, which is thoroughly 
and meticulously explored. Several food and drink items are then lugged to the sofa in the 
family room, where they each plant themselves in front of the television without speaking 
until almost dinner.  

Their friends on the other hand, would never do such things in our home. They would 
only enter the front door when invited in. They would carefully place their things 
somewhere against the wall, out of the way. They may come into the kitchen, but 
wouldn’t dream of opening a cupboard or checking out the refrigerator. The only way 
they would get anything to eat or drink was if it was offered to them. And they would 
probably sit at the kitchen table and engage me in some sort of polite conversation rather 
than run off to channel surf in our family room. 

One explanation for these differences in behavior is that Daniel and Sharon were never 
taught good manners! Another explanation, though, is that it is their home. They belong 
there. They are the children. And because they are the children, they know they are 
always welcome. They know that anything in the kitchen is theirs to have. They know 
they are free to sit anywhere and do just about anything they want.  Their friends, 
however, won’t take the same liberties because their status is different. They don’t 
“belong” in our home. They are not the children. They are the guests.  

Daniel and Sharon are pretty secure about their identity as the children in our home. I 
don’t need to remind them constantly because they just seem to know it. They have also 
come to count on me, as well as my husband, for certain things. They know, for example, 
that we always will love them, that we always will provide for their needs (but maybe not 
their wants), that we will care for them when they are sick, that we will comfort them 
when they are hurt, that we truly want what’s best for them and that we never will 
abandon them.  

According to Paul, as Christians we are called God’s children, not His “guests”. And we 
are to know we are His children in the same way that Daniel and Sharon know they are 
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my children. As God’s children, we enjoy certain privileges and blessings that others who 
are not His children do not. Let’s continue in our study of Romans 8 and discover what it 
means to be children of God and the role the Holy Spirit plays in this. 

1. When you were growing up, how secure did you feel as a “child who belonged?” 
What things in your experience contributed to your feelings of belonging? What 
things diminished your feelings of belonging and of being accepted? 

STUDY THE PASSAGE: Romans 8:12-17 

In this section of Romans 8, the topic begins to change from “doing” to “being.” Paul shifts 
his focus away from the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in our lives as Christians (how 
we “do” righteousness/have victory over our flesh) to our identity as Christians (who we are).    

2. In Romans 8:9-11, Paul stated that having the Holy Spirit was evidence that we 
“belong to Christ.” Now he says that being led by the Spirit is evidence that we are 
“sons of God.” What does it mean to be “led by the Spirit?” Why do you think it is 
important for us to have a somewhat objective piece of evidence to assure us of our 
relationship with God?  

Paul doesn’t use the phrase “led by the Spirit” to suggest the guidance of the Holy Spirit. It 
should be connected with the previous verse about righteousness (right behavior) and has to 
do with the kind of leading mentioned in Psalm 23:3 (“He leads me in paths of righteousness 
for his name sake”). Some have suggested that the meaning of the verb in this phrase implies 
a violent, forceful action on the part of the Spirit (e.g., “The Spirit drags a man where the 
flesh would fain not go.” ) While the Spirit’s promptings may at times be quite strong, the 9

bible also teaches He is gentle and easily grieved.  

The true evidence of “sonship,” according to Paul, is a life that is led by the Spirit into paths 
of righteousness. The language here is emphatic. These people alone are the true children of 
God. This discounts the popular notion of the universal fatherhood of God. All people are 
God’s offspring via creation, but only those who have been reconciled to Him through new 
birth in Christ are His true sons and daughters (see John 1:12-13). In the same way a tiny 
virus will infiltrate the body and produce symptoms that prove it is really there, so once the 
Holy Spirit has infiltrated a person through the new birth, there will be tell-tale signs that He 
is there: works of righteousness! 

 F.L. Godet, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1988), p.314. 9
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If assurance of our relationship with God was based solely upon our feelings, that 
relationship would be pretty unstable. Our feelings can quickly change from day to day. And 
while we will see that feelings are a significant piece of evidence of our relationship with 
God, they are not to be the only evidence. It gives us security and assurance to be able to 
point to something objective (like our changed lives or acts of righteousness) as evidence that 
we truly do belong to God. 

3. Paul stated that one way we can be sure we are God’s children is whether or not we 
are being led by the Spirit down paths of righteousness. What specific evidence is 
there in your own life that the Spirit is leading you in this way? (You may want to 
refer to 1 John 2:3-6; 3:6,9,10; 3:14,18,19 to help you answer.) 

4. In verse 15, Paul uses the images of slaves and sons (specifically adopted sons) to 
illustrate our experience with the Holy Spirit. How would you describe the differences 
between slaves and sons? 

Paul uses the terms “son” and “children” interchangeably in Romans 8. It is clear that he is 
referring to women every bit as much as he is referring to men. But by using the term “son,” 
he may want to emphasize the legal (adopted) relationship a child has with their father. In 
Paul’s day, women could not inherit property and so girls were never adopted. It would have 
been startling to read about women being adopted, so Paul refers only to adopted sons. Later 
on, he shifts his language and uses the more generic term “children.”  
   
The best translation for “sonship” is really adoption. Paul bases his ideas of adoption on first 
century Roman and Greek law since Jews did not practice adoption. In Paul’s day, an adopted 
son was deliberately chosen to perpetuate the family name and inherit the estate. In status, an 
adopted son was in no way inferior to the natural children and enjoyed the father’s affection 
completely. For Paul, this was the perfect picture of what it means to become a Christian. 
While adopted sons had full rights, slaves, of course, had none. They were considered the 
property of another, purchased to do the will of their masters. 

The meaning of the word “spirit” in verse 15 has been debated. In the context, Paul has been 
talking about the Holy Spirit. A very plausible interpretation could be, “You did not receive 
the Holy Spirit as a Spirit of bondage but as the Spirit of adoption.”  In other words, the 10

Holy Spirit doesn’t create for us a relationship of slave-master with God, but rather a 
relationship of Father-child. 

 John Murray, as quoted by Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, (Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1988), p.314.10
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5. What are some things that slaves have to fear that sons and daughters do not? Why 
should some people be afraid before God (see Romans 1:18ff)? Why, as Christians, 
do we no longer have to be afraid before God (see Romans 5:6-8)? 

There was quite a significant slave market in Paul’s day. Men and women could be sold into 
slavery, as well as girls under the age of 12. Jews only could be sold as slaves for 6 years, 
after which they had to be freed (unless the Jewish slave chose to voluntarily give up their 
freedom and remain with their master). Gentiles could be sold into slavery for life—making 
the price for a Gentile slave much greater than the price for a Jewish slave. Thieves could be 
forced into slavery to repay their debts. The poor often volunteered for slavery to pay their 
bills. And underage girls sometimes were sold into slavery to the family into which they were 
promised for marriage. There were many humiliating tasks that slaves performed, as well as a 
loss of all rights. Female slaves often lost the right to even keep their children once their 
master freed them.  

Considering the fact that Paul was writing to a predominantly Gentile audience in Rome, it is 
safe to assume that they all had a very unpleasant view of slavery. Some things that slaves 
might have to fear are: separation from loved ones, loss of health or aging and therefore loss 
of value, physical mistreatment, unfair treatment, being sold and sent away at the whim of 
the master, etc. Children, however, have security, a sense of worth and belonging that is not 
conditional on their performance, a promise for the future, an inheritance, etc. 

Those who have never turned to Christ should fear God’s wrath, since all men and women, 
even those who appear to be the most moral and righteous, still fall short of God’s standard 
(Rom.3:23). As Christians, we have no need to fear, since our right standing with God rests 
not in what we can do but on what Christ has done. 

6. As a Christian, do you feel like a son or daughter of God, or do you feel more like 
something else (e.g., a “slave” or a “guest”)? Why do you think you feel the way you 
do? What specific things in your life have helped and/or hindered your sense of 
being a child of God? 

7. Paul relates another piece of evidence, one that is a little more subjective this time, 
which tells us we are God’s children (v.15b). What is it? What does it mean to cry 
out, “Abba, Father”? Why is our ability to be extremely intimate and affectionate with 
God, and call Him “Daddy,” an important “evidence” of our identity? Why do you 
think we can’t cry out “Abba, Father” without the help of the Spirit? (Why can’t we 
just do it on our own?!)   

This phrase is both the Aramaic and the Greek way for saying “father.” They are both 
recorded in Mark 14:36 as part of Jesus’ prayer in the garden. “Abba” was a familiar and 
rather intimate way children would refer to their fathers in the home, sounding a little like a 
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child’s first babbling words. It is believed that when teaching His disciples to pray, Jesus 
spoke Aramaic and so would have used this word “Abba” in the Lord’s prayer. Jews would 
not have dared to address God in this manner, but Jesus always did (except for His cry on the 
cross). He, therefore, introduced something that was radically new. Paul picks up on this idea 
as evidence of the indwelling “Spirit of adoption.” 

One way to think of this is to consider a small child. They immediately call out “mommy” or 
“daddy” whenever they are afraid or in need. Their cry is automatic. They don’t rationally 
consider all their options and finally conclude that their best choice at that moment would be 
one of their parents. What nonsense! Almost without thinking do cries for “mommy” and 
“daddy” erupt from the mouths of small children. So should it be with us as Christians. We 
should be able to cry out to our Father in heaven when we are in crisis or in need just as 
automatically as a young child. When we do, this is evidence (assurance to our hearts) that 
we are God’s children. 

In the natural, our children know they belong to us through what we share with them (e.g., 
our looks/genetics, our name, our house, all our “stuff,” the food at our table, etc.). They 
don’t need to be continually reminded through post-it notes on the refrigerator or serious 
talks after every meal. They just know in their “heart of hearts” to which family they belong 
and upon which family they can depend. As we saw earlier, we are not natural children of 
God, we are adopted children of God. The only way that we can be sure of our identity deep 
in our “heart of hearts” is to have God share something of Himself with us—His Spirit.  

   

8. In your life, what is your “automatic” reaction to troubles, fears, and problems?  
Explain how easy or difficult it is for you to cry out “Daddy” to God and why that 
might be. 

9. What third piece of evidence does Paul say will assure us of our identity as God’s 
children (v.16)? What does it mean that the “Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit”? 
How does the Spirit testify with our spirit? What is that like in your experience? (Or, 
what do you imagine that would be like in your experience?) 

According to Jewish law, two witnesses were needed to confirm a matter. Here, Paul says 
that the Spirit Himself, along with our spirits, confirms our status as God’s children. This is a 
subjective, private experience in the heart of the individual believer. (see Gal.4:6; 1 John 
5:6-12) There is no indication that we are to do anything in order to have this subjective 
experience. But with any experience, it’s necessary to have faith (to believe it’s possible) and 
it’s important to properly interpret it.    
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10.Do you think it is important for us as Christians to have subjective experiences with 
the Holy Spirit? Explain why or why not. 

11. Having an inheritance is a characteristic of being a son or daughter. As God’s 
children, what will we inherit or get to share in (v.17)? Why is suffering as a Christian 
not just a meaningless and painful experience to be avoided at all cost?  

What Paul is describing is not an inheritance in the normal sense. God is not dying and 
leaving us his estate. Our inheritance is like that of the Levites, who were not given any land 
or material wealth, but their inheritance was God Himself (see Deut.18:2). The reason we can 
be certain of our future inheritance (heaven, etc.) is that the Holy Spirit, whom we have right 
now, is the down payment (similar to earnest money; see v.23).  

Paul is not suggesting here that suffering is optional. What he’s saying is not so much “if” we 
share in Christ’s suffering, but “since we will” share in it! Suffering is a certainty for the 
child of God, in the same way future glory is a certainty. Suffering and glory are closely 
linked in the scripture (see Lk.24:26; 2Cor.4:17; Heb.2:9; 1Peter 5:10). Suffering has 
meaning for us because God can use it to change us (purify us) as well as to bring glory to 
His name (His reputation).  

MINISTRY 
Childhood experiences from the past can sometimes affect our capacity to experience 
God as Father in the present, especially in the way Paul has described in Romans 8. 
Perhaps when we were growing up, our father was emotionally distant, overly punitive in 
his discipline, verbally and physically abusive or just never around. Allow time for the 
Holy Spirit to minister in your group. There may be specific experiences from childhood 
that are blocking people’s experiences of God today. Give them the opportunity to share 
and then invite the Holy Spirit to bring healing and comfort. Make sure to guide people 
through forgiveness, exhorting them not to hold bitterness towards anyone who has 
mistreated them. Then pray that the Holy Spirit would, as Paul said, “bear witness” to 
their hearts that they are children of God.    

FOLLOW-UP 
There are many ways that parents can communicate love to their children and make them 
feel secure. There are objective ways, such as providing for their children’s needs (food, 
shelter, clothing, education, etc.). There are also more subjective ways, such as showing 
comfort, being affectionate and verbalizing love. There are many ways that God 
communicates His love to us and causes us to truly know we are His children. Suggest to 
your group that during the next week they write down the specific ways God has 
personally assured them of their identity as children of God. Have them make note of 
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which “evidences” speak to their intellects and which speak to their hearts. Encourage 
them to spend time each day meditating on these “evidences” to allow the Holy Spirit to 
further testify to them that they are children of God. 
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8 

The Fruit of the Spirit 
Called to be Free 

Galatians 5 

When the Spirit enters us at the moment of conversion, it is like the Allied invasion 
of Normandy in World War II. God has returned to occupy what is rightfully His. 
The more the new believer, like the local French inhabitants of Normandy, 
cooperates with the “Invader,” the sooner the territory once held by the enemy 
[our flesh] may be reclaimed and fully liberated.  

John Rea  
The Holy Spirit in the Bible 

Where love is the compelling power, there is no sense of strain or conflict or 
bondage in doing what is right: the man or woman who is compelled by Jesus’ love 
and empowered by His Spirit does the will of God from the heart. For (as Paul 
could say from experience) “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there the heart is 
free” (2 Corinthians 3:17).  

F.F. Bruce 
Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free 

Copyright  © 1998 by Marlene Nathan 
No portion of this material may be copied or distributed 

outside of Vineyard Columbus. 
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AIM OF STUDY 
To learn the Holy Spirit’s role in helping us establish and maintain our freedom as 
Christians. 

KEY VERSE 
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” (Galatians 5:1) 

OPENERS   
One of my favorite books is the Christian bestseller, Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis. 
This fantasy is a collection of letters from an experienced devil named Screwtape to his 
young nephew named Wormwood. In these letters, Screwtape tells Wormwood all the 
tricks of the trade for keeping his “patient” out of “Enemy” hands. 

Wormwood’s patient unfortunately falls into Enemy hands and becomes a Christian. 
After several failed attempts at luring him back to “the Father below”, Screwtape writes 
this: 

My Dear Wormwood, 
 Through this girl and her disgusting family the patient is 
now getting to know more Christians every day, and very 
intelligent Christians too. For a long time it will be quite 
impossible to remove spirituality from his life. Very well then; we 
must corrupt it. No doubt you have often practised transforming 
yourself into an angel of light as a parade-ground exercise. Now is 
the time to do it in the face of the Enemy. The World and the Flesh 
have failed us; a third Power remains. And success of this third 
kind is the most glorious of all. A spoiled saint, a Pharisee, an 
inquisitor, or a magician, makes better sport in Hell than a mere 
common tyrant or debauchee.  11

What Lewis has put so eloquently through this fictional demon is a truth many of us need 
to hear. There is a tendency for spirituality to be corrupted; for Christianity to “go bad”. 
What starts off as “good news” (the free gift of salvation through faith in Christ) 
sometimes ends up as “bad news” (a long “to do” list of rules and requirements). In the 
words of the apostle Paul, “After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain 
your goal by human effort?” (Gal.3:3) 

This is particularly true when it comes to bringing our flesh under control. I know this 
from experience. On more than one occasion, I have set out on a self-improvement 
campaign that failed. Being a legalist at heart, I employed the “do not handle, do not 

 C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters (Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour and Co., MCMXC), p.116.11
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taste, do not touch” method (in other words, lots of self-imposed rules), which Paul says 
has “the appearance of wisdom”, but in reality has “no value in restraining the 
flesh” (Col.2:20-23). Instead of becoming more like Christ, I wound up a prisoner to 
rules and regulations.   

The alarming news, however, is not simply that the “rules” method doesn’t work. (Here is 
where Lewis was on to something.) Behind Christian legalism is the activity of evil 
spirits. Paul tells the Galatian Christians, who were succumbing to legalistic teaching, 
that they were actually “bewitched” (Gal.3:1). Literally, Paul was saying that someone 
had “cast a spell” on them. Elsewhere, he attributes such false teaching to the 
philosophies of “elemental spirits” (Col.2:8)  or “things taught by demons” (1 Tim.4:1). 12

Whenever we bring ourselves under false teachings, we forfeit our freedom as Christians. 

The key to maintaining our freedom while at the same time curbing our flesh, is life in 
the Spirit. It’s the Holy Spirit who leads us into all truth (John 14) and it is life in the 
Spirit that sets us free from the bondage to rules and regulations. We look now at Paul’s 
letter to the Galatians to discover the role the Holy Spirit plays in our liberty as 
Chirstians.       

1. Would you describe yourself as the kind of person who tries to obey the rules, or the 
kind of person who looks for ways around the rules? How has this influenced the 
way you’ve lived your life as a Christian thus far? 

STUDY THE PASSAGE: Galatians 5 

Background to the Passage 
Galatians is believed to be the earliest of Paul’s epistles, written around 50 AD. The occasion 
for the letter was the infiltration of false teaching into the Galatian churches, which perverted 
the gospel message. Throughout Galatians, Paul must re-establish his authority as an apostle 
as well as the authority of his gospel.  

Freedom is a major theme in the book of Galatians. Before Paul arrived in Galatia, the 
readers of this letter were literally enslaved by fear to their pagan religions. If they failed to 
perform the proper rituals and sacrifices, there would be retribution from their “gods” (4:8). 
When they trusted Christ, through the preaching of Paul, they were set free to serve God in 
the power of His Spirit. 

  
The false teachers who had infiltrated the churches in Galatia corrupted the simple message 
of the gospel. The Galatians were enslaved again, but this time, it was to “the law”. They 

 R. Kent Hughes, Colossians and Philemon: The Supremacy of Christ (Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, 1989), 12

p.71. Literally, this verse is warning about being taken captive, as a prisoner. Some translations read “basic 
principles” but a better translation is “elemental spirits”, who control false doctrine.  
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were falsely taught that in order to follow Christ, they needed to become Jewish and submit 
to Old Testament rules and regulations. Faith in Christ was not enough. Paul wrote this letter 
to straighten them out. They needed to understand all that they were set free from (pagan 
gods and Old Testament rituals) and all that they were set free for (bearing the fruit of the 
Spirit).  

UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT 
2. Freedom is a key theme of the book of Galatians and the central theme of chapter 5. 

What are some of the ways Christians are uniquely “free”? (You may want to refer to 
Rom.5:9, 6:6-7, 7:6.) 

According to Paul, the entire human race is guilty of sin, under the wrath of God and bound 
for judgment (1:18; 3:19-20). Christians, however, because they have placed their trust in 
Christ, are set free from the guilt and the penalty of their sin. Christians are also free from the 
bondage of sin. According to Paul, people are enslaved to sin—they cannot help but sin 
because of their indwelling sin nature. But Christians are liberated, because their sin nature 
has been crucified—it no longer has the same power and control over them that it once had.  13

And thirdly, Christians are free from the law. Paul has argued that the law was completely 
ineffective in keeping mankind from sin. Christians have chosen to trust Christ’s perfect 
obedience to the law rather than their own failed attempts at obedience to the law. It is 
because of Christ’s obedience and not their own that they are justified. Therefore, they are 
free from the law’s demands and requirements.   14

  
3. Paul warns the Galatians about passively letting themselves be “burdened again.” 

What does he think they will become “burdened” with again? How does this happen? 
If this does happen, why will Christ be of “no value” to the Galatians? 

The word Paul uses in this section to describe being burdened is one used to refer to beasts of 
burden that carry heavy loads. He is warning the Galatians to not allow others to pile things 
on their backs and make them carry them! 

The “burden” he is most concerned about is the burden of the law. If the Galatians allow 
themselves to be circumcised, what they are saying is that Christ was not enough. They also 
need to follow Old Testament ceremonial laws in order to be right with God. While it seems 
like a small thing to be circumcised, Paul is adamant that it is not. If they choose 
circumcision, then they have departed from the way of justification by faith and have taken 

 Some churches teach that Christians no longer have a sin nature. They refer to this as “total sanctification.” This 13

is not what Paul is talking about here. Christians can and do continue to sin (see 1 John 1:8-10). 

 This does not mean that Christians are free to disobey God’s moral law (Rom.6:15ff). They are free from striving 14

to gain God’s acceptance through obedience to the law, especially the ceremonial law. 
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the way of justification by works (human effort).  They will then be obligated to not just be 15

circumcised, but to obey all the Old Testament laws. Christ will be of no value to them 
because they will no longer “need” Him. They will no longer be trusting in Him alone for 
salvation. So it wasn’t circumcision per say that Paul was against, but what submitting to 
circumcision meant for someone who was a Christian. 

4. Just for review, there are two ways to be “justified” (declared righteous by God; v.
2-6). What are they? How do they differ? Paul stresses that these two ways are 
each mutually exclusive. Why do you think that is? 

This question should clarify the issues. The two ways of justification are faith (in Christ) and 
works (obedience to the law). No one can be justified through obedience to the law because 
no one can perfectly obey the law. Christ is the only person who has ever obeyed perfectly, so 
when we choose to trust in Him, His righteous is “credited” to us. With faith, we do nothing! 
It’s all Christ. With works, we must do it all (even though in reality, we can’t).  

Some Christians intellectually believe that faith in Christ alone will save them, but they live 
as though they must also work a little. Paul is saying that these two ways are mutually 
exclusive. It’s faith alone in Christ alone, because in the end, there will be nothing for us to 
boast about. There is nothing we have done to contribute to our salvation except to believe 
(Rom.3:27-28). It’s as if we are all drowning and cannot swim to shore to save ourselves 
because we are unconscious (dead; Eph 2:1). We need Jesus to jump in the water, grab us 
around the shoulders, and pull us to safety. He does it all. All we do is believe.    
  

5. Paul believes that there are false teachers in Galatia (see 1:6,7). Explain in your own 
words what they are teaching. Why is Paul so concerned about false teaching? 
What possible harm could it do (v.7,9,10)?  

These particular false teachers were known as “Judaizers.” They called into question Paul’s 
authority as an apostle and the gospel he preached. They taught that Paul’s gospel was 
incomplete. A person also needed to essentially become Jewish and submit to Old Testament 
ceremonial laws such as circumcision in order to be a Christian. According to Paul, the 
Judaizers taught a “different gospel—which is really no gospel at all.” It is not good news to 
be told you must follow a list of rules and regulations. Such a teaching diminishes the 
wisdom and the glory of God that Paul saw in the cross (1 Cor.1:20-25). 

Paul is concerned about false teaching because it can permeate an entire church in the same 
way yeast permeates a lump of dough. It can also permeate all of a person’s life, affecting 
their emotional, spiritual even their relational wellbeing. False teaching leads people away 
from the truth and into lies. This opens up the possibility of coming under the influence of 

 Paul did have Timothy circumcised, but it was because of ministry considerations and not so that he would gain 15

acceptance with God (Acts 16:3).
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the enemy, whom Jesus labeled the father of lies. And to the degree that a Christian tolerates 
and embraces erroneous teaching, they may be sacrificing their freedom. Jesus taught that 
when we know the truth, the truth would set us free. False teaching has the opposite affect of 
bringing us into bondage. 

6. Paul writes that this false teaching abolishes the “offense of the cross” while his 
teaching causes him to be persecuted. What does he mean by “the offense of the 
cross?” Why would Paul’s message cause him to be hated? 

In 1 Corinthians 1:23, Paul stated that the cross was “a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles.” Crucifixion was a humiliating form of execution. Jews could not 
understand God’s Anointed One being killed on a cross. It did not fit in with their view of a 
triumphant Messiah. Gentiles on the other hand, could not give honor to anyone who had 
been crucified because only the worst of criminals were hung on crosses. It violated their 
sensibilities. So to both groups, the cross itself—the key ingredient of the gospel message—
was an object of disdain.   

Paul taught that our only hope is the cross where Jesus bore our guilt, shame and penalty of 
our sin. We have nothing to boast about except that. If he had altered his message to include 
the idea that we could do something to merit God’s favor (e.g. circumcision), then Paul 
would not have been so unpopular. So when Paul wrote, “If I am still preaching 
circumcision...” he is not suggesting that he was or ever had preached that circumcision was 
necessary for salvation. He was saying hypothetically that if he had preached that message, 
he would not have been persecuted as he was. 

Paul went on to say that he wished “they would go the whole way and emasculate 
themselves!” He is being sarcastic here by referring to the pagan practice of castration. This 
harsh statement does reveal his passion for the church and his undying commitment to 
maintain the purity of the gospel.  

7. While freedom is key in the Christian life, it can be abused and misunderstood. How 
might Christians abuse their freedom (v.13,15)? Why shouldn’t we just give our 
desires and impulses free reign (v.21; see also Rom.6:16 & John 8:34)? 

We can use freedom as an excuse to sin (e.g. sexual immorality, drunkenness, unrighteous 
anger, gossip, etc.). Both Paul and Jesus taught that when we sin, we become a slave of sin. 
Becoming a Christian liberates us from that slavery, but when we choose to live in sin, it’s as 
though we put back on the shackles of slavery.  

We can not only hurt ourselves when we abuse our freedom, but we can also hurt others. In 
Romans 14 and 15, Paul discusses some disputable matters of his day; eating meat that’s 
been sacrificed to idols and honoring certain days as holy. Christians today disagree on 
certain behaviors that cannot biblically be labeled sin (e.g. drinking (not drunkenness), going 
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to movies, dancing, style of dress, etc.) For example, when one Christian exercises their 
freedom to have some wine with dinner or smoke a cigar after dinner, another Christian, who 
views these things as wrong, may become “distressed” (Rom.14:15). Paul wrote “Do not by 
your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died.” We are free before God in some of 
these things, but we may chose to limit our freedom out of love for others.    

8. According to Paul, what are Christians set free for (v.13,14)? How is making our goal 
loving our neighbor different from making obedience to the law our goal? 

“The entire law is summed up in a single command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
Elsewhere Paul wrote, “Love does not harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment 
of the law.” (Rom.13:10) Jesus taught, “So in everything, do to others what you would have 
them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.” (Mt.7:12) 

Focusing on love rather than on following all the rules changes our heart and motivation for 
obedience. There is a tendency to become prideful like the Pharisees when we focus on 
obeying rules. The parable of the Good Samaritan is a wonderful illustration of this 
difference. (Lk.10:25-37) In their concern for becoming “unclean”, they walked past the 
beaten traveler, neglecting love. 

9. According to Paul, there is a battle raging inside of us. How does he describe it (v.
17)?  

Paul describes our sinful natures and the Spirit of God as being polar opposites. There is no 
way these two will ever be able to live harmoniously together, so we ought not to be 
surprised by how our lusts and desires flow completely against the purposes of God. On the 
other hand, now that God’s Spirit is dwelling inside us, the battle takes on a whole new 
dimension. We are no longer futilely trying to conform our sinful, rebellious natures to the 
external demands of God’s law. We are having God’s laws actually written on our hearts by 
His Spirit (Jer.31:33). We are being transformed from the inside out! Combine this with the 
truth that our sinful nature (flesh) has been mortally wounded (crucified; 5:24) and we realize 
that the battle is not between two equally matched foes. 

10.Note that Paul uses different words to describe what the sinful nature and the Spirit 
produce in our lives. Why do you think he does this? In what ways are “acts” and 
“fruit” different? The word “fruit” in the Greek is singular. Why is this significant? 

The NIV translates the phrase “acts of the sinful nature.” In other translations, this phrase is 
“lusts (desires) of the flesh” which has come to mean sexual sins. In Paul’s mind, however, it 
includes a whole lot more.  

Some have divided these acts into four categories: sexual sins, “religious” sins, interpersonal 
sins, drinking sins. Sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery refer to all manner of sexual 

!  66



sin: public or private, between married or unmarried, natural or unnatural. Sexual sin was 
particularly rampant in Paul’s world. In fact, “It has been said that chastity was the one 
completely new virtue which Christianity introduced into the pagan world.” Idolatry, 
according to Paul, included the worship of anything other than God as well as covetousness 
and greed (Col.3:5). Pharmakeia is the word translated witchcraft or sorcery. It meant the use 
of drugs, but in the New Testament, it took on the added meaning of magic or tampering with 
supernatural powers. By adding, “and the like”, it is clear that Paul considered his list of the 
acts of the sinful nature to be representative but not exhaustive.  

The word fruit in verse 22 is singular, even though Paul lists nine different characteristics. 
While every person may not exhibit every single “act of the sinful nature,” it seems that Paul 
does expect every Christian (in other words, every person who possess the Holy Spirit) to 
exhibit all nine characteristics of the Spirit, to one degree or another. They come as a package 
and are not “sold” separately! 

11. Paul tells us that if we belong to Christ, our flesh has been crucified. What do you 
think he means? Why is this important for us to understand as we battle with our 
flesh and strive to maintain our freedom? 

When Paul writes that we have “crucified the sinful nature” in verse 24, he is declaring an 
eschatological (concerning the age to come) fact that occurred the moment we were born 
again as Christians. He is not describing something we must strive and work towards. Once 
we became Christians, our flesh was “mortally wounded, killed.”  In Paul’s mind, we were 16

changed from “flesh” people to “spirit” people. Paul discusses this same idea in 1 
Corinthians 2 when he compares and contrasts the natural man (the man without the Spirit) 
and the spiritual man (the man with the Spirit). 

It is key for us to understand these eschatological truths as Christians. For example, at the 
moment we trusted Christ we were declared by God to be righteous. This righteousness was 
not based upon our performance, but rather upon Christ’s performance, which was then 
credited to us! By faith, we live as justified people. The same principle applies to our flesh. It 
has been killed. By faith, we live out this truth. Because of the indwelling Spirit, however, we 
will also begin to experience this truth—we will notice that our sinful nature is not as 
powerful as it once was—that we can actually choose to do what it right rather than always 
succumbing to what is wrong! 

12.What does Paul say is the solution to our problem (v.16,18,25)? He never tells us 
exactly how living by the Spirit ought to work itself out practically in our lives. Instead 
he uses phrases like “keep in step with the Spirit” and “be led by the Spirit.” What do 
you think Paul is trying to communicate about what “life in the Spirit” is meant to be 
like? How is this, practically speaking, different from following rules and regulations? 

 Paul, the Spirit and the People of God, page 137.16
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We must keep in mind the things that Jesus had said about the Spirit (refer back to Study #1). 
He is a person and so what Paul is trying to describe here is a relationship with the Spirit of 
God. A relationship cannot be reduced to simple formulas or a list of rules. There is 
interaction, which understandably varies from person to person. What does come through 
from Paul’s language is that the Spirit is the one in the lead and we are to take a submissive 
position. The degree to which we refuse to cooperate or resist the leading of the Spirit, to that 
degree we may lose the battle we have with our flesh and we may forfeit the freedom we 
have as Christians. 
  

APPLYING THE PASSAGE 
13.Why do you think some Christians find it easier/prefer to follow a list of rules and 

regulations than to experience the freedom of life in the Spirit? Do you ever see this 
tendency in your own life? 

  
14.Paul often compared the Christian life to running a race. Here he suggests that 

someone or something has “cut in” on the Galatians and diverted them away from 
the race. Why do you think people are so easily diverted away from simply living by 
the Spirit? What are some of the things that divert you? 

15. In Paul’s mind, having the Holy Spirit makes all the difference in our battle with our 
flesh. Many Christians, though, have never really experienced the freedom and the 
power of life in the Spirit. What do you think are some of the obstacles to 
experiencing life in the Spirit? Are there obstacles in your life? What can you do to 
remove them, so that you can begin “keeping in step with the Spirit?” 

16.Maintaining true Christian liberty can be a balancing act. Swing too far one way and 
you may become legalistic, enslaved to rules and regulations (the law). Swing too far 
the other way and you may become licentious, enslaved to your desires and 
impulses (flesh). What practical things can you do to strike the right balance in your 
own life? 

WRAPPING IT UP 
One unifying these throughout chapter 5 of Galatians (and the entire New Testament, for 
that matter) is love. Paul tells us that our faith should “express itself through love” (v.6) 
and that we should not indulge our flesh, but rather “serve one another in love” (v.13). As 
we saw earlier, Paul, like Jesus, summed up the entire law in a single command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” For one week, commit yourself to use love as your guiding 
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principle at home, at work, at school, in your neighborhood and with relationships in the 
church. Afterwards, make a note of any changes you experienced in your relationship 
with God, your relationship with others and in yourself. 
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9 
The Gifts of the Spirit 

Diversity in Unity 
1 Corinthians 12 

Let it be firmly said that the church cannot be fully or freely the church without the 
presence and operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. What is depicted therefore in 
1 Corinthians – and recurring in our day – is in no sense a peripheral matter but is 
crucial to the life of the church. For the recurrence of the charismata of the Holy 
Spirit signals the church’s recovery of its spiritual roots and its emergence in the 
twentieth century with fresh power and vitality. 

J. Rodman Williams 
Renewal Theology: Salvation, the Holy 
Spirit and Christian Living 

Copyright © 1998 by Marlene Nathan 
No portion of this material may be copied or distributed 

outside of Vineyard Columbus. 
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AIM OF STUDY 
To discover what Paul taught about the gifts of the Holy Spirit and to see how they are 
relevant to Christians today. 

KEY VERSE 
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” (1 
Corinthians 12:7) 

OPENERS 
My husband, Rich, is not known around our house as an expert handy man. But one 
spring, he decided to build a deck onto the back of our home. He began this job by 
marking off about a dozen spots for posts, and then proceeding to dig 2 ½ feet holes by 
hand with a “post-hole digger”.  

In our backyard at the time was a large tree with an enormous root system. Because of 
these roots, the digging was slow going. In fact, it eventually came to a complete halt. I 
was resigned to the fact that we’d never have a deck, until Rich got the brilliant idea of 
renting a power auger. With this gasoline-powered machine, he was able to dig through 
those massive roots, and within just a couple hours, had all the holes dug. What a 
difference using power tools can make! 

God has given to His church gifts that are a lot like power tools. They enable Christians 
to do the “work of the ministry” more effectively and efficiently (see Rom.12:6-8; Eph.
4:7-13; He.2:4; 1 Peter 4:10-11). Where the gifts of the Holy Spirit are being exercised, 
churches are often healthy, vibrant and growing. This is evident by the fact that the clear 
majority of the world’s 50 or so “mega-churches” (membership of over 50,000) embrace 
and practice the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  17

Consider the following example of how gifts of the Spirit are like God’s power tools to 
get the job done: 

John Wimber, founder and former president of the Association of Vineyard Churches 
worldwide, boarded a plane in Chicago, heading for New York City to a speaking 
engagement. As he settled into his seat to relax after a long day of teaching, he noticed a 
man seated across the aisle. Across the man’s forehead, John “saw” the word adultery, 
while at the same time a woman’s name came into his mind. He knew at the time that the 
Holy Spirit was giving him this information. 

 Stanley M. Burgess, Gary B. McGee (editors) and Patrick H. Alexander (associate editor), Dictionary of 17

Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1988), see Global 
Statistics, pages 810-830. 
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The man glanced over, and snapped at John, “What are you looking at?” John leaned over 
and asked him if the name “Jane” meant anything to him. He quickly said, “We have to 
talk,” and they retreated to the small cocktail lounge in the upstairs of the jumbo jet. 

John then sensed that God told him if the man did not repent of his adultery, that He 
would take him. John shared all this with the man, who softened and asked John what he 
should do. John led him into a saving relationship with Christ. He then told then man to 
return to his seat and confess his sin to his wife, who was seated next to him. He did so, 
and in turn, led his wife to Christ. John gave them his bible as they parted ways in New 
York City.  18

It is possible that the adulterous man would have eventually come to Christ some other 
way, but what a powerful experience to receive a warning from God that’s on the money, 
and cuts right to the heart (see 1 Cor.14:24-25). 

In this study, we will be looking at Paul’s discussion of spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians to 
learn what he taught and how it might be relevant to us today. 

1. What is one question or concern you have about the whole topic of spiritual gifts? 

STUDY THE PASSAGE: 1 CORINTHIANS 12:1-30 

Background to the Passage 
(See page 39 in Study #5 for background to 1 Corinthians.) 

The Context for 1 Corinthians 12 
In the first 11 chapters, Paul addressed a number of areas in which the Corinthian believers 
needed correction. He is now beginning a new subject, pneumatikon “spiritual gifts,” or more 
literally  “spiritual matters,” “things of the Spirit” or even “spirituality.” It is clear from the 
context that Corinth was not ignorant of “spiritual matters.” Paul was not about to give them 
new information, but corrective information. They were out of control and out of order and 
they were particularly enamored by one gift: tongues. Paul needed to correct their 
misunderstandings and practices of “things of the Spirit.” His desire was not to eliminate the 
gift of tongues, but to see it used properly (chapter 14). 

2. Paul introduces a problem area in the Corinthians’ public worship that needed 
correction. What is it (v.1)? What does Paul bring up about their “religious” past (v.
2)? Why do you think he does this, right as he’s beginning his discussion of spiritual 
gifts (v.3, see also 10:19-21)? 

 John Wimber, Power Evangelism (San Francisco, CA: Harper & Row Publishers, 1986), p.32-33. 18
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The area of worship that needed correction that Paul addresses here is Spiritual Gifts. He uses 
two different Greek words that are both translated “spiritual gifts”. One is pneumatikon 
(12:1), the other is charismata (12:4; found 17 times in the New Testament, 16 times by Paul, 
once by Peter). The distinction between these two words is found in their roots. Pneuma or 
Spirit is the root of pneumatikon, which puts the emphasis on the Spirit. Charis or grace is 
the root of charismata, and this puts the emphasis on the manifestation of the Spirit as gifts 
of grace. These are not things that are earned, merited or deserved, but rather things that are 
given. Throughout the New Testament, charismata can refer to the gift of salvation, the gift 
of particular blessings from God or gifts in reference to service of the body of believers. It is 
clear from the language and the variation in the lists of gifts here in 1 Corinthians (12:8-10; 
28-30; 13:1-3; 8; 14:6,26) and elsewhere in the New Testament (Rom.12:6-8) that Paul never 
intended for these to be exhaustive lists.   

   
Paul goes on to contrast their former objects of worship, which couldn’t speak, with God 
who of course can speak. He had already instructed them that although these former idols are 
mute, the demons behind them are not (10:19-21). These demons can and do influence and 
speak through devotees. He wants them to be clear that just because something is “spiritual” 
or just because someone has a “spiritual experience” doesn’t mean it is necessarily good. The 
Corinthians must learn about discernment—how to tell when something is from God and 
something is not. 

  
Verses 2 and 3 are difficult to interpret. It is possible that Paul wanted to make a sharp 
distinction between the Corinthians’ former experiences with ecstatic utterances during pagan 
worship and Spirit inspired gifts during Christian worship. One major distinction is what is 
confessed about the person of Jesus Christ (see 1 John 4:1-3). By saying that “no one can say, 
“Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit” Paul means more than just the mouthing of this 
phrase. In the early church, these words were profoundly meaningful, acknowledging the 
deity of Christ, His resurrection from the dead and His supremacy over all pagan deities. 

3. What did Paul say was different in verses 4-6? What did he say was the same? He 
repeats this idea three times. What is this basic idea and why do you think he feels 
the need to emphasize it? 

People in Paul’s day were probably not much different from us. There is a tendency to 
compare ourselves with each other and to perhaps assume that someone else’s gift is truly 
spiritual (or that only our gift is truly spiritual). It’s a real challenge to appreciate people who 
are different from us—to appreciate the vast spiritual diversity that God expresses through 
the gifts without losing the unity that He wishes to maintain. There isn’t much significance to 
the variation in words here (kinds of gifts; kinds of service; kinds of working). They are all 
descriptive of manifestations of the Spirit. 
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4. In this next section (v.7-10), Paul states a simple thesis, illustrates this thesis with 
examples, and then concludes with a summary statement. What is his thesis? What 
false notions about spiritual gifts might Paul be correcting with this one statement? 

In this section, Paul is simply reiterating that there is a whole variety of gifts and that each 
person in the church has been given at least one of these gifts. All these gifts are from the 
Spirit, and all of them have tremendous value, not just tongues. Tongues is really only one of 
many gifts that are needed because all contribute to the overall health of the body. Paul is 
trying to combat any attitudes of spiritual superiority the Corinthians had because of the gift 
of tongues. They needed to see that not only was tongues only a part of the whole picture, but 
that tongues was not a merit badge—the consequence of maturity, intelligence, superiority, 
etc. 

  
5. How does Paul go on to back up his thesis with examples (v.8-10)? How would you 

define the word “manifestations” (use a dictionary if necessary)? Can you think of 
any illustrations of these various manifestations from the scriptures? 

Christians have differed over what certain gifts really are. Some see the gift of wisdom in 
operation in Acts 6:1-7 and the gift of knowledge in Acts 5:1-11. Others see the gift of 
prophecy in operation in Acts 5, similar to the situations in 2 Sam.12:1-12 and John 4:17-19. 
Paul’s primary concern in this passage is not to categorize and describe the individual gifts 
but to correct problems in the Corinthian church. One such problem was related to wisdom 
and knowledge. The Corinthians’ misunderstood true wisdom (1:17-2:16), and knowledge 
(8:1-3), which they had completely divorced from the Holy Spirit. Christians also differ over 
the gift of prophecy. Some teach that prophecy is the same as teaching or preaching the Word 
of God. There is, however, no suggestion that Paul saw these as the same things. Michael 
Green explains it well: “It is one thing to prepare one’s address in dependence on the Spirit, 
and to preach it in the power of that same Spirit; it is quite another thing to find the Spirit 
taking over and speaking directly from Christ through you, in words that you had never 
intended to use at all.”  For further study on this, see Ex.4:15,16; 7:1; Jer.1:1-9; Neh.8:7,8; 19

Rom.12:6-8; Acts 13:1; Eph.4:11-13; 1 Tim.4:11-16; 2 Tim.2:15; 3:16,17; 4:1-5.    

There is a difference between Old Testament prophets and New Testament prophets, which 
confuses some people. In the Old Testament, prophets who spoke a word that was not from 
the Lord were put to death (Deut.13:1-5; 18:20). Nowhere in the New Testament are we told 
to put to death a false or an erroneous prophet. In the New Testament, Paul tells us to judge 
or evaluate prophecy, to see if it’s from God (1 Cor.14:29). We are to reject what is bad and 
hold on to what is good (1 Thes.5:19-22). Nowhere in the Old Testament are we told to judge 
the prophets. Their words were the Word of the Lord. The authority of the Old Testament 
prophet therefore is more like the authority of the New Testament apostle than it is the New 
Testament prophet.  

 Michael Green, I Believe in the Holy Spirit (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1975), p.171.19
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A manifestation is something that is readily perceived by the senses, especially sight or a 
public demonstration of power and purpose. Gifts are a manifestation of the Spirit in that 
they make the invisible Spirit known through visible expressions of supernatural power. 
Examples from Acts: Peter’s first evangelistic sermon (2:14-36), healing of the crippled 
beggar (3:1-10), Peter and John before the Sanhedrin (4:5-20), miracles (5:12-16)… 

  
6. Paul concludes with a summary statement in verse 11. What new piece of 

information does he add to his argument? What false idea or sinful attitude do you 
think he was attempting to correct with this statement? 

What gift we have is not up to us, but up to the will of the Spirit. If this truth is taken to heart, 
we should be free from any envy or sense of competition or feelings of inferiority or 
superiority.  

   
7. Paul really wants to drive his point home, so he comes up with what could be the 

perfect analogy for how spiritual gifts are to operate in the church. What does he use 
to illustrate his ideas (v.12)? What makes the physical body such a good illustration? 

Today, we can understand even better how perfect the body is for illustrating the truth Paul 
has been teaching—the church is an expression of diversity in unity. With all that we know 
about the workings of the human body, it’s clear. Each part, whether big or small, visible or 
invisible, is essential to the health of the whole.  

When Paul writes, “…so it is with Christ,” he is referring to the church, or the body of Christ 
and not to the person of Christ. This is called a metonymy. A modern example is to refer to 
the government of England as “the crown.” 

When Paul writes, “baptized by one Spirit; given the one Spirit to drink,” he is referring here 
to spiritual regeneration and not to water baptism. Note that he is saying Christians are to be 
both immersed in the Spirit as well as filled with the Spirit. 

8. Paul is obviously not adverse to repeating himself. In what ways does he again say 
we are all the same despite our differences (v.13)? At the same time, in what ways 
does he say are we different, despite all that we have in common (v.14)? 

9. Paul personifies various parts of the human anatomy in order to address specific 
problems (which the Corinthians may have been experiencing at the time). What 
problem does he start with in verses 15-16? What are some examples of spiritual 
gifts that Christians often feel are more valuable than other gifts? What line of 
reasoning does Paul use to correct feelings of inferiority (v.17-20)? 

Paul is again addressing head on the Corinthian preoccupation with tongues. Obviously the 
human body needs a variety of parts—the body of Christ needs a variety of gifts as well. 
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Individuals within the body of Christ need to see that even though they may not have the gift 
of tongues (or teaching, or healing or whatever is most esteemed at the moment), they are 
still necessary and they are still a part of the whole. 

  
10.What other problem does Paul address in the next section (v.21)? What are some 

examples of spiritual gifts that Christians sometimes feel the church can do without? 
What does he say to correct feelings of superiority (v.22-25)? 

While some people struggle with feelings of inferiority about their gift, others feel 
independent and self-sufficient because they are gifted. They need to realize that without the 
rest of the body, they are incomplete. Depending on the church, anything from tongues to 
bible teaching to discerning of spirits to worship leading can be seen as superfluous to the 
overall functioning of the church. 

By referring to “weaker parts, less honorable parts,” Paul seems to be alluding to the internal 
organs and the sexual organs respectively. Some parts need special protection, yet they are 
essential for life itself. Other parts we do not openly display—their purpose and function is 
more private but nonetheless important. His point, however, is not to have Christians try to 
identify which body part they are like. His point in found in verses 25-26—unity! 

11. Paul concludes this section by urging the Corinthians to “eagerly desire the greater 
gifts”. In 14:1, Paul repeats this idea, saying to “eagerly desire spiritual gifts, 
especially the gift of prophecy”. What does it mean to eagerly desire something? 
How do you think Paul intends for us to balance this with his earlier statement that 
it’s the Spirit who “gives to each one, just as He determines”?  

To eagerly desire something is have a keen, enthusiastic, even impatient desire for or interest 
in something. The balance we need to strike here is similar to the way we cooperate with God 
in our personal sanctification (the process of being changed through the Holy Spirit into the 
likeness of Christ—Phil.2:12:13).  God works in us to change us, but we can help the process 
along by studying the bible, praying, turning away from sin, etc.or we can hinder the process 
through disobedience. In the same way, the Holy Spirit determines which gifts are ours, but 
we can “help the process along” so to speak, by eagerly desiring to be of the most use to God 
as we can!  

These concluding verses (28-31) appear to contradict Paul’s point that no gift is superior to 
any other. This list, like the other in verses 8-10, is ad hoc. His intention is to point out the 
tremendous diversity God has designed into His church. The apparent ranking of the first 
three may have to do with their order of appearance in the founding of church. His 
concluding remark, “but eagerly desire the greater gifts” is to be interpreted with 14:1ff. 
Certain of the speaking gifts are “greater” according to Paul because they are intelligible and 
thereby more edifying to the church.  
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APPLYING THE TEXT (You may want to pick only one or two of these to use for group discussion.) 

1. There may not be any subject more controversial among Christians than the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. According to Paul, the gifts were intended to edify the church, but they have instead 
often divided her. This is sometimes because the questions people ask about the gifts are not 
directly answered in the New Testament. One question that is often asked is whether or not 
all the gifts are still available to the church today. In light of what you just studied from 1 
Cor.12, how do you think Paul would answer that question? Try to support your answer from 
the text itself.  

2. Throughout this chapter, Paul has emphasized the importance of unity and diversity. One 
must not be sacrificed for the sake of the other. Yet, churches, as well as individual 
Christians, have difficulty keeping these two truths in balance. What do you think are some 
practical things a local church can do (or you as a small group) to both maintain unity and 
allow for diversity? What are some things they shouldn’t do? 

3. The Corinthians were particularly enamored with the gifts of tongues. Paul needed to put 
tongues in proper perspective for them, so that they would appreciate all the various 
manifestations of the Spirit. What particular gifts are you most enamored with and why? 
Which manifestations of the Spirit do you tend to ignore? Why do you think that is? What 
should you do to develop the kind of attitude Paul had towards the gifts? 

4. The late John Wimber was known worldwide as someone who effectively exercised many of 
the gifts of the Spirit and equipped others to do the same. Yet he often said publicly that when 
exercising spiritual gifts, he felt like a plumber going to a job with an empty toolbox. (In fact, 
he believed faith was spelled “r-i-s-k”.) The gifts were not something that John felt he 
possessed or could use at will. He was completely dependent upon the Spirit. What 
difference does it make for you to view gifts not as something you “own” but as something 
that is moment by moment, dependant upon the Spirit? Does this encourage you or make you 
insecure? Explain why. 

5. Many Christians feel that the gifts must suddenly appear in their lives fully mature and 
perfected, otherwise they are not really spiritual gifts. (This is particularly true with some of 
the more “supernatural” gifts like healing). Yet in other areas of their Christian lives (e.g., 
effectiveness at sharing the gospel or praying), they believe they are on a growth curve and 
become better with practice. Apply this same “growth curve” principle to the gifts of the 
Spirit. What practical difference would this make in the way you approach the gifts? What 
gifts do you feel you may have expressed at one time or another, but in an “immature” or 
under-developed way? 

WRAPPING IT UP 
Fred Astair was a very gifted dancer. His movements were always smooth and graceful 
(even if he was just dancing with a coat rack). He made it look so easy! In the New 
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Testament, Paul uses the Greek word for “grace” charis as the root word for “gifts” 
charismata. According to him, God gifts people with grace to do certain “jobs” in the 
church. Because of God’s grace, they make the job look easy!  

One way to discover your spiritual gift is to determine how God has “graced” you. This 
week, take some time to reflect on yourself. What things do you do “gracefully”? (In 
other words, what do you make look easy?) Is it an area of service like giving or 
extending mercy? Is it one of the more “supernatural” gifts, like prophecy or healing? 
Find a trusted Christian friend who knows you well. Ask him or her for feedback on your 
personal reflections. Remember, once we discover those areas God has gifted us in, Paul 
exhorts us to exercise our gifts to the fullest (see Romans 12:6-8). 
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