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The Father Loves You 
A Vineyard Columbus Small Group Study Series 

Series Description 
The Beatles said, "All You Need is Love" and we know that it's true. We're often 
disappointed because parents, friends, and even lovers don't fill our need for love. 
In this series we will find that the Beatles lyrics need to be slightly changed: all we 
need is God the Father's Love. 

This guide offers a 9 week study for your small group to work through.  At 
Vineyard Columbus, we encourage your group to use this study as one component 
of  your time together.  We truly believe that disciples of  Jesus will mature best when 
they engage in corporate worship, prayer ministry, practicing the prophetic, 
studying the Bible, serving our neighbors, community, church, and fellowshipping 
together.  This study only covers one of  those aspects, the Bible.  Suggestions and 
ideas will be posited to aid the leader regarding the other areas.  We pray this will 
be helpful to your group as you explore “The Father Loves You.”    
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How to use this Study Series 

Leaders are encouraged to briefly look over all studies before you teach or hand 
them out to alternative teachers within the group.  There is a summary of 
Ministry Ideas from the entire series in the back.  The ministry ideas are 
meant to build upon each other whenever possible and some ideas will 
take longer planning than others.  Reading the full arch of Ministry Ideas 
before you start the series as a small group may provide a much richer 
and fuller experience.   

Having all studies provided at the start of  a sermon series will give leaders the 
opportunity to give studies to potential teachers or co-leaders weeks ahead of  time.  
Our prayer is that many more disciples of  Jesus will feel comfortable sharing and 
leading others in discussion during small group.  If  you have any questions, please 
email us at:  smallgroups@vineyardcolumbus.org 
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Week 1

Background and Context:

This week’s scripture is taken from the book of 

Ephesians, which a letter written by the apostle Paul to 

the church in Ephesus. Ephesus was a center of travel 

and commerce in the Roman Empire, since it was 

located on the Agean Sea in what is now Turkey, and the 

book of Acts records Paul stopping in Ephesus twice 

during his missionary journeys. This letter, however, was 

written during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome. Since Paul 

wasn’t able to visit the Ephesians in person, this letter 

was a way for him to send encouragement and 

instruction to believers, the people he calls “the saints in 

Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus.” Paul starts this 
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Tips: You’ll need 
materials for Ministry 
Time: Copies of 
Ephesians 3:16-21 for 
the whole group.

Rooted in Love  
Ephesians 3



Week 1

letter by describing himself as “an apostle of Christ Jesus 

by the will of God.” Imagine you had been very literally 

called by Jesus, as Paul had been, to a life of spreading 

the gospel and bringing people to Christ in areas of the 

world where telling people the good news of redemption 

was actually life-threatening. Imagine you had the 

chance to write a letter to fellow believers, believers you 

loved and might never see again. What would you tell 

them about Christ?

Starter Questions:

What are some of the words you most often use to 

describe God?

• Typical answers may include powerful, loving, all-
knowing, wise, or just.

Do you think there’s a limit to what we can ask of God? 

• Paul will make many references in this reading to 

things he’s praying for on behalf of the believers; this 

is to get the group thinking about if they’ve assumed 

there is anything off-limits for them to receive.

Opening Prayer 

Scripture:  Have two or three volunteers read through 

the Bible passage out loud.  It may help to have it read 

twice! 
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Tips: 

Remember to pause 
between questions.  
Waiting for people will 
help you identify quite 
personalities in your 
group. 

Tips: 
If you have visitors, be 
sure to thank the Lord 
for them visiting! 
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Discussion Questions:

• How does Paul describe himself in verse one? 

 -A prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of the 

Gentiles.

• What does it mean for Paul to be a prisoner for the 

sake of the Gentiles? What does that say about Paul, 

and how he feels about the Gentiles?

-Paul is in prison for the sake of the salvation of 

others, which means he views being a servant as 

more important than his own physical well-being. 

He loves the people of Ephesus.

• What mystery does Paul talk about in this chapter? 

-The mystery of Christ, the mystery that [verse 6] 
“through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs 

together with Israel, members together of one 

body, and sharers together in the promise of 

Christ Jesus.”)

• Why would this mystery of God be significant to the 

people to whom Paul was writing? 

-The Israelites were God’s chosen people, the 

people who were exclusive recipients of his favor, 

and Paul’s saying that the gospel guaranteed that 

salvation is not just available to the Israelites, but 

to all people.

• Why is that mystery significant to us today? 

-Most of us aren’t Jewish, but fortunately salvation 

is available to us regardless of heritage
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Bible Verses: 

1 For this reason I, Paul, the 
prisoner of Christ Jesus for 
the sake of you Gentiles— 
2 Surely you have heard 
about the administration of 
God’s grace that was given 
to me for you, 3 that is, the 
mystery made known to 
me by revelation, as I have 
already written briefly. 4 In 
reading this, then, you will 
be able to understand my 
insight into the mystery of 
Christ, 5 which was not 
made known to people in 
other generations as it has 
now been revealed by the 
Spirit to God’s holy 
apostles and prophets. 
6 This mystery is that 
through the gospel the 
Gentiles are heirs together 
with Israel, members 
together of one body, and 
sharers together in the 
promise in Christ Jesus. 
7 I became a servant of this 
gospel by the gift of God’s 
grace given me through 
the working of his power. 
8 Although I am less than 
the least of all the Lord’s 
people, this grace was 
given me: to preach to the 
Gentiles the boundless 
riches of Christ…
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• According to Paul, how did he come to preach the 
gospel to others? 

-Verse 7: “I became a servant of the gospel by the 

gift of God’s grace given me through the working 

of his pow-er.”

• Did Paul have to meet any special requirements to 

preach the gospel? 

-No; he says God gave him the grace to preach 

despite being less than the least of all God’s 

people.

• What does this say about our ability to tell others 

about Jesus? 

-We only need the grace that God freely provides 

us.

• According to Paul, what enables us to approach God? 

-We’re able to approach God in Christ Jesus and 

through faith in him.

• How does Paul describe the way Jesus enables us to 

approach God?

-We can approach him with freedom and 

confidence.

• What are six things that Paul prays for the believers in 

Ephesus?

-out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 

with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 

-so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith. 
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9 and to make plain to 
everyone the administration 
of this mystery, which for 
ages past was kept hidden in 
God, who created all things. 
10 His intent was that now, 
through the church, the 
manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known to 
the rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly realms, 
11 according to his eternal 
purpose that he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 12 In him and 
through faith in him we may 
approach God with freedom 
and confidence. 13 I ask you, 
therefore, not to be 
discouraged because of my 
sufferings for you, which are 
your glory. 14For this reason 
I kneel before the Father, 
15 from whom every 
family[a] in heaven and on 
earth derives its name. 16 I 
pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit 
in your inner being, 17 so 
that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith. And I 
pray that you, being rooted 
and established in love, 
18 may have power, together 
with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep 
is the love of Christ, 19 and 
to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge—that 
you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of 
God. 



Week 1

-And I pray that you, being rooted and established 

in love, 

-may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 

people, to grasp how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Christ, 

-and to know this love that surpasses knowledge

-that you may be filled to the measure of all the 

fullness of God.

• What do Paul’s final words in chapter 3 say about our 

ability to pray these things for other believers, and for 

ourselves? 

-God is able to do immeasurably more than all we 

ask or imagine, according to the power that is at 

work within us. We can ask for the grace to 

preach. We can approach God with freedom and 

confidence. We can be strengthened through his 

spirit and be the dwelling place of Christ and be 

rooted in love and have the power to grasp the 

nature of the love of Christ and to know it, that 

we may be filled to the measure of all the fullness 

of God.)

Ministry Time Application: 

Pass out your copies of Ephesians 3:16-21.  Explain that 

we believe God speaks to us through his Spirit, and that 

we’ll be waiting on Him in silence for two minutes for 

any words or images he wants to give us. Tell the group 

to be thinking during that time of Paul’s prayer in 
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20 Now to him who is 
able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his 
power that is at work 
within us, 21 to him be 
glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, for ever 
and ever! Amen.
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Ephesians, and anything that may be keeping you from 
asking for the things God wants for you, or even 
believing they’re available. Have someone set a timer for 
two minutes, and start the timer after you open in 
prayer.

Open the time of waiting on the Lord by praying Paul’s 
prayer out loud over the small group, slowly, so that each 
section has a second to sink in. The easiest way to do 
this is to pause for a second at every comma, period or 
dash in the prayer below: 

“Lord, I pray that out of your glorious riches you may 
strengthen each person in this room with power through 
your Spirit in his or her inner being, so that Christ may 
dwell in the hearts of this group through faith. And I 
pray that the people in this room, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together with all 
the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge—that they all may be 
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to 
you who are able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to your power that is at work 
within us, to you be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen.”

 Wait for two minutes.
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Encourage the group to share anything they feel they 

might have sensed from the Lord, making sure to 

mention that listening for Him is something we do 

better with practice, and group is a safe place to bring up 

things you sensed even if you think they’re odd or silly, 

and not everything is going to end up being from the 

Lord and resonating with someone else. 

After people who wanted to have shared, have the group 

break up in to groups of two or three, guys with guys and 

girls with girls. If words or images were shared, 

encourage anyone who felt that message was for them to 

pray with the person who shared it. 
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Week 1

 

          Week 2 
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Week 2

Background and Context: 

The apostle, Paul wrote this letter to the Roman church 

while he was in Corinth around A.D. 57. The church in 

Rome is living in the tension between Gentile and 

Jewish Christians, who are at odds regarding the 

adherence of the traditional Jewish laws by the newly 

converted Gentiles. In chapter 4 of Romans, Paul 

prohibits boasting by those following the Mosaic Law, 

for all are now under the inclusive law of “faith”. He 

points to Abraham, who when God called him was 

faithful, and was at the time uncircumcised, and thus the 

father of both Jew and Gentile. This equality under the 

law is fundamental to reconciliation within the Church.
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Tips: 

Be sure and pray 
before group starts.  
Ask that God would be 
present in your group 
and reveal himself in a 
new way.  

Unearned Love
Romans 5:6-8
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Starter Questions:

What is your most prized possession, and how did you 

come about owning it?

What is your proudest accomplishment?

Have you ever been denied something you deeply 

believed that you deserved? What was it, and how did 

you react?

Opening Prayer 

Scripture: Have two or three volunteers read through 

the Bible passage out loud.  It may help to have it read 

twice! 

Discussion Questions-

• According to Paul, what are the direct consequences 

of faith in Jesus? 

-Peace with God, access into the grace we now 

stand, hope of the glory of God

• Why does suffering bring perseverance? 

-Suffering denotes a significant time period of 

pain; and just as a marathoner builds endurance 

by adding increased pressure and difficulty in 

their runs, so is our faith and spiritual endurance 

strengthened in increased times of pressure and 

strain)

• Why does perseverance lead to character?

-Perseverance, or patience, is a fruit of the Spirit 

of God. When we practice patience, we increase 

The Father Loves You �  15

Bible Verses: 

 6 You see, at just the right 
time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for 
the ungodly. 7 Very rarely 
will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though 
for a good person 
someone might possibly 
dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.

Tips: 

Remember to pause 
between questions.  
Waiting for people will 
help you identify quite 
personalities in your 
group. 



Week 2

our submission to the will and care of God. When 

we practice patience, we learn to appreciate the 

grace extended to us for this day without 

worrying about tomorrow. When we persevere 

and “survive” another day, we can acknowledge 

that God has a history of being faithful to us, 

corporately and individually.

• Why does character produce hope? 

-The process of becoming more like the glorifying 

and obedient Christ-followers we were created to 

be is called sanctification. As we move closer to 

Jesus, as we are further sanctified, we can look 

back and see the progress of God’s work in us. As 

our character is steeled, as we become more 

glorifying and obedient, we can take great joy in 

where we have come from, and have great hope 

for where God is leading us.

• Paul tells the Romans (and us) that God has poured 

hope into their/our hearts through the Holy Spirit. If 

you would identify as a Christ-follower, do you feel 

like God has poured hope into your heart? Feel free 

to follow up by asking “Why?” or “How so?”

• Why did Paul find it necessary to highlight the 

weakness/powerlessness/helplessness of those who 

Christ died for?

-Jesus’s atonement and reconciliation to God is 

not something any of us have ever had the power 

to do on our own, and he wanted to curb the 

pride or claim that anyone deserved those gifts. 
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• How are we enemies of God before being reconciled 

to Him by Jesus?

-In our sin we oppose His reign and rules. In our 

sinfulness we lead people away from Him, we 

spite what He has given us, and we actively secure 

victories for the devil.

• What does it say about the character of God that He 

would allow the sacrifice of Jesus, His son, for the 

reconciliation of His enemies? 

-He is incredibly and mysteriously merciful. He 

loves the world even when they reject and subvert 

Him.)

• What does it mean to be saved from God’s wrath. 

-Eventually, “every knee will bow and every 

tongue will confess.” There will be a time of 

judgment for everyone, and our sinfulness has 

profound consequences. But Jesus, in his 

atonement has saved us with his blood, and has 

taken upon himself the just punishment of our 

sins.)

• Are you at all uncomfortable with idea of accepting 

such an important consequence for something you’ve 

done nothing to deserve? 

-For so many of us our pride demands that we 

earn our favor or fortune. We like to reap what we 

sow and be he uncontested captains of our own 

fates. God’s grace challenges our pride and assures 

us that we are offered what we’ve done nothing to 

deserve.
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Tips: 

Choose one of the two 
practices and take some 
time to pray together 
with your group. 
Supplies you will need 
for this week: 3x5 index 
cards or other small slips 
of paper and writing 
utensils.

Notes: 
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• How can accepting grace lead us to helpful humility? 

-Accepting the favor and grace can allow us to rid 

ourselves of self-righteous tendencies that lead us 

to harshly judge or exclude others. It can inspire 

us to want to extend grace and gospel to those 

around us.

Ministry Time Application:  

As you invite the Holy Spirit to speak to you, ask Him 

to reveal areas in your life where you struggle with self-
righteousness or entitlement. Invite Him to soften your 

heart and accept that His grace is undeserved but 

abundant.

If you struggle with self-condemnation, self-hatred, or 

feeling helpless, invite God to pour His love and hope 

into your heart. Ask Him to remove your internal pain 

and heal it with joy and faith.
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Tips: 
When people partner up 
in pairs to pray, it will 
build trust and intimacy 
over time.  This is a great 
way to have your group 
improve overall 
discussion.  The more 
people you end up 
trusting in your group, 
the more open your 
discussion time will be.



Week 2

 Week 3 
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Week 3

Background and Context:

We pick up Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome at a 

point where Paul is most lyrical and poetic as he ever 

could be. This is one of the most intense renderings of a 

true understanding of God’s love for his people. Just 

prior to our passage, Paul has been laying out how sin 

has ravaged us, God’s people, and led them to death and 

life apart from God, but because of Christ Jesus, his 

death and resurrection, and the Spirit now living in 

those who believe in him, life has come; real, 

transforming, powerful life. As a response to this truth, 

Paul clearly displays for all who read this that the love of 

God is over and above any terror, any ill-fated thing we 

could ever conjure up in our minds, securing us in the 
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Persevering Love
Romans 8: 31-39

Tips: When you pray ask God 
to reveal, through his Spirit, 
the love he has for each and 
every person in the group. Try 
to be still before God, allow 
silence to settle for just a few 
seconds, and let yourselves 
and others be uncomfortable 
just enough to communicate 
that God loves you even 
when you are doing nothing. 
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Father’s arms no matter what. It is hard to find a more 

theologically rich set of scripture in all of the New 

Testament than right here. 

Starter Questions:

• Think about someone who has loved you even when 

you’ve done wrong, or failed them? What was that 

feeling like? How did it affect you? If you can’t think 

of a personal example, can you think of one from a 

movie or a book?

• Why do you think people strive so hard to accumulate 

possessions and experiences and wealth and status? Is 

there a deeper set belief that is driving our culture in 

this direction?

• What does love mean to you?

Opening Prayer 

Scripture:  Have two or three volunteers read through 

the Bible passage out loud.  It may help to have it read 

twice! 

Discussion Questions:

•What would your response be, if you were reading this 

for the very first time? If you do believe the Gospel to 

be true, what was your response when you first came to 

believe? 

-Be prepared with your own response, and be 

open to receiving various different answers from 

your group members. If no responses come, please 

share your experience of this.
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Tips: Be sure to read through 
the questions before you 
meet with your group. In 
doing this, you will have 
some time to think of 
personal stories ready to 
share to get the conversation 
started. 
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• Even with Paul’s words, and the Bible itself, so readily 

available to us, so many people don’t believe that God 

really loves them, or could even possibly be a God of 

love in the first place.Why do you think this is the 

case?

-All of the pain and suffering in the world, so 

many other ways to “feel good about yourself ” 

than to have to accept that God died for you, so 

many people struggling for identity, what most 

people have read in the Bible is taken out of 

context, too many Bible-thumpers

• When you think of God, what comes to mind?

-Power, glory, old man with huge beard, holiness, 

strength, grace, mercy

-Write your answer down, or simply keep it in the 

forefront of your mind, and sit with it for a 

moment. Ponder it. Ask yourself why that’s the 

word or phrase that comes to mind. 

The people of Paul’s day were not so much unlike us 

today. They had varying beliefs of what held the world 

together, what kinds of “gods” existed, what they should 

fear and worry about, and what they were and were not 

in control of. What we don’t know when we just casually 

read the scriptures are the countless references and 

nuances that the writers are keying on. It serves us well 

to read not only with discipline or fervor, but also with 

an open mind and wisdom. This is what I mean – think 

of a textbook from high school or college. There were 

sections, usually highlighted boxes, that were full of 

helpful tips or better ways to understand the text. By 

reading Bible commentaries we get a glimpse of those 
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Bible Verses: 

31 What, then, shall we 
say in response to these 
things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? 
32 He who did not spare 
his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all—how 
will he not also, along 
with him, graciously give 
us all things? 33 Who 
will bring any charge 
against those whom 
God has chosen? It is 
God who justifies. 
34 Who then is the one 
who condemns? No one. 
Christ Jesus who died—
more than that, who was 
raised to life—is at the 
right hand of God and is 
also interceding for us. 
35 Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall trouble or hardship 
or persecution or famine 
or nakedness or danger 
or sword? 36 As it is 
written:“For your sake 
we face death all day 
long; we are considered 
as sheep to be 
slaughtered.”[a] 
37 No, in all these things 
we are more than 
conquerors through him 
who loved us.



Week 3

kinds of highlighted help boxes to place beside the 

scriptures in order to better understand what we’re 

reading. 

Look at verse 32 again. 

Read verse 32 aloud.

• Does anyone know right away what Paul is referring 

to by using this particular picture?

-The Jews were absolutely aware of the story of 

Father Abraham being willing to sacrifice his only 

son, Isaac. By saying this, Paul is declaring that 

God did more than Abraham by fully giving up his 

son Jesus as the atoning sacrifice for all of our 

sins. 

•Can you think of some people who have or who 

regularly do sacrifice solely for the sake of another 

person, not for any personal gain in return?

-Firefighters, service men and women, first 

responders to accidents or natural disasters, 

Mother Theresa, etc.

•Do you think that God puts something like that in all 

of us, something that would compel us to act that way? 

Why or why not? If so, then what is it?

-Yes – God made us to be like him, so there is 

some ability to love and sacrifice simply for the 

sake of another in all of us, but sin, brokenness, 

self-preservation and fear of consequences can 

hold us back

 Read verses 33 and 34 again.
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38 For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons,[b] 
neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, 
39 neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.

Notes: 
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Paul declares that God has acquitted us of all charges of 

sin through the giving of his only Son, Jesus. And along 

with that, Jesus is now at the right hand of God as the 

Judge of all. But is interesting to note what Paul says 

Jesus the Judge is doing in his position.

• What is the essential task of Jesus as Judge?

-Intercession, praying for God’s people.

• Is intercession and prayer what you think of when you 

think of a judge? What about when you think of the 

judgment or “judgment seat” of God, is that what 

comes to mind?

-Not likely, but Paul is flipping our fear of an 

angry and condemning God into an awe of a 

merciful and gracious God. 

Read verses 35 through 39 again. 

I want to re-state the second part of verse 35 in our own 

words and replace each ill-fated thing with our own 

version of it. 

•What is a trouble? A hardship? A type of persecution? A 

kind of famine? What does nakedness mean? A danger? 

The sword?

-Cancer diagnosis, loss of a loved one, 

discrimination or being targeted for religious 

belief, losing a job and having to go on 

unemployment and have less money, people 

learning the truth about your past, being mugged 

or robbed, terrorist attacks or war breaking out. 

• And what is Paul’s response to this question?
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-NO! “In all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us.”

Paul says we are conquerors through Jesus. This is a 

distinction from simply having positive thinking or 

being prescribed to some sort of prosperity gospel 

teaching. No, we are conquerors through our suffering 

and dying Savior who set us free from sin and death by 

ultimately conquering both and resurrecting back to life. 

This is a huge difference from just trying to will 

ourselves to think that we are special or strong. It does 

not allow us to overlook the trouble or hardship, but to 

see ultimate victory and God’s persevering love in the 

midst of it.

In the last section of this passage we see Paul lay out 

nearly anything and everything he can think of that 

someone could imagine as a breaker of God’s love and 

presence. Paul has a reason for each of these “forces” he 

names, and let’s see if we can understand them a little 

better.

• “Neither death nor life”

-In life, we live with Christ. In death, we die with 

him and therefore also are raised with him. Death 

is no longer an end, but a step further into the 

presence of God alongside Jesus.

• “Neither angels nor demons”

-At this time, very similarly to some beliefs today, 

the Jews believed everything had an angel. They 

had a highly developed spiritual sense for 

everything in the world, whether it was good or 

evil, and especially that those spirits can influence 
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Tips: Don’t be afraid of 
silence after you ask a 
question. It’s good to wait at 
least 30 seconds to give 
people a chance  to think 
about the question and then 
answer. 

Notes: 
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and affect our lives. Paul is saying that not even 

the good or evil spiritual forces that we can’t see 

or barely understand can separate us from God’s 

persevering love. 

• “Neither the present nor the future”

-In your lifetime and in any age to come, nothing 

will be created or thought of, and no event will 

occur that will have any power over God’s 

persevering love for you.

• “Nor any powers, neither height nor depth”

-Here Paul is speaking astrologically, actually. Very 

similar to the “zodiac” idea, the Jews at that time 

were haunted by the rising and setting of the sun 

and stars, believing that there was either fortune 

or ill involved with the location of the stars. Paul 

is saying that regardless of any of that, no matter 

what your “sign” or what any fortune-teller says, 

you will not be separated from God’s persevering 

love.

• “Nor anything else in all creation”

-In other words, nothing that anyone can find, 

nothing that any scientist can discover about the 

universe or the galaxy or any other potential 

intelligent life form out there somewhere can 

separate us from God’s persevering love. 

• If we believe this, if we take God at his word, and 

really trust that Jesus is who he says he is and has done 

what he says he has done; if he is actually at the right 

hand of God praying and interceding for us and not 

condemning us, what then shall we fear?
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• Do we really believe that God’s love is this 

persevering, this enduring?

Ministry Time Application:  

Idea 1: Take a few moments, even 2-3 minutes, to sit in 

silence before God. Open the time by praying and 

asking God to reveal to each person where we believe 

God’s love isn’t great enough or persevering enough in 

our lives. Where do we want God to reveal to us more of 

his persevering love? After the 2-3 minutes of silence, 

read aloud Romans 8:31-39 again as reassurance and a 

declaration of God’s persevering love.

Idea 2: Break into smaller groups to pray for one 

another regarding our ability to believe and accept this 

great love. Encourage everyone to be open and honest 

with each other regarding the places in their lives they 

feel like God’s love couldn’t or doesn’t persevere.

Idea 3: Encourage the group to pray this “breath prayer” 

throughout the week: “Dear loving Father, show me 

more of your love.” Explain what a breath prayer is – an 

ancient practice started by the early “saints” and 

monastics of the church as a way to commune 

constantly with God and shift our focus back to God 

throughout the day. The prayer is short and simple 

enough to say in one breath.
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   Week 4 
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Week 4

Background and Context:

This week’s scripture is taken from the book of 1 John, 

which is a letter written by John, one of the twelve 

disciples. John was also the author of the gospel of John, 

and he was one of Jesus’s closest friends. This is someone 

who not only followed Jesus, not only believed in him, 

but knew him personally. 1 John doesn’t tell us whom 

this letter was specifically intended for, but it’s clear 

John was writing to believers. It’s also clear John knew 

them well, since he refers to them as dear friends and 

dear children. John’s letter contains warnings about 

people trying to lead believers astray, but he is also very 

clear about the faith and confidence we can have in Jesus 

Christ, as when he says this in the last chapter of the 
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Tip: The starter 
questions are meant to 
get the group thinking 
and spark discussion, so 
don’t rush through them 
or attempt to get a solid 
answer for each one. 
Don’t be afraid to wait 
for a while to see who 
speaks, and remember, 
there are no wrong 
opinions. 

Family Love 
1 John 3
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letter: “I write these things to you who believe in the 

name of the Son of God so that you may know that you 

have eternal life.” (1 John 5:13)

Starter Questions:

What do you think of when you think of family? 

How is being born into a family different than being 

adopted into one? 

-Typical answers may include that adopting 

someone involves a choice to include them, and 

give them all the benefits of a family member.

Are there any expectations that come along with being a 

member of a family? 

-Typical answers may include the obligation or 

expectation to treat one another well, and be 

there for one another.

Opening Prayer 

Scripture:  Have two or three volunteers read through 

the Bible passage out loud.  It may help to have it read 

twice! 

Discussion Questions:

• What does John call believers in verse one? 

-Children of God.

• According to John, if we’re called children of God, 

what does that say about God’s attitude toward us? 

-He has lavished great love upon us.
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Bible Verses: 

See what great love the Father 
has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! 
The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know 
him. 2 Dear friends, now we 
are children of God, and what 
we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know 
that when Christ appears,[a] 
we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is. 3 All 
who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he 
is pure.4 Everyone who sins 
breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
lawlessness. 5 But you know 
that he appeared so that he 
might take away our sins. And 
in him is no sin. 6 No one who 
lives in him keeps on sinning. 
No one who continues to sin 
has either seen him or known 
him.7 Dear children, do not let 
anyone lead you astray. The 
one who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is 
righteous. 8 The one who 
does what is sinful is of the 
devil, because the devil has 
been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son 
of God appeared was to 
destroy the devil’s work. 9 No 
one who is born of God will 
continue to sin, because 
God’s seed remains in them; 
they cannot go on sinning, 
because they have been born 
of God. 
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• What does John say about children of God in 

relation to the rest of the world? 

-Verse 1 says the world does not know us because 

it did not know him.

• What does that mean for you as you interact with 

people who don’t believe in Christ? 

-Because they don’t know Christ, we have to 

remember that they may not understand our 

relationship with and devotion to Him.

• What does John say about what we’ll become in 

Christ? 

-Verse 2 says what we will be is not yet known, but 

we know we’ll be like Christ when he appears, 

because we’ll see as he is.

• What happens when we put our hope in Christ?

-Verse 3: Everyone who has this hope in him 

purifies himself, just as he is pure.

• Why does John say Christ appeared in verse 5? 

-He appeared that he may take away our sins.

• How does John view the origins of righteousness and 

sin? 

-Righteousness is of God, and sin is of the devil.

• How does John say we know who the children of God? 

-Verse 10 says anyone who does not do what is 

right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who 

does not love his brother.
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10 This is how we know who 
the children of God are and 
who the children of the devil 
are: Anyone who does not 
do what is right is not God’s 
child, nor is anyone who 
does not love their brother 
and sister.11 For this is the 
message you heard from the 
beginning: We should love 
one another. 12 Do not be 
like Cain, who belonged to 
the evil one and murdered 
his brother. And why did he 
murder him? Because his 
own actions were evil and 
his brother’s were righteous. 
13 Do not be surprised, my 
brothers and sisters,[b] if 
the world hates you. 14 We 
know that we have passed 
from death to life, because 
we love each other. Anyone 
who does not love remains 
in death. 15 Anyone who 
hates a brother or sister is a 
murderer, and you know 
that no murderer has eternal 
life residing in him. 
16 This is how we know 
what love is: Jesus Christ 
laid down his life for us. And 
we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers and 
sisters. 17 If anyone has 
material possessions and 
sees a brother or sister in 
need but has no pity on 
them, how can the love of 
God be in that person? 
18 Dear children, let us not 
love with words or speech 
but with actions and in truth.
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• If sin is not of God, and doing what’s right is not of 
the devil, how is it that we as believers can do both?

-Our righteousness proves that God lives within 
us, even as sin reminds us of the natural sinful 
nature we have as human beings. We can trust in 
Christ and the transformation he brings, and 
know that Christ’s death has paid for our sins.

• What are four things John says about loving one 
another in verses 11-15?

-We should do it.

-Loving our brothers is how we know we’ve 
passed from death to life. 

-Anyone who does not love his brother remains in 
death.

-Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer.

• How does John say we know what love is? 

-Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.

How does Jesus’s example inform how we should love 
others, especially considering many of us probably won’t 
be asked to die for them? 

-We should lay down our lives for others in 
serving them and giving to those in need, loving with 
actions and in truth.

What does John say God’s command for us is?

-Verse 23: To believe in the name of his Son, Jesus 
Christ, and to love one another as he commanded 
us.
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19 This is how we know 
that we belong to the 
truth and how we set our 
hearts at rest in his 
presence: 20 If our hearts 
condemn us, we know 
that God is greater than 
our hearts, and he knows 
everything. 21 Dear 
friends, if our hearts do 
not condemn us, we have 
confidence before God 
22 and receive from him 
anything we ask, because 
we keep his commands 
and do what pleases him. 
23 And this is his 
command: to believe in 
the name of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, and to love 
one another as he 
commanded us.24 The 
one who keeps God’s 
commands lives in him, 
and he in them. And this 
is how we know that he 
lives in us: We know it by 
the Spirit he gave us.
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What does John say results from obeying Jesus’s 

command? 

-Verse 24: We live in Jesus, and he lives in us, and 

we know this through the Spirit he gives us.

Ministry Time Application 

Explain that we believe God speaks to us through his 

Spirit, and that we’ll be waiting on Him in silence for 

two minutes for any words or images he wants to give us. 

Tell the group to be thinking during that time of Jesus’s 

love for them, and any ways they can be better at loving 

others. Have someone set a timer for two minutes, and 

start the timer after you open in brief prayer asking the 

Holy Spirit to come. Example: “Holy Spirit, come now 

and fill the hearts and minds of people in this room with 

the truth you want to speak to us.”

Wait for two minutes.

Encourage the group to share anything they feel they 

might have sensed from the Lord, making sure to 

mention that listening for Him is something we do 

better with practice, and group is a safe place to bring up 

things you sensed even if you think they’re odd or silly, 

and not everything is going to end up being from the 

Lord and resonating with someone else. 

 After people who wanted to have shared, have the 

group break up in to groups of two or three, guys with 

guys and girls with girls. If words or images were shared, 
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Tips: You don’t have to 
make sure every one of 
these get answered. Your 
role is to be a discussion 
facilitator, not a professor; 
the idea isn’t simply to 
give the group 
information, but to allow 
everyone to learn from 
the scripture and from 
each other. It’s okay to 
spend more time on some 
questions than on others 
depending on how the 
group is responding. 
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encourage anyone who felt that message was for them to 

pray with the person who shared it. 

Things to pray for: 

-A better understanding of the love Jesus has for them, 

and what that means for their lives.

-Wisdom concerning how they can better love other 

people, and the strength to turn those realization into 

practical actions.
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Week 5

Background and Context:

Luke’s Gospel is addressed to the “most excellent 

Theophilus “ (meaning loved by God). Tradition tells us 

that Luke was a physician, and that his Gospel is the 

only Gospel written by a Gentile written to and for 

Gentile Christians.  Beginning in chapter 13, Luke tells 

of Jesus’s confrontations with the Pharisees, initiated by 

his performing miraculous healing on the Sabbath. In 

this exchange, Jesus presents to them an unfamiliar and 

challenging view of God, not as a slaveholder, but as a 

loving and merciful Father, who seeks those who are lost 

and far from Him. It is in this exchange that we 

encounter one of the most familiar passages in all of 
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Tips:  

Be sure and let the room 
answer the questions you 
ask throughout the lesson.  
Don’t be afraid of silence 
while people think.  Some 
of your best answers may 
come the longer you let 
the silence go! 

Seeking Love 
Luke 15:11-32 
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scripture, the parable of the prodigal (or extravagantly 

wasteful) son.

Starter Questions:

• What is one thing you own, that if you lost it, you 

would spend hours looking everywhere for it?

• Describe in as much detail as you can your ideal 

party.

• Name something you spent a lot of money on but 

later regretted buying.

Opening Prayer 

Scripture:  Have two or three volunteers read through 

the Bible passage out loud.  It may help to have it read 

twice! 

Discussion Questions:

• If we are honest with ourselves, we can all relate to 

times we have acted in haste or chosen to be the 

“uncontested master of our own fate”.  In what ways 

can you relate to this son’s desire to take his 

inheritance early and venture out on his own. 

-Encourage your group to share times when they 

where impatient or “took matters into their own 

hands”)

• What causes the son to come to his senses and 

return home?

-After squandering his money, a famine hits and 

he becomes desperate for food. 
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Bible Verses: 

11 Jesus continued: 
“There was a man who 
had two sons. 12 The 
younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me 
my share of the estate.’ 
So he divided his 
property between them. 

13 “Not long after that, 
the younger son got 
together all he had, set 
off for a distant country 
and there squandered 
his wealth in wild living. 
14 After he had spent 
everything, there was a 
severe famine in that 
whole country, and he 
began to be in need. 
15 So he went and hired 
himself out to a citizen 
of that country, who sent 
him to his fields to feed 
pigs. 16 He longed to fill 
his stomach with the 
pods that the pigs were 
eating, but no one gave 
him anything. 
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• Can you recognize any instances in your own story 

where hard or frightening circumstances have 

brought you to your senses? Have any such instances 

drawn you closer to God?

-Allow your group to share moments where they 

experienced hardships that God redeemed to 

bring them closer to Himself.

• We read that when the son was returning home, from 

a long way off the father saw the son and he ran out to 

him, embraced him and kissed him. Could it be that 

the father had been hoping, anticipating, or even 

expecting his son to return home to him at some 

point? 

-Based on his compassionate response, I think we 

can at least intuit that he hoped his son would 

return and was very glad when he arrived.

• What does the father say about the son when he 

returns?

-“This son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 

was lost and is found”.

• What does this response tell us about the character 

of the father in the parable, and in turn the character 

of God as our Father? 

-That He desires to be reconciled with us. That 

when we are dead or lost, He mourns. And when 

we are alive again or are found, He celebrates with 

us.

• When the prodigal son first returns, what does he say 

to his father? 
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17 “When he came to his 
senses, he said, ‘How many 
of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here 
I am starving to death! 18 I 
will set out and go back to 
my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. 19 I 
am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me 
like one of your hired 
servants.’ 20 So he got up 
and went to his father. 
“But while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him 
and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran 
to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him. 
21 “The son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I am 
no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’22 “But the 
father said to his servants, 
‘Quick! Bring the best robe 
and put it on him. Put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on 
his feet. 23 Bring the 
fattened calf and kill it. Let’s 
have a feast and celebrate. 
24 For this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found.’ So 
they began to celebrate.
25 “Meanwhile, the older 
son was in the field. When 
he came near the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 
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-“I have sinned against heaven and against you. I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son.”

• Why does the father seem disinterested in 

entertaining the notion of taking in his son as a hired 

servant instead of his son? 

-Worthiness does not appear to be a significant 

factor in the father’s love for his son. He loves 

him and rejoices in his return regardless of his 

transgressions and unworthiness.

• How is this father’s response similar to God’s response 

to us? 

-He accepts our repentance, He allows Christ to 

justify our sins, and He loves us even we are 

enemies to Him Romans 5. 

Read Luke 15: 25-32

• Why was the older son upset by his father’s response 

towards his younger brother? 

-He was jealous and believed that he was more 

deserving of praise and celebration than his 

brother.

• How does the father respond to his oldest son? 

- answer in vv 31-32

• How does the father’s response speak to us about 

how we should respond to people who are far from 

God or who are only beginning to reconcile their 

relationship with God? 

The  Father Loves  You �39

26 So he called one of the 
servants and asked him what 
was going on. 27 ‘Your 
brother has come,’ he 
replied, ‘and your father has 
killed the fattened calf 
because he has him back 
safe and sound.’ 
28 “The older brother 
became angry and refused 
to go in. So his father went 
out and pleaded with him. 
29 But he answered his 
father, ‘Look! All these years 
I’ve been slaving for you and 
never disobeyed your 
orders. Yet you never gave 
me even a young goat so I 
could celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son 
of yours who has 
squandered your property 
with prostitutes comes 
home, you kill the fattened 
calf for him!’ 
31 “‘My son,’ the father said, 
‘you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours. 
32 But we had to celebrate 
and be glad, because this 
brother of yours was dead 
and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.’”
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-We should celebrate with God for them! They 

were dead and now they are alive, they were lost 

and are now found. That is worth celebrating.

• How can we join God in His desire to see the lost be 

found again? How can we prepare our hearts to rejoice 

for others? 

-By sharing about our love for God, and God’s 

love for them we can assure them that God wants 

to be their Father also. We should be humble 

enough to recognize that we are all unworthy of 

being so lavishly loved by God, but that we are so 

loved is a matter worth celebrating for everyone.

Ministry Time Application 

Invite the Holy Spirit to prepare you for rejoicing when 

those around you move closer to God. Ask His help in 

transforming your pride into appreciation for His grace 

and provision, and that he would remove any jealousies 

or prejudices from you towards others.

If you feel underserving of God’s love, or if you feel 

shame such that it prevents you from being in 

relationship with God, ask the Holy Spirit to deliver you 

from your shame and reveal to you the unconditional 

love that God your Father has for you. Pray that God 

would feel the joy and pleasure God takes in you as His 

daughter or son.
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Tips: 

Praying for each other in 
pairs is strongly 
encouraged, especially if 
there are more sensitive 
places that people desire 
a radical in-breaking of 
the Kingdom of God. 

Notes: 
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    Week 6 
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Week 6 

Background and Context:

We’ll be reading 2 Samuel 12:1-13. Just prior to where we 

pick up the story, David, the King of Israel, had 

executed an elaborate scheme to cover up his 

indiscretions. He had taken another man’s wife, and she 

became pregnant. David then ordered to have the man 

killed in battle. He thought this would ensure that he 

could take the woman as his wife without any backlash 

from her husband, thereby covering up his sin and 

absolving him from the consequences of his actions. 

What David fails to account for is that God is not blind 

to our sins, nor is he content to let us sit in the mess of 

our sins unrepentant and unchanged.   
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Tough Love
2 Samuel 12: 1-13 

Tips: 

Remember to pause 
between questions.  
Waiting for people will 
help you identify quite 
personalities in your 
group. 



Week 6 

Starter Questions:

• Have you ever made a mistake that either seemed so 

big or so foolish that you immediately felt 

embarrassed at the prospect of someone finding out?

• What was your first response in that situation? 

Confession? Covering it up? Hoping no one would 

find you out?

• Have you ever been on the other end of that 

scenario, where you were the person expected to 

deliver the disciplinary response or correction?

• How did it feel to be in that position? Was it difficult 

to be loving in that situation?

Opening Prayer 

Scripture:  Have two or three volunteers read through 

the Bible passage out loud.  It may help to have it read 

twice! 

Discussion Questions: 

• The Lord sent Nathan the prophet to tell David a 

story. What’s going on in this story? 

-Rich man steals poor man’s lamb)

• What is special or unique about this particular lamb 

and how it was raised?

-It grew up with the man’s children, it’s part of his 

family, ate from the man’s table, precious 

possession to this man.
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Bible Verses: 

The Lord sent Nathan to 
David. When he came to him, 
he said, “There were two men 
in a certain town, one rich and 
the other poor. 2 The rich man 
had a very large number of 
sheep and cattle, 3 but the 
poor man had nothing except 
one little ewe lamb he had 
bought. He raised it, and it 
grew up with him and his 
children. It shared his food, 
drank from his cup and even 
slept in his arms. It was like a 
daughter to him.“Now a 
traveler came to the rich man, 
but the rich man refrained 
from taking one of his own 
sheep or cattle to prepare a 
meal for the traveler who had 
come to him. Instead, he took 
the ewe lamb that belonged 
to the poor man and prepared 
it for the one who had come to 
him.” 5 David burned with 
anger against the man and 
said to Nathan, “As surely as 
the Lord lives, the man who 
did this must die! 
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• Have you ever been in the position of the poor man 

in this story, having experienced something very 

important to you unfairly taken away? What did that 

feel like? 

-Be prepared to share a personal example if you 

are able. 

• Have you ever been the rich man in this story, letting 

greed motivate your actions at the expense of others’ 

well-being? When you realized the ramifications of 

your actions, what was your response? Repentant? 

Apologetic? Justified in your actions?

-Again, be prepared to share a personal example if 

you are able.

• In verse five, we see David’s reaction to the rich man/

poor man story. What is his reaction?

-Furious, angered by injustice, demands 

restitution beyond what was taken. 

• What we learn in the coming verses is that David is 

guilty of the very same greed and injustice that 

caused him to be furiously indignant. What does this 

‘twist’ in the story prompt you to examine about 

yourself?

-Motives, state of your heart, how quickly you 

rush to cast judgement

Revisit verses seven through ten – Have a volunteer read 

2 Samuel 12:7-10 out loud. 
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6 He must pay for that lamb 
four times over, because he 
did such a thing and had no 
pity.”7 Then Nathan said to 
David, “You are the man! 
This is what the Lord, the 
God of Israel, says: ‘I 
anointed you king over 
Israel, and I delivered you 
from the hand of Saul. 8 I 
gave your master’s house to 
you, and your master’s wives 
into your arms. I gave you all 
Israel and Judah. And if all 
this had been too little, I 
would have given you even 
more. 9 Why did you despise 
the word of the Lord by 
doing what is evil in his 
eyes? You struck down Uriah 
the Hittite with the sword 
and took his wife to be your 
own. You killed him with the 
sword of the Ammonites.
10 Now, therefore, the sword 
will never depart from your 
house, because you 
despised me and took the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be 
your own.’ 
11 “This is what the Lord 
says: ‘Out of your own 
household I am going to 
bring calamity on you. 
Before your very eyes I will 
take your wives and give 
them to one who is close to 
you, and he will sleep with 
your wives in broad daylight. 
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• From the message delivered in verses seven through 
ten, what conclusions can you draw about God’s 
character? Explain some ways you observe God 
demonstrating ‘tough love’ in this situation. 

-God doesn’t overlook sin, He is just, He is 
merciful – not content to let David stay sitting 
comfortably in his sin. 

• David, the main character in this story, is also the 
author of a large portion of the book of Psalms. In 
Psalm 139:12 David wrote, “even in darkness I cannot 
hide from you [God]. To you the night shines as 
bright as day. Darkness and light are the same to 
you.”How does this verse in Psalms add to the overall 
picture of God’s character and his desire to rescue his 
children from sin?

-God always bring light. He illuminates the dark 
places in us, and brings them into his light. The 
darkness is not dark to him, but he walks through 
our darkness with us.

• When we have unconfessed sin in our lives it is 
tempting to keep that sin hidden, to keep it in the 
dark. One way that God demonstrates his love, even 
though it can feel tough or painful, is to bring that 
sin into the light. Here in 2 Samuel we see how God 
used Nathan to help David bring his sin to light. Do 
you have friends in your life that you can count on 
when you need help walking through sin or difficult 
situations? 

• Like Nathan, how can you be the type of friend that 
is willing to have honest conversations and speak the 
truth, even when it is inconvenient or hard to hear? 
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12 You did it in secret, but I 
will do this thing in broad 
daylight before all Israel.’” 
13 Then David said to 
Nathan, “I have sinned 
against the Lord.” Nathan 
replied, “The Lord has taken 
away your sin. You are not 
going to die. 
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• Would anyone be willing to share an example of a 

time when a friend offered some ‘tough love’ by 

speaking a hard truth into your life or offering 

accountability?

• What are some of the consequences that are going to 

follow as a result of David’s actions?

-Rebellion in his household, he will lose his wives. 

• While these consequences are unpleasant, where can 

we see God’s mercy and ‘tough love’ displayed here?

-God doesn’t turn away from David, God doesn’t 

disown David, David’s life is spared, there is 

forgiveness for David’s sins. 

• Proverbs 3:12 reminds us that “the Lord corrects 

those He loves, just as a father corrects a child in 

whom he delights.” Woven throughout this story we 

see that David is walking in sin, and God’s desire is to 

correct David and restore him to right relationship 

with him.  

Ministry Time Application:  

This week, focus ministry time on diving into the topics 

of tough love, confession, and deepening friendships in 

ways that create space to provide accountability. Below 

are some ideas to consider to direct your prayer time 

toward these topics. These ideas will work best by 

splitting up into pairs or groups of three. 

Idea 1: Practicing Confession 
David confesses his sins to God and received 

forgiveness. While confession is not always easy, small 
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group is a safe place to practice. If you’ve been carrying 

the burden of unconfessed sin on your own, consider 

sharing with your prayer partner. 

Idea 2: Friendships Grounded in Truth  
When we talked about having friends who are willing to 

speak hard truths, if you found it difficult to think of a 

person in your own life who would be willing to do that 

for you, spend time praying about that. On the other 

hand, if you easily thought of people who speak truth 

into your life consider praying about how you can do 

that better for others. Who might God be encouraging 

you to engage with in deeper friendship?

Idea 3: God’s Correction Feeling More Tough Than 

Loving? 
If you are walking through a rough patch where it feels 

difficult to connect with God’s love, whether you’re 

dealing with guilt; busyness; or just feeling distant from 

God, get prayer for that. Pray to see through your 

circumstances to be able to recognize God’s loving 

kindness at work in your life. 

With each of these ideas, encourage your group 

members to follow-up with their prayer partner once or 

twice throughout the week via e-mail, phone call, or text 

message. 
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How to do Ministry Time 
this week: 

Praying for each other in 
pairs is strongly 
encouraged, especially 
if there are more 
sensitive places that 
people desire a radical 
in-breaking of the 
Kingdom of God.  
Because this is the 
concluding study in the 
Visitation series, it is also 
an opportunity to take 
time thinking about the 
new year ahead.  
Deliberate planning for 
ways you can minister to 
our community can 
solidify the messages 
that have just been 
covered.
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 Week 7
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Background and Context:

Hosea is one of the minor prophets of the Old 
Testament, who began his ministry in 753 B.C. and 
prophesied through around 715 B.C., when this book was 
written. During this time, the northern kingdom of 
Israel was flourishing materially, but it was decaying 
spiritually. The people were adopting and assimilating to 
the moral behaviors and religions of the Canaanites, 
turning from God and instead worshipping idols. 

During Hosea’s ministry, he is commanded by God to 
enter into a marriage that parallels and symbolizes God’s 
relationship with the people of Israel. This marriage 
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Tips: 

Be sure to spend some 
time in prayer before 
your group meets. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to be 
present in your meeting 
time, and to reveal 
himself in a new way to 
members of your group.  

Jealous Love
Need verses Hosea:1:2-3;2:5-8,14-6,19; 3:1-5 
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illustrates God’s persistent and jealous love for his 

people. 

Starter Questions:

• Have you ever had a friend or loved one distance 

themselves from you, only to come back when they 

needed something? How did that make you feel 

about your relationship with that person?

• Have you ever felt as if you had done something or 

gotten so far away from God that He wouldn’t want 

you to come back to him?

Opening Prayer 

Scripture:  Have two or three volunteers read through 

the Bible passage out loud.  It may help to have it read 

twice! 

Discussion Questions: 

Read Hosea 1:2-3

• What difficult thing does God ask Hosea to do? 

-Marry an adulterous wife and take on children 

who were not his own.

• How to you think Hosea felt about being asked to 

marry a woman he knew would betray him? 

-During Hosea’s ministry, he is commanded by 

God to enter into a marriage that parallels and 

symbolizes God’s relationship with the people of 

Israel. Hosea’s role as a prophet was to show the 
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Tips: 

Remember to pause 
between questions.  
Waiting for people will 
help you identify quite 
personalities in your 
group. 

Bible Verses: 

1:2-3 

2 When the LORD 
began to speak through 
Hosea, the LORD said to 
him, “Go, take to 
yourself an adulterous 
wife and children of 
unfaithfulness, because 
the land is guilty of the 
vilest adultery in 
departing from the 
LORD.” 3 So he married 
Gomer daughter of 
Diblaim, and she 
conceived and bore him 
a son. 

2:5-8 

5 Their mother has been 
unfaithful and she has 
conceived them in 
disgrace.She said, ‘I will 
go after my lovers, who 
give me my food and my 
water… 
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Israelites how they had been unfaithful to their 
God. Keep this purpose in mind as you continue 
reading the story of Hosea.

Read Hosea 2:5-8

• How has Gomer/Israel been acting towards Hosea/
God? 

-She/Israel left him/God in favor of her lovers/
other gods.

• What does Gomer/Israel do when her lovers cannot 
be found? 

-She/Israel returns to Hosea/God when her lovers/
other gods cannot sustain her any longer.

• What does Gomer/Israel NOT do after returning to 
Hosea/God? 

-Acknowledge that he/God was the one who 
provided for her/Israel, not her lovers/other gods.

• How do you think Hosea/God felt knowing his wife/
Israel was spending her time away from him and with 
someone else? 

-Answers could include, upset, jealous, hurt, etc.

Read Hosea 2:14-16, 19

• How would you expect someone to treat an unfaithful 
spouse? By contrast, in v. 14, how does God plan to 
treat the wayward wife (the Israelites)? 

-Instead of treating her/Israel harshly, God 
proposes acting tenderly and alluringly to the 
ones who have wronged him.
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my wool and my linen, my oil 
and my drink.’ 
6 There I will block her path 
with thorn bushes;  
I will wall her in so that she 
cannot find her way.  
7 She will chase after her 
lovers but not catch them;  
she will look for them but 
not find them.  
Then she will say,  
‘I will go back to my 
husband as at first,  
for then I was better off than 
now.’  
8 She has not acknowledged 
that I was the one  
who gave her the grain, the 
new wine and oil,  
who lavished on her the 
silver and gold —  
which they used for Baal.”  

2:14-16  
14“Therefore I am now 
going to allure her;  
I will lead her into the desert  
and speak tenderly to her.  
15 There I will give her back 
her vineyards, and will make 
the Valley of Achor a door of 
hope.There she will sing as in 
the days of her youth,  
as in the day she came up 
out of Egypt.16 “In that day,” 
declares the LORD,  
“you will call me ‘my 
husband’; you will no longer 
call me ‘my master.’” 
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• According to v. 15, how will the unfaithful wife/
Israelites act upon being welcomed back by her 
husband/God? 

-She will sing and rejoice as she did in her youth. 

• How will the relationship between the unfaithful 
wife/Israel and her husband/God change after their 
reconciliation? 

-The shift from calling him “my master” to “my 
husband” indicates a deeper, more intimate 
relationship than a business agreement type 
relationship they might have had before.

• In Old Testament culture, a betrothal was a binding 
legal agreement, a promise for the future 
relationship. What does God promise as part of his 
relationship with the Israelites moving forward, 
according to v. 19? 

-God promises to treat them with righteousness, 
justice, love, and compassion.

Read Hosea 3:1-5

• How does God instruct Hosea to act towards 
Gomer? 

-He tells Hosea to love his wife again.

• What does Hosea do after hearing these instructions?

-He finds Gomer, buys her back from the 
situation she found herself in, and brings her back 
to their marriage.
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2:19  

19“I will betroth you to me 
forever; I will betroth you in 
righteousness and justice,  
in love and compassion.” 

3: 1-5 
1 The LORD said to me, “Go, 
show your love to your wife 
again, though she is loved by 
another and is an adulteress. 
Love her has the LORD loves 
the Israelites, though they 
turn to other gods and love 
the sacred raisin cakes.”  
2 So I bought her for fifteen 
shekels of silver and about a 
homer and a lethek of 
barley. 3 Then I told her, 
“You are to live with me 
many days; you must not be 
a prostitute or be intimate 
with any man, and I will live 
with you.” 4 For the Israelites 
will live many days without a 
king or prince, without 
sacrifice or sacred stones, 
without ephod or idol. 5 
Afterward the Israelites will 
return and seek the LORD 
their God and David their 
king. They will come 
trembling to the LORD and 
to his blessings in the last 
days. 
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Remember that Hosea and Gomer’s marriage is meant 
to serve as a symbol of God’s relationship with His 
people. Even when we, like Gomer, willingly turn away 
from our provider, God’s love for us remains so great 
that he jealously doesn’t want us to be with anyone but 
him, and is willing to track us down and buy us back in 
order to restore our relationship with Him. 

• How does it make you feel to know that the God of 
the universe loves you so much that no matter how 
far away from Him you are, He is eager to track you 
down, speak to you tenderly, and draw you back into 
relationship with Him?

Ministry Time Application: 

Our God is a jealous God, in that He wants us all to 
himself – He wants to be the one to provide for us and 
lavish us with His goodness. Unfortunately, we, like 
Gomer and the Israelites, have a tendency to forget that 
He is our provider and find ourselves looking in other 
places for our fulfillment and sustenance. 

Take a few minutes to sit quietly in prayer and ask this 
question: God, what have I been turning to in my life 
that You are jealous of? (Leaders: if you are so inclined, 
play the song “How He Loves” during this time to 
reiterate God’s jealous love.) Once you’ve taken some 
time individually to hear from God, break into pairs or 
groups of three to share with one another what might be 
keeping you from a close relationship with Him, and to 
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Tips: 
Praying for each other 
in pairs is strongly 
encouraged, especially 
if there are more 
sensitive places that 
people desire a radical 
in-breaking of the 
Kingdom of God.
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pray together for a deeper understanding of God’s love 

for each person specifically.

The Father Loves You �54



Week 7

 Week 8
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Week 8

Background and Context:

We’ll be reading John 15:7-17. In John, Jesus is having a 
lengthy conversation with his disciples just after the 
conclusion of the Last Supper. Over the course of the 
conversation, Jesus explains many teachings to his 
disciples including the promise of the Holy Spirit to 
come and instructing them to love one another. These 
verses are part of a larger collection of chapters 
sometimes referred to as the “farewell discourse,” 
because these instructions are given to the disciples the 
night before Jesus’ crucifixion.  
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Tips: 

Be sure and let the room 
answer the questions you 
ask throughout the lesson.  
Don’t be afraid of silence 
while people think.  Some 
of your best answers may 
come the longer you let 
the silence go! 

Friendship Love
John 15: 7-17 
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Starter Questions:

• Have you ever helped a friend move to a new house or 
apartment? Or, been the person moving and asking 
your friends to help?

• Do you ever find it difficult to reach out and ask your 
friends for help when you need it?

• Have you ever been surprised by the generosity of a 
friend? Maybe, even a friend you wouldn’t consider 
yourself that close to? 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture:  Have two or three volunteers read through 
the Bible passage out loud.  It may help to have it read 
twice! 

Discussion Questions-

• What is mentioned as the evidence of being a 
disciple of Jesus? 

-producing/bearing fruit

• What does it look like to “bear fruit” in your day-to-
day life?

-Exhibiting Fruits of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, 
etc – in relationships. 

• In v. 9, Jesus instructs to “Remain in his love.” How do 
we do that?

-Obey Jesus’ commandments, follow His example. 
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Bible Verses: 

“7 If you remain in me and 
my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 8 This 
is to my Father’s glory, that 
you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be 
my disciples.9 “As the 
Father has loved me, so 
have I loved you. Now 
remain in my love. 10 If you 
keep my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his 
love. 11 I have told you this 
so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be 
complete. 12 My command 
is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you.13 Greater 
love has no one than this: to 
lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14 You are my 
friends if you do what I 
command.
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Verse 11 talks about the joy that comes as a result of 
remaining in God’s love and obeying His 
commandments. 

• Joy isn’t typically the first word that comes to mind 
when talking about obedience. What are some words 
you associate with “obedience?”

-Rules, legalism, demanding, opposite of fun

• What are some words that come to mind when you 
hear the word “Joy?”

-Excitement, happiness, contentment

• How does Jesus bridge the gap between these 
seemingly opposing terms?

-Obedience is the natural response to God’s love. 
John 14:15, Jesus’ yoke is easy, burden light Matt. 
11:30, Obedience develops trust in relationship, 
which develops intimacy, which produces joy.   

• Does anyone have an example they could share of a 
time when they have experienced joy from being 
obedient to God? 

Jesus instructs his followers to “Love one another in the 
same way I have loved you.”

• Looking to Jesus as the model, what are some ways 
that Jesus demonstrated his love?

-Sacrifice on the cross, serves his disciples, meets 
physical needs – provides food for the crowds, 
heals the sick

• Do the ways in which you love your friends, 
neighbors, co-workers, etc. often mirror Jesus’ 
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15 I no longer call you 
servants, because a servant 
does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, I have 
called you friends, for 
everything that I learned 
from my Father I have 
made known to you. 
16 You did not choose me, 
but I chose you and 
appointed you so that you 
might go and bear fruit—
fruit that will last—and so 
that whatever you ask in 
my name the Father will 
give you. 17 This is my 
command: Love each 
other.
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example of love? What are some weaknesses that you 
observe in your own life and relationships when it 
comes to loving others?

• How can you take those principles of Jesus’ love 
(sacrificial love, servanthood, etc.) and apply them to 
the ways in which you love those around you? What 
are some changes you can make to move toward loving 
people like Jesus in your day-to-day interactions?

• Think specifically about how you can “love one 
another” in the context of this small group. What are 
some practical ways to demonstrate love and deepen 
community with one another?

-Spending time together outside of group, 
following up on prayer requests, accountability. 

In verse 13, Jesus teaches that “there is no greater love 
than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” While Jesus 
demonstrated this in a literal sense through his sacrifice 
on the cross, the lesson is meant to carry on after his 
death in the lives of his disciples. 

• What do you think is the broader lesson that Jesus is 
trying to communicate to his disciples in how they 
should relate to one another?

-Developing intimacy, cultivating selflessness, 
bearing with one another. 

• Do you have an example of a time in your life when 
you experienced this type of selfless love from a 
friend, family member, or even a stranger? Did that 
experience influence the way you try to love others 
around you?
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Notes: 
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Jesus describes a change in the relationship between 
himself and his disciples, elevating them from slaves to 
friends. This demonstrates the level of intimacy Jesus 
shared with his disciples, pointing out that with friends 
there is no need for secrets “I have told you everything 
the Father told me” vs.14). In this way, Jesus models 
vulnerability and openness in his relationships.

• Do you have friends in your life in whom you can 
confide? How were those relationships developed?

• What can you do to create safe spaces for openness 
and vulnerability in your relationships?

-Honesty, Willingness to share first, Loving 
response

Ministry Time Application:  

This week, focus ministry time on deepening friendships 
and engaging in practical, intentional ways of loving one 
another. Below are some ideas to consider to help your 
group grow closer together.

Idea 1: Accountability  
If there is something that you have needed to ask for 
help for a while, but have felt fearful or uncomfortable 
asking, consider sharing with your prayer partner. This is 
a safe place to share and receive help, support, 
encouragement, and accountability.

Idea 2: Notecards  
Split up into pairs or groups of three. Each person 
should have a notecard on which they will write down 

The Father Loves You �60

Notes:
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the prayer needs of those in their group. Keep the 
notecard in your bible or wherever you will be reminded 
to pray for this person throughout the week. Consider 
sending a text message to your prayer partner at least 
once during the week before the next group meeting to 
let them know you are praying for them. 

Idea 3: One-on-One Fellowship 
Split up into pairs or groups of three for ministry time. 
If you happen to be paired with someone you do not 
know as well as others in the group, consider getting 
together outside of group sometime this week. This can 
be as simple as grabbing a cup of coffee and spending 
time sharing each other’s stories. 
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Tips: 

Praying for each other in 
pairs is strongly encouraged, 
especially if there are more 
sensitive places that people 
desire a radical in-breaking 
of the Kingdom of God.  
Because this is the 
concluding study in the 
Visitation series, it is also an 
opportunity to take time 
thinking about the new year 
ahead.  Deliberate planning 
for ways you can minister to 
our community can solidify 
the messages that have just 
been covered.
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     Week 9 
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Background and Context:

The prophet Elisha ministered to the kingdom of Israel 

between 848 B.C. and 797 B.C., after taking up the 

mantle of the prophet Elijah before him. As Elijah 

neared the end of his life, Elisha had asked to inherit a 

double-portion of Elijah’s spirit, and did so as he 

witnessed Elijah being taken to heaven in a chariot of 

fire (2 Kings 2:1-18). During the time of Elisha’s ministry 

the kingdoms of Israel and Judah endured a succession 

of evil rulers, and many were turning away from God and 

instead to idolatry. The story of the widow and the 

flowing oil, which we will study today, is an example of 

the miracles and wonders performed by Elisha which 

marked God’s continued presence in the lives of his 

people. 
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Tips: 

Be sure and let the room 
answer the questions you 
ask throughout the lesson.  
Don’t be afraid of silence 
while people think.  Wait at 
least 30 seconds before 
moving on to the next 
question. Some of your 
best answers may come 
the longer you let the 
silence go! 

Lavish Love
2 Kings 4:1-7 
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Starter Question:

• Have you ever found yourself in a dire situation that 

seemed as if it had no solution? How did you 

respond? What happened? 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture:  Have two or three volunteers read through 

the Bible passage out loud.  It may help to have it read 

twice! 

Discussion Questions:

• What dire situation has the widow found herself in? 

-Her husband has died, leaving debts, and now his 

creditor is coming to take her sons to cover the 

payment.

• When faced with a situation like this, do you think 

you would be inclined to come up with a plan on your 

own, or to turn to God (or the church, or a church 

leader) for help?  

• Elisha immediately agrees to help the woman. What 

does he ask of her? 

-If she has anything in her house to contribute/

work with.

• What does the woman respond? 

-That she has nothing, except a little oil.The 

widow believes that what little she has is 

insignificant and insufficient to solve her 

problems — but Elisha knows that God can use 

even the smallest sacrifice. 
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Starter Questions Tip: 

Remember to pause 
between questions.  
Waiting for people will 
help you identify quite 
personalities in your 
group. 

Bible Verses: 

The wife of a man from 
the company of the 
prophets cried out to 
Elisha, “Your servant my 
husband is dead, and 
you know that he 
revered the Lord. But 
now his creditor is 
coming to take my two 
boys as his slaves.” 
2 Elisha replied to her, 
“How can I help you? 
Tell me, what do you 
have in your 
house?“Your servant has 
nothing there at all,” she 
said, “except a small jar 
of olive oil.”3 Elisha said, 
“Go around and ask all 
your neighbors for 
empty jars. Don’t ask for 
just a few.



Week 9

•  What does Elisha instruct the widow and her sons to 

do? 

-Ask for empty jars, then to go behind closed 

doors and use the small amount of oil they had to 

fill them all.

• Has God ever asked you to do something that 

sounded crazy or impossible? If so, did you do it? 

• How does the widow respond to Elisha’s request? 

Does she doubt his instructions? 

-No: she faithfully does what he asks of her.

• Elisha doesn’t tell the woman how he will help her 

keep her sons from being taken as slaves, he instead 

instructs her to secretly pour oil — which she does, 

faithfully, without knowing what the outcome will be 

or how it would help her. Have you ever been in a 

situation where you didn’t know the outcome, but 

knew you had to keep following God’s instructions 

anyway? Have you seen the outcome yet, or are you 

still serving obediently? 

• What happens when the widow and her sons do as 

the prophet instructed? 

-The oil they had multiplies, and miraculously fills 

all of the jars they had collected.

• How much oil does the widow collect? 

-Enough to pay off her debts, and even more to 

live off of.

When we ask God for help, he doesn’t want to just give 

us enough to hold us over. The widow’s oil could have 
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4 Then go inside and 
shut the door behind you 
and your sons. Pour oil 
into all the jars, and as 
each is filled, put it to 
one side.” 
5 She left him and shut 
the door behind her and 
her sons. They brought 
the jars to her and she 
kept pouring. 6 When all 
the jars were full, she 
said to her son, “Bring 
me another one.” 
But he replied, “There is 
not a jar left.” Then the 
oil stopped flowing. 
7 She went and told the 
man of God, and he said, 
“Go, sell the oil and pay 
your debts. You and your 
sons can live on what is 
left.”



Week 9

stopped flowing when she had enough to pay off her 

debts, but instead, it kept flowing to fill all of the jars 

she had gathered in anticipation. God gave her and her 

family much more than they needed because they were 

faithful and obedient. Their faith was shown in the 

amount of jars she collected, knowing the oil she had 

wouldn’t be able to fill them, and their obedience in the 

way they followed Elisha’s instructions despite their 

bizarre nature. 

God wants to lavish his children with his love, his 

blessings, and his provisions. When the widow asked for 

help, He gave her more than she needed or asked for. 

• Have you ever asked God for help, only to find 

yourself overwhelmed with the blessings you received?

Ministry Time Application:  

During this series, we’ve been exploring the different 

ways the Father loves you. It is often easy to understand 

how God can love others, but harder to grasp the truth 

that God truly loves you. But it is the truth: God knows 

you, and loves you, and wants to give you all of the best 

things He can. 

It can sometimes be hard to believe that God wants to 

bless us, let alone accept that he wants to lavish us with 

generous, extravagant amounts of blessings. 

For ministry time this week, break into smaller groups 

of two or three and share the reasons why you might feel 
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undeserving of God’s lavish love. Take some time to 

discuss any areas in your life where you sense God 

calling you to be more faithful or obedient. Conclude by 

praying together and for each other for faithfulness and 

obedience, and that you be more accepting of God’s 

lavish love for you.
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Week 1:

Pass out your copies of Ephesians 3:16-21.  Explain that 
we believe God speaks to us through his Spirit, and that 
we’ll be waiting on Him in silence for two minutes for 
any words or images he wants to give us. Tell the group 
to be thinking during that time of Paul’s prayer in 
Ephesians, and anything that may be keeping you from 
asking for the things God wants for you, or even 
believing they’re available. Have someone set a timer for 
two minutes, and start the timer after you open in 
prayer.

Open the time of waiting on the Lord by praying Paul’s 
prayer out loud over the small group, slowly, so that each 
section has a second to sink in. The easiest way to do 
this is to pause for a second at every comma, period or 
dash in the prayer below: 

“Lord, I pray that out of your glorious riches you may 
strengthen each person in this room with power through 
your Spirit in his or her inner being, so that Christ may 
dwell in the hearts of this group through faith. And I 
pray that the people in this room, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together with all 
the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge—that they all may be 
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Read through all of the 
Ministry Time ideas for 
each week before you 
begin teaching through 
the series.  This will help 
you plan and pray for 
stronger impact!  
Blessings!

Ministry Time
Series:  The Father Loves You 



filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to 
you who are able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to your power that is at work 
within us, to you be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen.”

 Wait for two minutes.

Encourage the group to share anything they feel they 
might have sensed from the Lord, making sure to 
mention that listening for Him is something we do 
better with practice, and group is a safe place to bring up 
things you sensed even if you think they’re odd or silly, 
and not everything is going to end up being from the 
Lord and resonating with someone else. 

After people who wanted to have shared, have the group 
break up in to groups of two or three, guys with guys and 
girls with girls. If words or images were shared, 
encourage anyone who felt that message was for them to 
pray with the person who shared it.

Week 2:

As you invite the Holy Spirit to speak to you, ask Him 
to reveal areas in your life where you struggle with self-
righteousness or entitlement. Invite Him to soften your 
heart and accept that His grace is undeserved but 
abundant.

If you struggle with self-condemnation, self-hatred, or 
feeling helpless, invite God to pour His love and hope 
into your heart. Ask Him to remove your internal pain 
and heal it with joy and faith.
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Week 3:

Idea 1: Take a few moments, even 2-3 minutes, to sit in 
silence before God. Open the time by praying and 
asking God to reveal to each person where we believe 
God’s love isn’t great enough or persevering enough in 
our lives. Where do we want God to reveal to us more of 
his persevering love? After the 2-3 minutes of silence, 
read aloud Romans 8:31-39 again as reassurance and a 
declaration of God’s persevering love.

Idea 2: Break into smaller groups to pray for one another 
regarding our ability to believe and accept this great 
love. Encourage everyone to be open and honest with 
each other regarding the places in their lives they feel 
like God’s love couldn’t or doesn’t persevere.

Idea 3: Encourage the group to pray this “breath prayer” 
throughout the week: “Dear loving Father, show me 
more of your love.” Explain what a breath prayer is – an 
ancient practice started by the early “saints” and 
monastics of the church as a way to commune 
constantly with God and shift our focus back to God 
throughout the day. The prayer is short and simple 
enough to say in one breath.

Week 4: 

Explain that we believe God speaks to us through his 
Spirit, and that we’ll be waiting on Him in silence for 
two minutes for any words or images he wants to give us. 
Tell the group to be thinking during that time of Jesus’s 
love for them, and any ways they can be better at loving 
others. Have someone set a timer for two minutes, and 
start the timer after you open in brief prayer asking the 
Holy Spirit to come. Example: “Holy Spirit, come now 
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and fill the hearts and minds of people in this room with 
the truth you want to speak to us.”

Wait for two minutes.

Encourage the group to share anything they feel they 
might have sensed from the Lord, making sure to 
mention that listening for Him is something we do 
better with practice, and group is a safe place to bring up 
things you sensed even if you think they’re odd or silly, 
and not everything is going to end up being from the 
Lord and resonating with someone else. 

 After people who wanted to have shared, have the 
group break up in to groups of two or three, guys with 
guys and girls with girls. If words or images were shared, 
encourage anyone who felt that message was for them to 
pray with the person who shared it. 

Things to pray for: 

-A better understanding of the love Jesus has for them, 
and what that means for their lives.

-Wisdom concerning how they can better love other 
people, and the strength to turn those realization into 
practical actions.

Week 5:   

Invite the Holy Spirit to prepare you for rejoicing when 
those around you move closer to God. Ask His help in 
transforming your pride into appreciation for His grace 
and provision, and that he would remove any jealousies 
or prejudices from you towards others.

If you feel underserving of God’s love, or if you feel 
shame such that it prevents you from being in 
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relationship with God, ask the Holy Spirit to deliver you 
from your shame and reveal to you the unconditional 
love that God your Father has for you. Pray that God 
would feel the joy and pleasure God takes in you as His 
daughter or son.

Week 6: 

This week, focus ministry time on diving into the topics 
of tough love, confession, and deepening friendships in 
ways that create space to provide accountability. Below 
are some ideas to consider to direct your prayer time 
toward these topics. These ideas will work best by 
splitting up into pairs or groups of three. 

Idea 1: Practicing Confession 
David confesses his sins to God and received 
forgiveness. While confession is not always easy, small 
group is a safe place to practice. If you’ve been carrying 
the burden of unconfessed sin on your own, consider 
sharing with your prayer partner. 

Idea 2: Friendships Grounded in Truth  
When we talked about having friends who are willing to 
speak hard truths, if you found it difficult to think of a 
person in your own life who would be willing to do that 
for you, spend time praying about that. On the other 
hand, if you easily thought of people who speak truth 
into your life consider praying about how you can do 
that better for others. Who might God be encouraging 
you to engage with in deeper friendship?

Idea 3: God’s Correction Feeling More Tough Than 
Loving? 
If you are walking through a rough patch where it feels 
difficult to connect with God’s love, whether you’re 
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dealing with guilt; busyness; or just feeling distant from 
God, get prayer for that. Pray to see through your 
circumstances to be able to recognize God’s loving 
kindness at work in your life. 

With each of these ideas, encourage your group 
members to follow-up with their prayer partner once or 
twice throughout the week via e-mail, phone call, or text 
message.

Week 7:  

Our God is a jealous God, in that He wants us all to 
himself – He wants to be the one to provide for us and 
lavish us with His goodness. Unfortunately, we, like 
Gomer and the Israelites, have a tendency to forget that 
He is our provider and find ourselves looking in other 
places for our fulfillment and sustenance. 

Take a few minutes to sit quietly in prayer and ask this 
question: God, what have I been turning to in my life 
that You are jealous of? (Leaders: if you are so inclined, 
play the song “How He Loves” during this time to 
reiterate God’s jealous love.) Once you’ve taken some 
time individually to hear from God, break into pairs or 
groups of three to share with one another what might be 
keeping you from a close relationship with Him, and to 
pray together for a deeper understanding of God’s love 
for each person specifically.

Week 8: 

This week, focus ministry time on deepening friendships 
and engaging in practical, intentional ways of loving one 
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another. Below are some ideas to consider to help your 
group grow closer together.

Idea 1: Accountability 
If there is something that you have needed to ask for 
help for a while, but have felt fearful or uncomfortable 
asking, consider sharing with your prayer partner. This is 
a safe place to share and receive help, support, 
encouragement, and accountability.

Idea 2: Notecards 
Split up into pairs or groups of three. Each person 
should have a notecard on which they will write down 
the prayer needs of those in their group. Keep the 
notecard in your bible or wherever you will be reminded 
to pray for this person throughout the week. Consider 
sending a text message to your prayer partner at least 
once during the week before the next group meeting to 
let them know you are praying for them. 

Idea 3: One-on-One Fellowship 
Split up into pairs or groups of three for ministry time. 
If you happen to be paired with someone you do not 
know as well as others in the group, consider getting 
together outside of group sometime this week. This can 
be as simple as grabbing a cup of coffee and spending 
time sharing each other’s stories.

Week 9:  

During this series, we’ve been exploring the different 
ways the Father loves you. It is often easy to understand 
how God can love others, but harder to grasp the truth 
that God truly loves you. But it is the truth: God knows 
you, and loves you, and wants to give you all of the best 
things He can. 
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It can sometimes be hard to believe that God wants to 
bless us, let alone accept that he wants to lavish us with 
generous, extravagant amounts of blessings. 

For ministry time this week, break into smaller groups 
of two or three and share the reasons why you might feel 
undeserving of God’s lavish love. Take some time to 
discuss any areas in your life where you sense God 
calling you to be more faithful or obedient. Conclude by 
praying together and for each other for faithfulness and 
obedience, and that you be more accepting of God’s 
lavish love for you.
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